
 

 

CURRENT AFFAIRS - AUGUST 2021 

TAMIL NADU 

Second Transgender Sub Inspector of Police - Tamil Nadu 

 Prithika Yashini from Salem district became the first transgender sub-

inspector of Tamil Nadu in 2017.  

 Following her, Sivanya, a transgender from Tiruvannamalai district, has now 

become the second transgender Sub Inspector of Police of the state. 

Tamil Nadu legislature turns 100  

 The Assembly chambers at Fort St. George witnessed a historic event when 
President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated the centenary celebrations of the 
State legislature. 

10.5% quota for Vanniyars  

 Tamil Nadu government issued an order to implement the 10.5% internal 

reservation allocated for Vanniyar community.  

  This reservation will be followed for government jobs and educational 

institutions from this academic year. 

Excavation begins in Porpanaikottai  

 The Tamilnadu Environment Minister Siva V Meyyanathan inaugurated 

archaeological excavation by Tamil Nadu Open University, at Porpanaikottai, 

Pudukkottai.  

  There are reports of a fort having stood at Porpanaikottai several years ago.  

  The Archaeologists said the evidence found in the area dates back 1,800 

years. 

7.5% reservation for government school students: 

 The Tamil Nadu government has decided to introduce 7.5% horizontal 

reservation for students of government schools in admissions to professional 

courses from the coming academic year.  

  The courses will include engineering, agriculture, veterinary and fisheries 

courses. 

e-budget - Tamil Nadu 

 It is the first time in the country that a state is presenting an e-budget.   

 Finance Minister P.T.R. Palanivel Thiaga Rajan presented DMK government’s 

first Budget after the election . 

Agriculture Budget - Tamil Nadu 

 A scheme for judicious use of water will be executed.  This scheme is to 

ensure overall agricultural development and self-sufficiency in all villages.  



 

 

  The State government will implement the scheme to promote solar pumps to 

meet the increasing demand for electricity for well irrigation in Tamil Nadu. 

first woman Othuvar in Tamil Nadu 

 Suhanjana Gopinath has been appointed as ‘Odhuvar’ at the 

Dhenupureeswarar temple in Chennai.  

  She became the first woman Othuvar in Tamil Nadu. 

Presidential approval for OBC ACT 

 The OBC, at the end of the ongoing Parliament.  After debate the bill was 

passed in both houses.  

 Following  this  it was sent to the president for approval.  

 The 127th Amendment was published in the Gazette.  

Hindustan-228 

 Hindustan-228 aircraft has been built with the aim of supporting the regional 

connectivity scheme-UDAN. 

  It will be utilised by civil operators and state Governments for their intra and 

inter-state connectivity.  

 It is headquartered in Bangalore. 

Vriksharopan Abhiyan – 2021 

 In this year, coal PSUs of the Ministry of Coal is to launch “Go Greening” 

drive.  

 Go Greening drive will be provided the right boost by launching Vriksharopan 

Abhiyan 2021. 

 This Mission will be launched by Union Minister of Coal, Mines and 

Parliamentary affairs, Prahalad Joshi. 

TN Budget highlights 

 The New Siddha University is to come up in Palani.  

  A Massive tree planting drive as part of 'Green Movement' initiative will be 

taken up in the next ten years. 

Agricultural budget 

 Agricultural Zonal Committees will be formed to protect the farmers from 

natural calamities.  

 Scheme of ‘Rural Youth Agricultural Skill Development Mission’ will be rolled 

out.  

  To motivate the educated youth to take up agriculture to next level in their 

native places.  

  An Integrated Farming System will be implemented. 



 

 

Plan             Place 

 Museum for agriculture       -   Chennai 

 Modern cold storage           -  Oddanchatram and Panruti 

 Rural agricultural market complex - Coonoor and Kotagiri 

 Modern Agricultural Marketing Centre - Kolathur in Chennai 

 Horticulture college       -          Jeenur near Krishnagiri district 

 Turmeric Research Centre -   Bhavani Sagar near Erode 

Kalaignar Urban Development Scheme  

 The Tamilnadu government will implement the Kalaignar Urban Development 

Scheme.  

  The objective of the programme was to provide employment to urban poor, 

who had lost their jobs because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

  Through this, Infrastructure including community hall, markets, modern 

libraries will be created in municipalities and town panchayats. 

Best Third Gender - Grace Banu 

 This is for her services rendered towards the welfare of the society.   

 This has been introduced for the first time by the government of Tamil Nadu to 

recognise transgenders and their contributions to the society.  

 Grace Banu has been conferred the first ever ‘Best Third Gender’ award by 

the Tamil Nadu government. 

State govt. school students   7.5% 

 The Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly adopted a Bill to earmark 7.5% of seats 

on “preferential basis” for students from State government schools. 

 

STATES 

Silver coin at the Keeladi 

 A punch-marked silver coin was found at the Keeladi excavation site in 

Sivagangai during the 7th phase of excavation. 

  It indicates that people from this region traded with the north India using 

these coins prevalent in the 6th century BCE.  

 The coin, which is marked with the figures of the sun, moon, bull, taurine, an 

animal figurine, and geometric designs show that Keeladi inhabitants were a 

trading community.  

 Silver punch-marked coins were in circulation from the time of Mahajana 

padas of the 6th century BCE. 

 



 

 

Transgender community in Karnataka 

 Karnataka has become the first state in the country to provide reservation for 

the ‘transgender community in all the government services.  

 The state provides one per cent reservation. 

Krishikarna project 

 The Mini polyhouse which is a kind of greenhouse will be built under the 

“Krishikarna” project.  

 It is launched in Kerala.  

  It is a joint initiative of the National Society for Agricultural Horticulture, the 

Sustainability Foundation and Qore3 Innovations. 

