
 

 

TAMIL NADU 

16th Tamilnadu assembly election  

 Tamilnadu registered 72.78 percentage of polling in the recent 16th Assembly 

election.  

 Karur topped the districts with a high turnout of 83.92%.  

 Chennai recorded the least polling in the state with 59.06% voter turnout. 

Seed crusher near Uttiramerur  

 A rare stone has been found in Vinnamangalam village near Uttiramerur in 

Kanchipuram district. 

 Buried in the soil, it dates back to the 15th century.  Line 3 had inscriptions on it. 

Champions of Change Award 2020 - MK Stalin  

 The award was presented on behalf of the Interactive Forum on Indian Economy.  

 MK Stalin, Leader of the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, was awarded the 

'Champions of Change Award - 2020'. The award is given for his social welfare 

programs. 

Arjun Kalyan becomes 68th Indian Grandmaster  

 Tamil Nadu’s Arjun Kalyan became India’s 68th Chess Grandmaster.  

 He achieved this when he crossed the 2500 ELO mark after beating Dragan 

Kosic in the fifth round of GM Round Robin “Rujna Zore-3” in Serbia.  

 He began playing chess at the age of nine and got his FIDE rating a year later.  

 Arjun is coached by IM Saravanan and Ukrainian GM Aleksandr Goloshchapov 

 

STATES 

Shigmo Festival   

 Shigmo is the celebration of a ‘rich, golden harvest of paddy’ by the tribal 

communities of Goa.  

 Agricultural communities including the Kunbis, Gawdas and Velips celebrate the 

festival that also marks the onset of spring.  

 It was scheduled to take place in the first week of April. Goa has announced that 

this year no Shigmo spring festival parades due to sudden hike in COVID-19 

infections. 

Banana Festival in Kushinagar  

 The Uttar Pradesh government organised a ‘Banana Festival’ in Kushinagar the 

participation of at least 35 farmers and entrepreneurs.  



 

 

 The state government had in 2018 organised the One District One Product 

(ODOP) scheme to promote traditional enterprise.  

 Products in the Kushinagar made from banana fibre were selected in the ODOP 

scheme.  

Energy efficient towns  

 Bihar is set to become India’s First State to have 2 Green Energy Efficient towns.  

The 2 towns are Rajgir & Bodh Gaya.  

 To implement the project, the state government of Bihar will construct 500 MW 

solar energy plants at Lakhisarai & Bhagalpur 

 The green energy supply required for running the towns will be developed and 

supplied by the Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI).  

Jail Radio project  

 Jail Radio is an in-house production run by the inmates.  

 The programmes are broadcast from a studio inside the premises and reach to 

the inmates through speakers in the barracks.  

 “Tinka Tinka” foundation has launched ‘Jail Radio’ project in Haryana jails in 

collaboration with the State government.  

Utkal Divas - April 01  

 Under British rule, Odisha was part of the Bengal presidency, which consisted of 

the present-day Bihar, West Bengal, and Odisha.  

 Utkal Divas or Utakala Dibasha is celebrated on April 1 every year to remember 

the formation of the Odisha state.  

Free bus journey for Women  

 Women in Punjab can travel free of cost by government-run buses 

beginning April 1.  The state cabinet, chaired by Chief Minister Amarinder 

Singh gave its approval to the scheme.  

 The scheme is going to benefit over 1.31 crore women/girls in the state.  

5 lakh health insurance  

 Rajasthan becomes the first state in the country to provide free health insurance 

facility to all the citizens of the state.  

 The State began the registration for its cashless ‘mediclaim’ scheme Chiranjeevi 

Health Insurance Scheme.  

 Under this scheme each family will get annual health insurance up to 5 lakhs. 

 

 



 

 

Haryana New rules in Assembly  

 The Haryana State Government recently added several new provisions to 

maintain the decorum of the State Assembly.  

 According to the new rule, at least two ministers should be present at every 

sitting of the house.  

 The members shall not tear off the documents in the House in protest.  

 Another new rule states that timely action should be taken when the committees 

constituted by the Speaker of the Vidhan Sabha make recommendations. 

Mask Abhiyan of Odisha 

 The Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik recently launched a fourteen day 

“Mask Abhiyan” initiative.  