Devaranya scheme  

 In order to promote AYUSH in Madhya Pradesh and to link it with 

employment, the government has made the ‘Devaranya’ scheme.   

 The scheme has been made to provide employment to the people living in 

the tribal areas of the state.  

  A complete value chain for the production of AYUSH medicines will be 

developed in the state through Devaranya Yojana.  

  Self-help groups will also play an important role in this work. 

Smart Health Cards – Odisha 

 Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik announced Smart Health Cards for 

people in the state.  

  The smart health cards have been announced under the Biju Swasthya 

Kalyan Yojana.  

 Odisha is the first state in the country to provide this kind of Smart Health 

Cards to the people. 

Aligarh : 

 The Zila Panchayat Parishad of Aligarh passed a resolution seeking to 

rename Aligarh as Harigarh.   

 The proposal has now been sent to the Uttar Pradesh government, which will 

take the final decision.  

 The Uttar Pradesh government has already changed the name of several 

places.  

  They include,  

 

 

 



 

 

Old Name       New Name 

 Faizabad    to   Ayodhya,  

 Allahabad   to   Prayagraj and    

 Mughalsarai to  Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Nagar. 

Life of a prisoner  

 Belagavi’s Hindalga Central Prison authorities (Karnataka) have come up with 

a novel initiative where commoners will be allowed to live a prisoner’s life for 

24 hours.  

  The tourism concept, ‘A Day in the life of a prisoner’. 

Three Water Plus cities in Andhra Pradesh 

 Andhra Pradesh has now become the first state to have more than one ‘Water 

Plus’ certified city.  

  The three cities awarded are, 

 Vishakhapatnam Municipal Corporation 

  Vijayawada Municipal Corporation and  

 Tirupathi Municipal Corporation.  

 A total of nine cities across India were awarded ‘Water Plus’    certification 

Sub-category of creamy layer – Haryana 

 Two notifications were issued by the Haryana government sub-classifying 

backward classes solely on economic basis while fixing the criteria for creamy 

layer.  

  Supreme Court has quashed the Haryana government’s notification.  

  The apex court held that the Haryana’s notifications have violated the law 

declared in the Indra Sawhney judgment by identifying creamy layer only on 

the basis of income. 

Garbage generating project – Sivagangai 

 Kanjirangal Panchayat in sivagangai district of Tamil Nadu is implementing a 

project to generate wealth from waste.  

 Garbage is collected from all over the village and electricity is generated from 

it.  

  It is used for street lighting and other needs of the village. 

  The rest of the products in the power plant are sold as disinfectants. 

Teachers Eligibility Test  

 As the Tamil Nadu Government announcement, the Teachers Eligibility Test 

(TET) certificate will be extended for a lifetime.  

 It was before valid for seven years.  

 This order is also applicable to the TET certificate already issued by the 

teacher's recruitment board. 



 

 

The “Suket Model” project 

 Rajendra Prasad Agricultural University in Madhubani, Bihar is implementing 

the Sukhet Model project.  

  In it green manure and garbage from the fields and houses are colleted and 

in return money is given for a cooking gas cylinder.   

 Work is also underway to convert the accumulated waste into vermicompost.  

Natural fertilizer is also available through this. 

NATIONAL 

Marine Aids to Navigation Bill 2021  

 The Parliament passed the landmark ‘Marine Aids to Navigation Bill 2021’. 

 This bill will repeal and replace the Lighthouse Act 1927.  

  The Bill seeks to provide a framework for the development, maintenance, 

and management of aids to navigation in India.  

  As per the bill, the central government will appoint Director General, Deputy 

Director Generals or Directors for districts.  

  The Director General can advise the central government on matters related 

to aids to navigation, among others.  

  The provisions of the bill will apply to the entire country including various 

maritime zones including territorial waters, continental shelf and exclusive 

economic zone. 

Export of Raja Mircha 

 Over 250 kilograms of Raja Mircha, was exported to London from Nagaland.  

  Raja Mircha is also known as Naga King Chilli.  

 It is the first such export from Nagaland.  

 Raja Mircha got Geographical Indication certification in 2008.  

  It constantly figures in the top five on the list of the world’s hottest chilies 

based on Scoville Heat Units. 

Sambandar  statue: 

 The National Gallery of Australia (NGA) has announced that it would return 

14 works of art from its Asian art collection to India including Sambandar.  

  Dancing child-saint Sambandar of 12th century belongs to Chola dynasty.  

 Sambandar was one of the Nayanmars. 

Pink Protection project 

 The Kerala Police launched a new initiative called the Pink Protection project.   

 This project is for the protection of women in public, private and digital 

spaces.   

 The Pink Protection project aims to prevent dowry-related issues, cyber-

bullying & humiliation in public places. 

 



 

 

Higher Education in Regional Languages  

 The All-India Council of Technical Education (AICTE) has announced that it is 

creating a database of resources so that colleges can offer more programmes 

in the regional languages of the country.  

 This step has been taken so as to promote regional languages in the field of 

technical education.  

  In eight states, 14 engineering colleges are going to start engineering studies 

in five Indian languages.  

  They are Bengali, Hindi, Telugu, Tamil, and Marathi. 

 

Lithium exploration projects  

 The Geological Survey of India (GSI), under the government’s energy security 

plans, has taken up seven lithium exploration projects in the states of Andhra 

Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and 

Jammu & Kashmir.  

  Lithium exploration in the states of Rajasthan and Karnataka has also been 

undertaken by Atomic Minerals Directorate for Exploration and Research 

(AMDER) which comes under the ambit of the Department of Atomic Energy 

(DAE).  

National Research Foundation (NRF)  

 Dharmendra Pradhan, the Union Minister of Education, announced that the 

government of India is planning to set up a National Research Foundation 

(NRF).  

  Its primary aim to strengthen the country’s research ecosystem. 

  The NRF will be functioning as a structure that will connect the industry, 

academia and the R&D of the country. 

Controller General of Accounts  

 Deepak Das has taken over as the Controller General of Accounts (CGA).  
 Deepak Das is the 25th officer to hold the position of CGA.  

 CGA is the account keeper of the government and derives its mandate from 

Article 150 of the Constitution. 

Twin road tunnel  

 One side of Kerala’s first twin road tunnel, the Kuthiran tunnel on the 

ThrissurPalakkad highway, was opened recently.  

 This is the first road tunnel in the state.  

  It will drastically improve connectivity to Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.  

 The 1.6 km long tunnel is designed through Peechi-Vazahani wildlife 

sanctuary. 

 

 



 

 

Covid -19 - 100%  vaccination: 

 Bhubaneswar has become the first Indian city to achieve 100 per cent 

COVID19 vaccination.  

 This milestone is credited to the Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation running 

55 centres at all times for vaccines. 

 

Secured Logistics Documents Exchange  

  The government has launched the Secured Logistics Document    

      Exchange.  

  The initiative has been launched to reduce logistics cost, improve    

      logistics efficiency and   sustainability and promote multi-modality in a   

      big way.  

  A Calculator for Green House Gas Emissions has also been launched.  

  These digital initiatives have been launched by the government to fill  

      the gaps where no action has been taken either by the government or  

      the private players of the country. 

“Samagra Shiksha” Scheme : 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the continuation of Samagra Shiksha 

Scheme for School Education for five years from April 1, 2021 till March 31, 

2026.  

 The Samagra Shiksha Scheme is an integrated scheme that aims to cover the 

whole school education from school to class XII.  

  The scheme is in line with Sustainable Development Goal for Education 

(SDG4).  

  It aims to ensure that all children have access to quality education. 

Ladakh: 

 The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has constructed and black-topped the 

highest road in the world at Umlingla Pass in Eastern Ladakh.  

 The highest motorable road in the world is situated at an altitude of 19,300 

feet.  The road is a 52-km long stretch.  

  It passes through Umlingla Pass, connecting important towns in the Chumar 

sector of Eastern Ladakh. 

Bill to amend Scheduled Tribes list  

 The Rajya Sabha has passed the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order 

(Amendment) Bill, 2021.  

  The Bill amends the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950.  

  The Bill removes the Abor tribe from the list of identified STs in Arunachal 

Pradesh.  

 It replaces certain STs with other tribes.  

 



 

 

34th foundation day of TRIFED 

 Tribal Co-operative Marketing Federation of India (TRIFED) has celebrated its 

34th foundation day on 6th August.   

 TRIFED was founded to drive tribal development through marketing support 

for tribal products, both, handicrafts and Non-Timber Forest Produce (NTFP).  

  TRIFED was established on the 6th of August 1987.  

  It was established as a National level Cooperative body with the major 

objective of socio-economic development of tribals. 

India’s first   -  Heart Failure Biobank:  

 The first Heart Failure Biobank in the country has come up at the National 

Centre for Advanced Research and Excellence in HF at the Sree Chitra Tirunal 

Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology, Kerala. 

Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan Scheme 

 This scheme was launched to make six crore persons residing in rural areas, 

across States and UTs, digitally literate.   

 This scheme is being initiated under Digital India Programme.  

 This Scheme is applicable only in rural areas of India. 

Ladakh removes Inner Line Permit 

 The Ladakh Administration has removed the need of an Inner Line Permit 

(ILP) for all Indian nationals who seeks to visit protected areas of the union 

territory. 

PM-DAKSH Plan 

 The union minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Dr Virendra Kumar 

has unveiled a portal and mobile application named ‘PM-DAKSH’. 

 It aims to make the skill development schemes accessible to the target 

groups.  

  The ‘PM-DAKSH’ stands for Pradhan Mantri Dakshta Aur Kushalta Sampann 

Hitgrahi (PM-DAKSH) Yojana. 

Ujjwala – 2 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to launch the second edition of the 

government’s free LPG connection scheme called Ujjwala.  

  The Second edition of this scheme was launched from poll-bound Uttar 

Pradesh on Aug-10.  

  First version of the scheme was launched in 2016 from Uttar Pradesh.  

  Launch of Ujjwala - 2 scheme will be marked by handing over of one crore 

additional LPG connection by Prime Minister through video conferencing at 

Mahoba district in Uttar Pradesh. 



 

 

Zayed Talwar  Indian Navy and UAE Navy  2021: 

 The Indian Navy and UAE Navy conducted the bilateral naval exercise ‘Zayed 

Talwar 2021’ off the coast of Abu Dhabi.  

  The main objective of this naval exercise was to enhance interoperability and 

synergy between the two navies. 

Water villas in Lakshadweep  

 Maldives style water villas will soon be set up in Lakshadweep in a bid to 

attract tourists to scenic beauty in the Union Territory.  

  This project is first of its kind in India. 

Samakra Shiksha program: 

 The Union Cabinet has approved to continue the samakra Shiksha program 

part of the National Education Policy from April 1, 2021 to march 31, 2026 end 

of the academic year. 

127th Constitution Amendment Bill : 

 It was introduced in the Parliament to clarify some provisions of the 102nd 

Constitutional Amendment Bill, restoring the power of states to identify 

backward classes. 

  The Union Government introduced the 127th Constitution (amendment) bill, 

2021 in Lok Sabha on August 9, 2021 

India’s 5-point agenda 

 Five-point agenda had been laid down by PM to increase the maritime 

cooperation.  

  They are  

 Removal of barriers to legitimate maritime trade.  

  Resolution of maritime disputes peacefully in accordance with 

international law.  

 Fight threats from natural disasters, non-state actors.  

 Conservation of marine resources.  

75th Independence Day 

 The country will celebrate its 75th year of Independence at Red Fort this year.  