 The main objective of the initiative is to turn the use of mask into a habit.  

Jagananna Vidya Deevena Scheme  

 The main objective of the Jagananna Vidya Deevena Scheme is to provide 

scholarships to all the students who are not able to pay their fees because of 

their financial burden. 

 The scheme mainly focuses on students seeking higher education.  

 The scheme will directly credit the amount into the accounts of students’ 

mothers. Earlier, the money was transferred to the owners of the colleges. 

 The Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, YS Jagan Mohan Reddy recently 

released the first tranche of Rs 672 crores under the Jagananna Vidya Deevena 

Scheme for the year 2021-22.  

 

NATIONAL 

Jal Jeevan Mission 

 The mission was announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 15th August, 

2019. Aimed to provide tap water supply to every rural home by 2024. 

 Jal Jeevan Mission has achieved a new milestone of providing over 4 Crore rural 

households with tap water supply.  

Investment Opportunities in India’s Healthcare Sector  

 NITI Aayog released the report ‘Investment Opportunities in India’s Healthcare 

Sector’.  



 

 

 The report outlines the range of investment opportunities in various segments of 

India’s healthcare sector, including hospitals, medical devices and equipment, 

health insurance, telemedicine, home healthcare and medical value travel.  

 India’s healthcare industry has been growing at a Compound Annual Growth 

Rate of around 22% since 2016.  

Center for Happiness  

 The Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ inaugurated 

“Anandam: The Center for Happiness” in Indian Institute of Management (IIM), 

Jammu.  

 Anandam: The Centre for happiness aligns with the National Education Policy 

2020 that aims to transform India’s education system by 2021.  

 ‘Ānandam: The Center for Happiness’ will be divided into five broad categories, 

namely  

o Counselling,  

o Holistic wellness,  

o Elective courses on Happiness Development,  

o Research and Leadership &  

o Faculty Development.  

Fully electrified railway zone 

 West Central Railways has become the first fully electrified railway zone in the 

country.  

 Electrification of this railway section will provide various benefits such as o saving 

fuel, o reduction in travel time, o environmental protection 

Indian Railway New record  

 The Indian Railways has achieved the highest ever electrification of sections 

during 2020-21. This is 37% higher than that achieved in 2019-20. It has covered 

6,015 kilo metres of electrification in a single year.  

National Policy for Rare Diseases 

 Recently, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has approved the National 

Rare Disease Policy 2021.  

 Increase focus on indigenous research and local production of medicines.  

 Lower the cost of treatment of rare diseases.  

 Screen and detect rare diseases early at early stages, which will in turn help in 

their prevention 

 The rare diseases recorded in India are  

o primary immunodeficiency disorder 

o Cystic Fibrosis 

o Pompe disease  

o Gaucher’s disease 



 

 

o fabry disease 

Integrated Health Information Platform  

 The Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan recently launched the Integrated 

Health Information Platform.  

 The platform aims to provide better care and maintain confidential health data.  

 The Integrated Health Information Platform was launched in 2004.  

 The key features of the platform are real time data reporting through use of 

mobile applications, geo-tagging of health facilities, etc.  

 According to the health ministry, India is the first country to adopt such an 

advanced surveillance system.  

PLI Scheme  

 The Union Cabinet approves Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for White 

Goods (Air Conditioners and LED Lights).  

 The scheme is expected to attract global investments, generate large scale 

employment opportunities and enhance exports substantially.  

 The PLI Scheme for White Goods shall extend an incentive of 4% to 6% on 

incremental sales of goods manufactured in India for a period of five years to 

companies engaged in manufacturing of Air Conditioners and LED Lights. 

Anamaya initiative  

 It was launched by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare in collaboration with 

the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. The Union Health and Family Welfare Minister 

recently launched the Tribal Health Collaborative called “Anamaya”.  

 The main objective of the initiative is to enhance health and nutrition ecosystem 

of tribal communities in India. 

Hindi Translation of Odisha Itihaas  

 The Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently released the Hindi translation of 

“Odisha Itihaas”. It was translated to Hindi by Shankarlal Purohit. Odisha Itihaas  

 The book is available in Odia and English so far.  

 The book was written by Utkal Keshari Dr Harekrushna Mahatab. He wrote the 

book Odisha Itihaas in Ahmednagar Fort Jail.  