 The theme of India’s 75th Independence Day celebrations will be ‘Nation First, 

Always First’. 

 Kakori Train Action  

 The Uttar Pradesh government has renamed the landmark freedom 

movement event “Kakori Train Conspiracy” as “Kakori Train Action”.  



 

 

 This is done as a tribute to the revolutionaries who were hanged for robbing a 

train at Kakori to buy weapons in 1925. 

DABUS receives patent  

 South Africa, first time in the world, has granted a patent to an ‘artificial 

intelligence system’ 

 DABUS (which stands for “device for the autonomous bootstrapping of unified 

sentience”) is an AI system created by Stephen Thaler. 

Separation Terror Remembrance Day – Augest 14 

 After independence, Pakistan seceded from india.   

 By then millions of  people had migrated from India to Pakistan.   

 large – scale riots then claimed many lives.  

  To commemorate this, prime minister modi has announced that August 14 

will be observed as national Terrorism Remembrance Day. 

GSLV-F10-EOS-3  

 India’s attempt to place a geo-imaging satellite (GISAT-1) with its GSLV-F10- 

EOS-3 mission did not succeed.  

  The GSLV-F10 rocket of the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

was blasted off from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota  

  It had to launch the Earth Observation Satellite EOS-3 into space. 

Nirbhay 

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has 

successfully test-fired medium-range subsonic cruise missile Nirbhay.  

  It was test fired from the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur, off Odisha 

coast.  

  Nirbhay is India’s first Indigenous Technology Cruise Missile (ITCM). 

National Vehicle Scrappage Policy 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the National Vehicle Scrappage 

Policy recently. The National Vehicle Scrappage Policy is also dubbed as 

“voluntary vehicle-fleet modernisation programme”.  

 This programme aims to modernise India’s “vehicular population”. 

Fit India Freedom Run 2.0 

 Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports, Anurag Thakur, launched a 

nationwide programme of Fit India Freedom Run 2.0 on August 13, 2021.  

  This is to celebrate the Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav.  



 

 

  The programme has been launched at 75 ‘iconic’ locations.  

  The Fit India Freedom Run 2.0 will conclude on October 2, 2021. 

Quality of Life for Elderly Index 2021 

 It measures the quality of life led by the elderly in India.   

 Dr Bibek Debroy, Chairman of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime 

Minister (EAC-PM) released the Quality of Life for Elderly Index 2021.  

 The index analysed 45 different indicators across four key domains viz. 

Financial Well-being, Social Well-being, Health System, and Income Security.  

 Rajasthan has topped the ranking of Aged states.  

  Himachal Pradesh is top-scorer in Relatively Aged States. 

Satellite phone facility  

 Kaziranga National Park (KZP) in Assam has become the first National Park 

in India to be equipped with satellite phones.  

  In a first-of-its-kind move to provide assistance to prevent poaching and 

ensure coordinated functioning. 

Honour FIRST  

 The Indian Navy has inked a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the 

Infrastructure Development Finance Company (IDFC).   

 This is the first Bank to initiate ‘Honour FIRST’.  

  ‘Honour FIRST’ is a premium banking solution for serving personnel and 

veterans of the Indian Navy. 

Ramsar list: 

 The four sites that have been included are,  

 Thol,  Wadhwana from Gujarat,  

 Sultanpur , Bhindawas from Haryana.  

 The number of Ramsar sites in India have now reached to 46. 

Women to appear for NDA exam 

 NDA is the joint defence service training institute of Indian Armed Forces.  

 It is located in Khadakwasla in Pune, Maharashtra.  

  This academy is world’s first tri-service academy.   

 The Supreme Court has allowed the women to appear for National Defence 

Academy (NDA) exam. 

 



 

 

Student Entrepreneurship Program 3.0 

 This program was launched by Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog in 

collaboration with La Foundation Dassault Systems.  

 Theme of SEP 3.0 is ‘Made in 3D – Seed the Future Entrepreneurs Program’ 

Amrit Mahotsav Shri Shakti Challenge-2021 

 The union minister for Electronics and Information Technology Ashwini 

Vaishnav launched the ‘Amrit Mahotsav Shri Shakti Challenge-2021’.  

 The aim is to empower women to help them achieve their full potential. 

Bilateral maritime exercise  

 The Indian Navy and Vietnam People’s Navy (VPN) undertook a bilateral 

maritime exercise in the South China Sea. 

 India           - INS Ranvijay and INS Kora 

 Vietnam      -  VPNS Ly Thai To (HQ-012) 

“Urja”  Service  for cylinder booking 

 For the first time in the country’s oil and gas sector, Bharat Petroleum has 

introduced “Urja” communication service for service including booking of 

cooking gas cylinders and change of company distributing cylinders. 

Solar  Power  Project  

 The National  Thermal Power corporation has set up the country’s largest  

floating solar Photovoltaic project at the simhatri Thermal Power Station in 

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 

India could get first woman CJI 

 The Supreme Court Collegium headed by Chief Justice of India (CJI)         N 

V Ramana has recommended nine names, including three women judges for 

appointment as judges in the top court. 

  The three women judges recommended by 

 B .V. Nagarathna -   Karnataka High Court 

 Hima Kohli  -   Telangana High Court 

 M .Trivedi    -    Gujarat High Court 

 

 



 

 

Ubharte Sitaare Fund 

 The Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is set to launch an ambitious 

‘Ubharte Sitaare Fund’.  

  It will be launched for export-oriented firms and startups.  

  Ubharte Sitaare fund has been set up jointly by Exim Bank and SIDBI  

 It will be launched in Lucknow. 

Advanced chaff technology 

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has 

developed an advanced chaff technology.  

  The objective is to safeguard the Indian Air Force Fighter Jets from enemy 

missiles.  

  Chaff is an electronic counter-measure technology which is used by militaries 

across the world. 