Tika Utsav  

 Tika Utsav is a vaccine festival. COVAXIN and COVISHIELD are the two major 

COVID-19 vaccines that are currently administered in India. 

 It is to be held between April 11, 2021, and April 14, 2021.  The main objective of 

the festival is to vaccinate as many people as possible.  

 It will also focus on zero wastage of the COVID-19 vaccine.  



 

 

Sushil Chandra  

 The incumbent Election Commissioner (EC) Sushil Chandra has been named to 

become the next Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) of India.  

 He was appointed by President Ram Nath Kovind as the 24th CEC.  

 He will replace incumbent CEC Sunil Arora.  

 S Krishnamurthy was the first IRS officer to be appointed to that position.  

 He oversaw the 2004 Lok Sabha elections’ conduct as the 13th CEC. 

Sputnik V  

 The Drugs Controller General of India has approved emergency use 

authorisation of the Russian Vaccine, Sputnik V.  

 It has now become the third vaccine to get emergency use authorisation from the 

drug regulator after Covishield and Covaxin.  

 Sputnik Vaccine was developed by Russia in the last year.  

 India has now become the 60th country to approve Sputnik V.  

 Russia is the first country in the world to register a vaccine against Coronavirus 

(August 2020). 

Covid Hit Nation  

 India on April 12, 2021 became the second-worst hit nation in the world by 

the COVID-19 pandemic, surpassing Brazil.  

 Maharashtra is the worst-hit state in the country. 

Poshan Gyan  

 It is a national digital repository on health and nutrition.  

 It was launched by NITI Aayog, in partnership with Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation and Centre for Social and Behaviour Change, Ashoka 

University. 

Hafkine Institute  

 The Government of India recently approved the transfer of technology from 

Bharat Biotech to Hafkine Institute.  

 The central government has given Maharashtra one year to carry out the 

production of the vaccine in the Haffkine Institute.  

 It was established in 1899 by Dr Waldermar Mordecai Haffkine.  It is one of the 

oldest biomedical research institutes of India.  

India Energy Dashboards  

 The Niti Aayog recently launched the India Energy Dashboards Version 2.0.  

 It will provide single window access to the data related to utilisation, pricing, 

production, distribution of energy in the country.  



 

 

 It will provide data from Central Electricity Authority, Ministry of Petroleum and 

Natural Gas and from Coal Controller’s Organisation.  

Gyanvapi Mosque Dispute :- 

 A civil court in Uttar Pradesh asked the Archaeological Survey of India to 

conduct a survey at the Gyanvapi mosque in Varanasi to determine whether it 

was built over a KashiVishwanath temple. 

 The order was passed after a suit claimed that the mosque was built at the site 

after a temple was demolished in 1669 by Aurangzeb. 
 

Gender Samvaad 

 Gender Samvaad is a joint attempt between the DeendayalAntyodayaYojana - 

National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) and the Initiative for What Works to 

Advance Women and Girls in the Economy (IWWAGE).  

 It aims to create a common platform to share experiences emerging from this effort.  

 The attempt is to generate greater awareness on gender related interventions under 

DAY-NRLM. 

India elected to three bodies of the UN  

 India was recently elected to the three bodies of the United Nations which 

operates under United Nations Economic and Social Council.  

1. Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ) 

2. Executive Board of the UN Entity for Gender Equality and 

Empowerment of Women (UN Women)  

3. Executive Board of the World Food Programme (WFP).  

 India was elected to all these three bodies by acclamation. 

External Auditor of OPCW  

 OPCW is an intergovernmental organisation and Implementing body for the 

Chemical Weapons Convention.  

 India’s Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) Girish Chandra Murmu has been 

appointed as External Auditor of the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical 

Weapons (OPCW) for a three-year term starting 2021.  

 India was also selected as a member of the Executive council of the OPCW 

representing the Asia group for another 2-year term.  

Crude oil output of India drops  

 The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas recently released its data for the fiscal 

year 2020-21.  

 According to the data, crude oil production of India fell to 30.5 million tonnes.  



 

 

 It was 32.17 million tonnes in 2019-20. 

 The crude oil production of India fell by 5% in 2020-21 as compared to the 

previous year. 