Arogya Dhara 2.0 

 This is in order to increase the reach of Ayushman Bharat – Jan   

      Arogya Yojana.  

 Arogya Dhara 2.0 also seeks to create more awareness regarding    

    the Ayushman Bharat Scheme. 

 On the occasion, the minister launched three initiatives namely  

 Adhikar Patra,  

 Ayushman Mitra  

 Abhinandan Patra. 

National Education Policy – Karnataka 

 That ‘National Education Policy 2020’ will be implemented in Karnataka as the 

first state in the country during the current 2021-22 academic year, Minister 

Dharmendra Pradhan has started enrolling students  in college. 

All Women Tri-Services Mountaineering Team 

 An ‘All Women Tri-Services Mountaineering Team’ successfully          

   scaled Mt Manirang on August 15, 2021.  

 Mounttain Manirang (21,625 ft) is in Himachal Pradesh.  

 They unfurled the national flag as a part of commemorative  

      activities for ‘Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav’. 

  The team was led by Wing Commander Bhavana Mehra of the Indian Air 

Force. 

Jalakanyaka 

 A new marine algae species with an umbrella-like cap named Jalakanyaka, 

has been discovered on Andaman & Nicobar Islands.   

 This species is the 1st of the genus Acetabularia to be discovered in India 

 The new algae species has been named ‘Acetabularia jalakanyakae’, after 

the Sanskrit word ‘Jalakanyaka’.  



 

 

 It means the ‘goddess of oceans’ or ‘mermaid’. 

ZyCoV-D vaccine 

 The Drug Controller General of India has approved ZyCoV-D vaccine by 

Zydus Cadila for Emergency Use Authorization.  

 ZyCoV-D vaccine is the world’s first and India’s indigenously developed 

DNAbased vaccine for COVID-19.  

 Zydus Cadila developed this vaccine in partnership with the Department of 

Biotechnology under Mission COVID Suraksha. 

Promotion of “Colonel” to 5 female officers in the army 

 Currently, women officers in the Army, Warand Military Operations  Divisions  

are offered peramanent employment.  

 Lt. Colonel Sangeeta Sardana  

 Lt. Colonels Sonia Anand  

 Lt.Colonels Dukkal 

 Lt. Colonel Reenu Khanna 

 Lt.Colonel Ritza Sahar 

Exercise  - Indian Navy and Qatar Emiri Naval Force 

 The 2nd edition of Bilateral Maritime Exercise Zair-Al-Bahr (Roar of the Sea) 

2021 was conducted in the Persian Gulf.  

 The exercise is between the Indian Navy and Qatar Emiri Naval Force.  

  Indian Navy Guided Missile Stealth Frigate INS (Indian Naval Ship) Trikand 

arrived at Qatar’s capital city, Doha for participation in the sea phase. 

Introdcing LIC’s ‘Ananda ‘ mobile Processor 

 Through the new  processor, agents will be able to verify  customer details 

based on the reference number and receive applications electronically without 

the application form  on paper.  

 This will  allow them to complete their work faster and gain more customers. 

N. S. Vishwanathan Panel on Urban Co-operative Banks  

 The Reserve Bank of India had appointed committee headed by N.  

    S. Vishwanathan to make suggestions on structure for the urban  

     cooperative banks (UCBs). 

Global Manufacturing Risk Index 

 India has emerged as a global manufacturing hub.  



 

 

 It has effectively surpassed the United States to become the world’s second 

most desired manufacturing destination.  

 The top position is retained by China.  

  India’s ranking was reflected in Cushman & Wakefield’s 2021 Global 

Manufacturing Risk Index. 

E-Shram Portal  

 The Ministry of Labour and Employment launched the E-Shram portal.  

  E-Shram Portal will be the National Database of Unorganised workers 

(Shram Yogis).  

  The portal will do the targeted identification of the unorganized workers.  

  It will help take social security schemes to their doorstep.  

 This move will integrate the Centre’s social security schemes.   

 To Coordinate  this, the Minsitry of Labor has introduced a toll free number 

14434 . 

Wanchuwa Festival in Assam 

 Tiwa tribesmen perform their traditional dance as they take part in Wanchuwa 

Festival in Assam.  

 This festival is celebrated by Tiwa tribesmen to mark their good harvest.  

  Tiwa is also known as Lalung is an indigenous community inhabiting the 

states of Assam and Meghalaya. 

   They are recognized as a Scheduled tribe within the state of Assam.  

  They practice Jhum or shifting cultivation. 

SUJALAM 

 This is to create more and more Open Defecation Free (ODF) Plus villages by 

undertaking wastewater management at the village level.  

  Ministry of Jal Shakti has launched a ‘100 days campaign’ named SUJALAM. 

Mission Vatsalya 

 Maharashtra government launched a special mission called “Mission 

Vatsalya” in order to help women who lost their husbands to COVID-19.  

  Under this mission, schemes like Sanjay Gandhi Niradhar Yojana and 

Gharkul Yojana will benefit those for women.  

 This mission is being implemented by women and child development (WCD) 

Department. 

Operation Devi Shakti 

 India's complex mission to evacuate its citizens and Afghan partners from 

Kabul has been named as "Operation Devi Shakti". 

‘Fit India App’ Service 

 Union Sports Minister Anurag Thakur has launched a dedicated ‘mobile app’ 

service for the second anniversary of the ‘Fit India’ movement. 



 

 

  Former Indian hockey player Major Dianchand’s birthday is celebrated on 

August 29 as National Sports Day. 

Rail Mat Processor 

 Rail MADAD Mobile Application for Desired Assistance During Travel has 

been launched to take immediate action on complaint and suggestions of train 

passengers 

The Malabar Exercise 

 Malabar began as a bilateral naval exercise between India and the U.S. in 

1992.  

 Navies of the four member nations of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, or 

the Quad (India, the United States, Japan, and Australia) are participating in 

the 25th edition of the Malabar Exercise.  

 This began off the coast of Guam in the Pacific Ocean. 

India and Philippines 

 India and the Philippines conducted a naval exercise in the South China Sea 

recently.  

  Indian Navy had deployed its guided missile destroyer INS Ranvijay and 

guided missile corvette INS Kora.  

  The Philippine Navy has deployed its frigate BRP Antonio Luna, in the 

exercise.  

Greater Male Connectivity Project 

 Maldives government has officially signed an agreement with Mumbai-based 

company AFCONS, for the construction of the Greater Male Connectivity 

Project (GMCP).  

  It involves the construction of a 6.74-km-long bridge and causeway link that 

will connect the Maldives capital Male with the neighbouring islands of 

Villingli, Gulhifalhu and Thilafushi. 

Dedicated website for Handling Electronic Waste – Chennai IIT Design 

 In this context, IIT Chennai is designing a dedicated website called  ‘e-Source’ 

for the effective handling of electronic waste. 

  Holders of electronic waste and those who wish to purchase it can easily be 

contacted through that website.  

 This makes it easier to recycle and reuse waste. 

SAMRIDH Scheme 

 Start-up Accelerators of MeitY for pRoduct Innovation, Development and 

growth (SAMRIDH) programme was launched by the Ministry of Electronics & 

Information Technology (MeitY). 

 



 

 

“Shared Destiny 2021” - Defence Exercise 

 Militaries of China, Mongolia, Thailand and Pakistan are set to take part in a 

multinational peacekeeping exercise called “Shared Destiny-2021”. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

Youngest mountaineer to scale K2  

  A 19-year old Pakistani climber became the youngest person in the world to 

reach the summit of K2.  

  K2 is the second-highest peak in the world.  

 Mr. Shehroze Kashif from Lahore achieved the feat of scaling the 8,611-metre 

high peak with the aid of bottled oxygen.  

  Pakistan, Nepal, and China are home to the 14 highest peaks in the world, 

also known as the 8,000ers.  

 

UNESCO adds 7 sites to World Heritage List 

 The World Heritage Committee added seven sites to UNESCO’s World 

Heritage List.  

  Four of the sites have been inscribed for their rich biodiversity. They are      

 Amami-Oshima Island, Tokunoshima Island, northern part of 

Okinawa Island, and Iriomote Island (Japan),  

  Getbol, Korean Tidal Flats (Republic of Korea), o Kaeng Krachan 

Forest Complex (Thailand) and  

  Colchic Rainforests and Wetlands (Georgia).  

  The three cultural sites are the : 

 Dutch Water Defence Lines;  

 Arslantepe Mound archaeological tell in Turkey; and  

  Colonies of Benevolence in Belgium and the Netherlands 

Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure  

 Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) has been joined in by 25 

countries and seven international organisations as member till date.  

 Canada and Bangladesh are the new entrant to CDRI.  

  Prime minister launched the CDRI on September 23, 2019 during his speech 

at the UN Climate Action Summit 

Gilgit-Baltistan 

 Pakistani authorities have finalised a law to award provisional provincial 

status to strategically located Gilgit-Baltistan.  

 Gilgit-Baltistan is one of the disputed territories of India.  

  It is a chunk of high-altitude territory located on the north western corner of 

the Union Territory of Ladakh. 



 

 

AL-MOHED AL-HINDI 2021  

 India and Saudi Arabia is all set to conduct their first ever naval exercise 

called “AL-MOHED AL-HINDI 2021”.  

  To participate in the exercise, India’s guided-missile destroyer INS Kochi 

reached Saudi Arabia. 

Indo Tibrtampolice Force – Appointment of 2 female officers: 

For the first time, two female officers, prakriti and Diksha have been appointed to the 

post of assistant commandant in the force. 

Taliban – Afghanistan 

 Taliban forces captured Jalalabad one of afghanistans  main cities,this 

morning without any resistance.  

 Following that only Kabul the capital of Afghanistan was under state control.   

 But now it has been reported  that  Ali Ahmed Jalali has been appointed 

interim leader following the Taliban. 

SEACAT exercise  

 The Indian Navy participated in the U.S. Navy-led Southeast Asia 

Cooperation and Training (SEACAT) military exercise in Singapore.  

 The main objective of SEACAT 2021 was to enhance the interoperability and 

shared maritime security concerns and preserve rules -based international 

order 

Afghanistan 

 Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, has been declared the new President of 

Afghanistan.  

  The country's name has been changed to the "Islamic Emirate of 

Afghanistan".  

  The white flag with Shahadah on it has been re-introduced. 

Tropical storm Henri  

 Tropical Storm Henri has made its landfall near western Rhode Island 

recently.  

 Rohde Island is a state in New England region of the United States.  

 With respect to area, it is the smallest U.S. state.  

  This is the first hurricane in 30 years to hit New England. 

 

 

 



 

 

ECONOMIC 

e-RUPI Digital Payment Solution 

 The Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched “e-RUPI Digital Payment 
Solution” on August 2, 2021.  

 e-RUPI is an e-voucher-based payment solution. e-RUPI initiative was 

launched to limit touch points between government and beneficiary.  

 This Platform will also ensure that benefits reach its intended beneficiaries in 

a targeted and leak-proof manner. 

  e-RUPI is a one-time payment mechanism that will allow users to redeem 

voucher without using card, digital payments app or internet banking access.  

  The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) developed e-RUPI 

platform on its UPI platform.  

  It was launched in collaboration with Department of Financial Services, 

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare and National Health Authority 

  

ENVIRONMENT 

International Clean Air Catalyst Programme - Indore  

 The Indore city of Madhya Pradesh, or the cleanest city of India, has become 

the only city from the country to be selected for International Clean Air 

Catalyst Programme.  