 The Natural Gas production in the year 2020-21 was at 28.67 billion cubic 

metres.  This was 8% less than the output in 2019-20. 

E-PROPERTY CARDS :- 

 The Prime Minister NarendraModi launched the distribution of E-Property Cards 

under the Svamitva Scheme. 

 The Svamitva Scheme was launched in 2020 on National Panchayati Raj day 

 Under the scheme, the mapping is to be done in a phase-wise manner between 

2020 and 2024. 

 Also, Continuously Operating Reference Station (CORS) will be used for 

demarcation. 

 The scheme is currently applicable only in the states of Karnataka, Maharashtra, 

Madhya Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE SCHEME  

 It is to provide financial Stability to people in rural areas as land can be used as 

an asset to get a loan.  

 It is to create accurate land records.  

 This will help in better rural planning.  

 It will help to support the Gram Panchayat Development Plan.  

 It will help solve property related disputes in rural areas. 

Global Energy Review report  

 The International Energy Agency recently released the Global Energy Review 

report.  

In India  

 According to the report, the Carbon Dioxide emissions in India is to be 1.4% 

higher than the levels recorded in 2019.  

 The coal-fired power generation is to increase by three times higher than the 

increase in generation from the renewables.  

 India has pledged to reduce the emission intensity of its GDP by 33% to 35% 

under Paris Agreement. 

 Currently, the carbon dioxide emissions of India is 60% below the global 

average. 

 

 



 

 

COVIRAP  

 IIT Kharagpur (Kgp) has successfully commercialized its flagship healthcare 

product - COVIRAP.  

 This novel diagnostic technology will be useful for infectious diseases including 

COVID-19 and beyond.  

 The COVID-19 diagnostic test can be conducted directly from human swab 

samples in the portable device. 

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana  

 The GOI recently announced that it will provide five kilo grams of free food grains 

under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana till June 2021.  

 The free food grains are being provided to around eighty crore beneficiaries 

under the National Food Security Act, 2013.  

 PMGKAY was launched in March 2020 by the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food 

and Public Distribution. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

Indo-Korean Park  

 The park has been developed in joint consultation with the Ministry of Defence, 

the Government of India, the Indian Army, the Delhi Cantonment Board, the 

Embassy of Korea and the Korean War Veterans Association of India.  

 This park will also act as a monument to India’s contributions as part of 21 

countries that participated in the Korean war 1950-53. 

 The Park was jointly inaugurated at Delhi Cantonment by Union minister Rajnath 

Singh and Minister of National Defence, Republic of Korea Mr Suh Wook 

SHANTIR OGROSHENA 2021  

 A multinational Military Exercise named ‘SHANTIR OGROSHENA’ 2021 (Front 

Runner of the Peace) is scheduled to be held in Bangladesh from April 04 to 12, 

2021.  

 The theme is “Robust Peace Keeping Operations”.  

 The exercise is being held to commemorate The birth centenary of Bangladesh 

‘Father of the Nation’ Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Mark glorious 

50 years of liberation of the country. 

World Immunisation & Logistics Summit 2021  

 HOPE Consortium’s first ever World Immunisation & Logistics Summit 2021 held 

in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 



 

 

 Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare of India 

highlighted India’s vaccine administration program and the development of two 

vaccines in India such as Covishield and Covaxin. 

 The discussion was on ‘Focus on Asia: Vaccine production and distribution 

across Asia’.  

ARWU - Academic Ranking of World Universities 

 The ARWU ranking is prepared by the Shanghai Ranking consultancy.  

 It is an independent organisation that is dedicated to research on higher 

education, intelligence and consultation.  

 The consultancy has been publishing the Academic Ranking of World 

Universities since 2009. 

 15 Indian universities have made it to the Academic Ranking of World 

Universities (ARWU) 2020.  

H-1B visa ban die out  

 US President Joe Biden has not issued any notification to extend the ban on H1B 

visa was brought in by the Trump administration last year.  

 The ban expired on March 31.  

 It allows US companies to employ foreign workers that require theoretical or 

technical expertise. 

E9 initiative  

 Spearheaded by the United Nations (UN), the E9 Partnership was first 

established in 1993.  

 E9 Countries include Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Mexico, 

Nigeria, and Pakistan.  