  The project will be operated for a period of five years.  

  This is to purify the air in the city with the cooperation of Indore Municipal 

Corporation and Madhya Pradesh Pollution Control Board. 

Electric-waste Generation  

 In the year 2020, India's e waste generated is 31.6% more when compared to 

the previous year.  

 Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Minister of State for Environment, Forests and 

Climate Change relayed this information in the Rajya Sabha.  

  The Environment Ministry of India has notified 21 types of electrical and 

electronic equipment (EEE) which are to be considered as electric-waste. 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

World’s first reprogrammable commercial satellite  

 The European Space Agency is all set to launch the world’s first commercial 

fully re-programmable satellite.  

  It is called the Eutelsat Quantum.  

  The Quantum will be launched from the Guiana Space Centre in Latin 

America as a part of the payload for an Ariane 5 rocket.  

  The Eutelsat Quantum has been developed under an ESA Partnership 

Project with satellite operator Eutelsat and manufacturer Airbus.  



 

 

  The Quantum will offer coverage for a large geographical area ranging from 

Asia to West Africa for 15 years. 

Identify proteins in the living brain: 

 Researchers, for the first time, have come up with a new and successful 

approach to identify the proteins inside different types of neurons in the brain 

of a living animal.  

 The new study was led by North western University and the University of 

Pittsburgh. 

Merger of three black holes spotted 

 A rare merging of three supermassive black holes has been spotted by a 

team of astrophysicists in India.  

  All three merging black holes were part of galaxies in the Toucan 

constellation. 

SPORTS 

PV Sindhu's - Bronze 

 PV Sindhu has become first Indian woman to win two Olympic medals after 
defeating ‘He Bingjiao’ of China.  

  She is the first Indian woman to win Olympic silver.  

 At 2012 Rio Olympics, Sindhu had won women’s singles badminton silver in 

her Olympics debut.  

  She won bronze at the Tokyo Olympics. 

Anna Kissen hopper  - Gold 

 Anna Kissen hopper  is the only Austrian to win a gold medal in Olympic 

women's cycling. 

Paralympic Theme Song launch  

 The Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports, Anurag Singh Thakur 

launched the theme song for the Indian Paralympic contingent in New Delhi.  

  The song is titled “Kar De Kamaal Tu”.  

  The composer and singer of the song is Sanjeev Singh.  

  He is a Divyang cricket player from Lucknow.  

 54 para-sportspersons across 9 sports disciplines are participating in 

Paralympic Games in Tokyo. 

Lovlina Borgohain 

 Lovlina won the third Olympic medal for India.  

  She won bronze medal after against Busenaz Surmeneli from Turkey in 69kg 

welterweight semi-finals.  



 

 

  Lovlina Borgohain has also become the second Indian female boxer, after 

MC Mary Kom, to win an Olympic bronze.  

  Lovlina has become first-ever Assamese woman to win the Olympic medal.  

  Lovlina Borgohain is the third Indian boxer to win Olympic bronze following 

legendary boxers Mary Kom and Vijender Singh.  

  Mary Kom and Vijender Singh had won bronze medal respectively in 2012 

London Olympics and 2008 Beijing Olympics. 

Ravi Kumar Dahiya - silver  

  Indian wrestler Ravi Kumar Dahiya bagged the silver medal after losing in the 

final of men’s 57kg freestyle category to Russian Olympic Committee’s (ROC) 

Zavur Uguev.  

  This is India’s fifth medal at the Tokyo Olympics.  

 This is also the second silver of this campaign. 

Indian Men's Hockey - Bronze medal  

 In a historic, men’s hockey bronze-medal match, India beat the German team 

5-4. It is India's third hockey bronze medal in the history of the Olympics. 

Paralympics 

 The upcoming Tokyo Paralympics will witness the largest ever Indian 

contingent being send.  

 54 para-sportspersons are participating across 9 sports disciplines.  

 The 2020 Summer Paralympics Games are scheduled to be held in Tokyo, 

Japan from August 24 to September 05, 2021. 

World U20 Athletics Long Jump - Shailee 

 In the final held yesterday in Nairobi, the capital of Kenya, Shailee (17 years 

old) finishe second with a distance of 6.59Meters.  

Tokyo 2020 Summer Paralympic Games 

 The official Mascot is ‘Someity’. 

 Anurag Thakur and Nisith Pramanik launched Theme Song ‘Kar De Kamaal 

Tu’ for Paralympics. 

  The song is composed & sung by Sanjeev Singh, Divyang Cricket Player. 

 Javelin thrower Player  -  Devendra Jhajharia 

 High  jump -  Mariyappan Thangavelu  

 Paracanoe  -   Prachi Yadav 

 1st Indian woman para shooter  -  Avani Lekhera 

 1st Men Archers  -   Harvinder Singh and Vivek Chikara 



 

 

Silver medal women's -  long jump 

 Jhansi-born Shaili Singh won the silver medal in women's long jump at the 

World Athletics U20 Championships in Nairobi with a best attempt of 6.59m.  

 She came very close to the gold medal, falling short by just 0.01mm.  

 Sweden's Maja Askag won the gold medal (6.60m). 

Paralympic – Silver & Bronze 

 India yogesh Katunia won silver  in the discus throw event.  In the final yogesh 

won silver with a distance of 44.38 m. 

 Indias Vinod Kumar won a bronze medal in the F-52 men’s discus throw at 

the Paralympic Games with a new Asian record. 

Sumit Antil wins gold javelin throw with new world record 

 In the paralympic javelin throw F-64 category,  Indian Sumit broke his 

previous record and won the gold medal with a new world record.   

Silver for Kadunia in discus throw 

 Yogesh Kadunia, who excelled in the qualifying round and advanced to the 

final, finished second in the final with a distance of 44.48meters. 

  

AWARDS 

NatWest Group Earth Heroes award  

  The Satpura Tiger Reserve of the state has been awarded the NatWest 

Group Earth Heroes award in the Earth Guardian category for best 

management.  

 The Satpura Tiger Reserve in the Hoshangabad district.  

  It is the oldest forest wealth in the country.  

  The Satpura Tiger Reserve is said to be the soul of the eco-system of the 

central region of India. 

Prof. C.R. Rao Centenary Gold Medal award: 

 The Renowned economists Jagdish Bhagwati and C Rangarajan have been 

conferred with the inaugural Prof CR Rao Centenary Gold Medal (CGM). 

SKOCH awards - West Bengal  

 The government of West Bengal has received four SKOCH awards for its 

schemes under the Ease of Doing Business initiative.  

  The State scheme ‘Silpasathi’ - the online single window portal won the 

platinum award.  



 

 

  The Auto-Renewal of Certificate of Enlistment through the online system for 

urban areas has received the gold award.  

  Online issuance of trade licences in rural areas and the E-Nathikaran have 

won two silver awards 

Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced that Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna   

     Award will be renamed as Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award.  

 Dhyan Chand’s birthday is celebrated as National Sports Day.  

  He has won three Olympic golds for the country in Hockey.  

 Note  - The award was inaugurated in 1991-92.  

- The first recipient of the Khel Ratna was chess legend, Viswanathan Anand. 

Order of British Columbia award  

 The Leading Indian-origin entrepreneur Ajay Dilwari has been honoured with 

Canada's prestigious Order of British Columbia award.   

 Mr Dilwari is the owner of Canada's largest automotive group (Dilawri Group).  

  He is now among 16 "exceptional people" to be appointed to the Order of 

British Columbia. 

Brunel Medal award 

 The award was given as a mark of excellence in civil engineering within the 

industry. 

 Bhutan’s India-assisted Mangdechhu Hydroelectric Project was conferred with 

the Brunel Medal award. 

Bronze medal - Bajrang Punia 

 Indian wrestler Bajrang Punia has won the Olympic wrestling bronze medal in 

the men’s freestyle 65kg category. 

Gold medal -  Neeraj Chopra 

 Neeraj Chopra has won a gold medal for India in the javelin throw event at 

Tokyo Olympics.  

  The 87.58m throw got the Gold medal for him. 

International Army Games 

 The Indian Army is to take part in the International Army Games 2021 to be 

held in Russia.  

 101 members of the Indian Army will participate in this.  

  The games have been referred to as the War Olympics 

 



 

 

Best Municipal Corporation 

 Thanjavur Municipal Corporation has been selected for the Chief Minister's 

Award for the Best Municipal Corporation of Tamil Nadu for the year 2021. 

Tamil Nadu – awards 

 Kalpana Chawla Award – P. Shanmuga Priya 

 Dr.A.P.J. Abdul kalam award – Dr.M . Lakshmann 

 Avvaiyar  Award – Santhi Duraisamy 

 Thid Gender Award  –  Grace Banu 

Gallantry awards 

 Ashok chakra award – Babu Ram 

 Kirti Chakra  award – Altaf Hussaini Bhat 

Amit Kadri – Silver  

 The World U20 Athletics Championships are being held in Nairobi, the capital 

of Kenya. 

  The India team, including Tamil Nadu’s Bhatath Sreedharan, won a bronze 

medal in the  mixed 4x400 relay and started the medal  count.  

  In this situation,  Indian athlete Amit Kadri participated in the men’s 10,000 

Meter race. 

National award for teachers 

   Headmistress     School 

 Asha Devi       -    Panchayat Union Middle School at Piratiyur 

 D. Lallitha      -     Govt. Higher Secondary School in Modakurichi 

Indian Film Festival of Melbourne Awards 2021 

 The Family Man 2 actors Manoj Bajpayee and Samantha Akkineni were 

among the winners of the latest edition of the Indian Film Festival of 

Melbourne Awards. 

 The Best Feature Film award  -  Soorarai Pottru. 

 The Best Performance Male (Feature) actor  -  Suriya Sivakumar. 

 The Best Director Award  -  Anurag Basu (Ludo) 

Bhavina Patel - Silver medal  

 Bhavina Patel of Gujarat created history by becoming the first Indian Table 

tennis player to win silver medal at Paralympics.  

  She won silver in the women's singles class 4 at Tokyo Paralympics 2020. 



 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

National Handloom Day - August 07 

 The whole nation will mark the day to showcase the legacy of the Indian 

handloom industry and to honour the weavers across the country. 

   'Handloom, an Indian legacy' is the theme of this year. 

 

Nagasaki day - August 09  

 Japan commemorates the 9th of August every year as Nagasaki day.  On 

August 9, 1945, the United States dropped an atomic bomb on Nagasaki, 

Japan.  

  It was code-named "Fat Man". 

International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples  

 It is also observed to recognize the achievements and contributions that 

indigenous people make to improve world issues such as environmental 

protection.  

  The theme for 2021 is “Leaving no one behind: Indigenous peoples and the 

call for a new social contract.” 

August 12 - International Youth Day  

 This day is celebrated to recognize the efforts put in by the youth for the 

betterment of society.  

 The theme of International Youth Day 2021, “Transforming Food Systems: 

Youth Innovation for Human and Planetary Health” 

World Humanitarian Day - August 19 

 In 2021 we are celebrating the 12th World Humanitarian Day (WHD).  

 The theme for 2021 WHD is TheHumanRace: a global challenge for climate 

action in solidarity with people who need it the most. 

International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the Victims of Terrorism – Aug-21 

 The day is observed to pay tribute to the individuals across the globe who 

have been attacked, injured, traumatized or lost their lives because of terrorist 

attacks.   

 The theme of this year’s International Day is "Connections". 

 