 The Minister for Education (India) addressed the consultation meeting of 

Education Ministers of E9 countries.  

 The meeting was on E9 initiative: Scaling up digital learning to accelerate 

progress towards Sustainable Development Goal 4 – Quality Education. 

Mega free trade agreement 

 Singapore ratified the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 

agreement.  

 It is the world’s largest free trade agreement, led by China.  

 The RCEP must first be ratified by at least six ASEAN and three non-ASEAN 

member states to come into effect.  

 RCEP is a multi-nation trade pact, comprising 10 ASEAN economies as well as 

Australia, China, Japan, New Zealand and South Korea.  

 India had opted out of it in 2019. 



 

 

Little Guru  

 A Sanskrit learning app ‘Little Guru’ has launched in Bangladesh by the Indira 

Gandhi Cultural Centre (IGCC) of the High Commission of India.  

 It is world’s first Gamified Sanskrit learning application.  

 This App aims to promote the Sanskrit language among students, religious 

scholars, Indologists and historians across the world. 

Air Bubble Agreement  

 The Indian government has finalized an air bubble agreement with Sri 

Lanka.  

 It will allow all eligible passengers to travel between the two countries.  

 A bilateral air bubble is a mechanism to resume flights between two 

nations with preconditions during the pandemic. 

Withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan  

 US President Biden recently announced that America is to withdraw all its 

troops from Afghanistan.  

 The new deadline announced by US coincides with the twentieth 

anniversary of 09/11 attacks.  

 In February 2020, US and its NATO allies signed a deal to withdraw all 

troops in fourteen months. 

Inclusive Internet Index 2021  

 The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), in partnership with Facebook, has 

released the Inclusive Internet Index 2021.  

 India has been ranked at 49th spot globally. It shares its rank with Thailand.  

 Top 5 Countries  

1. Sweden,   2. United States,   3. Spain,   4 Australia,   5 Hong Kong. 

My Body is My Own – report  

 Recently, The United Nations Population Fund’s (UNFPA) Flagship State of 

World Population Report 2021 titled ‘My Body is My Own’ was launched.  

 Nearly half the women from 57 developing countries do not have the right to 

make decisions regarding their bodies.  

 It also includes using contraception, seeking healthcare or even on their 

sexuality.  

 This is the first time a United Nations report has focused on bodily autonomy.  

 

 



 

 

Old City  

 Egypt found 3,000-Year-Old "Lost" City near its Luxor region.  

 It is located on the West bank of the Nile River.  It was connected with the god 

Aton and King Amenhotep III.  

 It is the "largest" ancient city ever found in Egypt, dating to a golden age of the 

pharaohs 3,000 years ago.  

 Formally named as Aten, the city is more commonly dubbed the ‘Lost Golden 

City. 

Currency Monitoring List :- 

 The U.S. Treasury has released this report.  

 It reviews currency practices of the U.S.’s 20 biggest trading partners. 

 India is one of the 11 countries on the ‘Monitoring List’ with regard to their 
currency Practices 

 The other 10 countries on the list with India are China, Japan, Korea, Germany, 

Ireland, Italy, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, and Mexico 

 This time, the US has removed China from its list of manipulators 

World Press Freedom Index 2021 

 It ranked 180 countries. 

 India was ranked 142 in the index 

 Norway topped the index followed by Finland and Denmark. 

 China ranked 177th out of 180 countries. 

 The report has named India as one of the world’s most dangerous countries for 

journalists. 

India as ‘Country of Particular Concern’  

 A US government organisation that monitors international religious freedom has 

recommended that India be designated as a “country of particular concern” for 

the second consecutive year.  

 Other new recommendations for the CPC list in the Commission’s 2021 were 

Russia, Syria and Vietnam.  

 Afghanistan, Algeria, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Indonesia, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, 

Turkey and Uzbekistan were recommended for a ‘Special Watch List’, along with 

Cuba and Nicaragua, both of which were already on the list for 2019. 

 

 



 

 

IDRISS DÉBY :- 

 Chad's President IdrissDéby, who was one of Africa's longest-serving leaders, 

died on April 20, 2021.  

  He died due to the injuries he sustained following clashes with rebels in the 

north of the country.  

 Déby was the winner of the Presidential Elections conducted on April 11th.  

 This would have been his sixth term in office.  

 IdrissDéby had spent more than three decades in power in Chad. 

 

ECONOMY 

Capital infusion in 4 PSBs  

 The Central Government has announced to infuse Rs 14,500 crore in four 

stateowned lenders in 2020-21 by issuing non-interest-bearing bonds to the 

banks.  

 The four state-owned lenders are  Central Bank of India, Indian Overseas Bank, 

Bank of India and  UCO Bank.  

Small Savings Schemes  

 The National Savings Institute operating under the Ministry of Finance recently 

announced that West Bengal is the top contributor to the Small Savings Scheme 

in the country.  

 The state contributes 15% of the total corpus.  

 It has so far collected Rs 90,000 crores under the Small Savings Scheme.  

Forbes’ Annual Billionaire list 

 The 35th edition Forbes World’s Billionaires list was released on April 06, 2021, 

comprising a record-breaking 2,755 billionaires.  

 The Amazon.com Inc founder, Jeff Bezos has topped Forbes’ annual world’s 

billionaires list for the fourth consecutive year.  

 India’s richest billionaire Mukesh Ambani ranked at 10th position with a total net 

worth of USD 84.5 billion.  

Integrated Health Information system  

 Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare, Dr Harsh Vardhan virtually launched 

the Integrated Health Information Platform (IHIP).  

 It is an advanced version of the Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme 

(IDSP)  

 With the launch, India became the 1st Country in the World to adopt an 

Advanced Digital Disease Surveillance System.  



 

 

 It is also the World’s biggest online disease surveillance platform (in terms of 

Geographical coverage, number of diseases covered & quantum of data 

generated).  

 National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), World Health Organization (WHO) 

were associated with the development of the platform.  

 The platform is in sync with the National Digital Health Mission and will help in 

achieving the dream of ‘Atma Nirbhar Swasth Bharat’.  

 IHIP is capable of tracking 33 diseases & provides real-time data in digital mode. 

SC 

Financial Inclusion Index  

 The Reserve Bank of India has announced that it will periodically publish a 

“Financial Inclusion Index” (FI Index) annually in July.  This is for the financial 

year ending previous March.  

 To measure the extent of financial inclusion in the country, the Reserve Bank 

proposes to construct and publish a Financial Inclusion Index (FI Index) based on 

multiple parameters. 

Recent RBI announcements  

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to allow payment system operators 

to take direct membership of Centralised Payment Systems (CPS), such as 

RTGS and NEFT. In a major move in the online payment segments.  

 The RBI noted that over the last few years, the role of non-bank entities in 

payment space such as prepaid payment instrument (PPI) issuers, card 

networks, white label ATM (WLA) operators, Trade Receivables Discounting 

System (TReDS) platforms, has grown in importance and volume. 

G-sec acquisition programme  

 The Reserve Bank of India recently announced a Government Security 

Acquisition Programme, GSAP 1.0.  

 Under the programme, the central bank will purchase government bonds of worth 

Rs 1 trillion (or one lakh crores of rupees).  

 The first purchase of Rs 25,000 crore is to be made on April 15, 2021.  

103rd Meeting of the Plenary Development Committee  

 Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman participated in 

Plenary Development Committee meeting from India.  

 She represented India, Bangladesh, Bhutan & Srilanka in this meeting.  

 She shared the information that the Government has announced Atma Nirbhar 

Packages of Rs 27.1 trillion, amounting to more than 13% of the GDP. 

 



 

 

Petroleum consumption in India  

 The Ministry of Petroleum recently released a report on petroleum consumption 

of India.  

 According to the report, fuel consumption of the country reduced by 9.1% in the 

year 2020-21 as compared to that of the previous year.  This is the first time the 

petroleum consumption contracted to the highest since 1998-99. 

RBI 

 The RBI has set up a committee headed by SudarshanSen to undertake a 

comprehensive review of the working of asset reconstruction companies (ARCs)  

in the financial sector ecosystem and recommend suitable measures for enabling 

them to meet the growing requirements.  

 ARC is a specialized financial institution that buys the Non-Performing Assets 

(NPAs) from banks and financial institutions  

 The asset reconstruction companies or ARCs are registered under the RBI. 

Mega Food Park  

 Italy recently launched the first “Mega Food Park” at Fanidhar in the Mehsana 

district of Gujarat.  

 It is the first Italian-Indian Food Park project launched in the country.  

 The Mega Food Park is a scheme implemented by the Ministry of Food 

Processing.  

Foreign Portfolio Investments in India  

 The Foreign Portfolio Investment refers to the purchase of securities and assets 

by investors from other country.  

 Foreign Direct Investment is the investment made by an individual or a firm 

(located in one country) in a business (located in another country).  

 In 2021, India has emerged as the largest recipient of Foreign Portfolio 

Investments (FPI).  The net FPI inflow for the fiscal year 2020-21 was Rs 2.74 

lakh crores.  

 Portfolio Investment is seen as a short term move and direct investment is seen 

as a long-term move. 

Ace Money Neobank 

 AcewareFinTech Services launched Kerala’s first neobank called Ace Money 

Neobank.  

 It has joined in partnership with YES Bank and ICICI Bank for this.  

 Aceware is a Kerala-based fintech services company.  

 The services of Ace Money Neobank are available at all the panchayats in 

Kerala.  



 

 

Neobanks  

 It is a kind of digital bank, entirely online instead of being present physically at 

a specific location.  

 Chqbook (Chqbook.com) - India’s first Neobank for small business owners 

like kiranas, merchants, chemists, and others running proprietorships. 

 FamPay - India’s first Neobank for teenagers. 

 Finin - India’s first full-fledged consumer neobank. 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Undersea cables  

 Facebook had planned two new undersea cables to connect Singapore, 

Indonesia and North America.  

 Named Echo and Bifrost, these will be the first two cables to go through a new 

diverse route crossing the Java Sea. 

Large Hadron Collider (LHC) 

 Physicists at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) in Switzerland might have 

discovered a brand-new force of nature.  

 It has a 27-kilometre ring of superconducting magnets with a number of 

accelerating structures to boost the energy of the particles along the way.  

 It is designed to produce proton-proton collision.  

 Inside the accelerator, two high-energy particle beams travel at close to the 

speed of light before they are made to collide.  

 The beams travel in opposite directions in two separate beam pipes kept at 

ultrahigh vacuum. 

 They are guided around the accelerator ring by a strong magnetic field 

maintained by superconducting electromagnets. 

Baikal-GVD  

 The Russian scientists recently launched one of the world’s biggest underwater 

neutrino telescopes called the Baikal-GVD (Gigaton Volume Detector) in the 

waters of Lake Baikal.  

 It is one of the three largest neutrino detectors in the world.  

 The telescope seeks to study in detail the elusive fundamental particles called 

neutrinos and to possibly determine their sources. 

Plant-Insect Gene Transfer 

 The Chinese scientists have recently identified the transfer of genes from plants 

to insects.  



 

 

 Usually transfer of genes happen among the same family.  

 Here the insect called whiteflies has incorporated a portion of DNA from plants 

into their genome.  

Quakes in Mars  

 Nasa’s InSight lander has recorded over 500 quakes to date on Mars since 

November 2018.  

 They originated in a region called Cerberus Fossae.  

 These findings support the idea that the planet is seismically active. The two 

recent quakes of magnitude 3.3 and 3.1.  

Rapid diagnosis of dengue  

 Researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi have developed a 

handheld Surface Enhanced Raman Spectroscopy (SERS)-based platform.  

 This is helpful in early diagnosis of dengue.  It also gives dengue test results 

within one hour (rapid diagnosis).  

 The research work was funded by IMPRINT India programme of the Ministry of 

Education.  

Odyssey  

 The image depicted Dunes in Mars.  

 Odyssey is the longest lasting spacecraft in Mars till date.  It was launched 

on April 7, 2001. It arrived at Mars on October 24, 2001.  

 The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) of the US 

recently released the image of Mars to mark the 20th anniversary of 

Odyssey.  

Remdesivir drug  

 The Government of India prohibits the exports of Remdesivir drug.  

 Remdesivir has been considered a key anti-viral drug in the fight against 

Coronavirus.  

 It was created in 2014 to treat Ebola.  Later it was used to treat SARS and 

MERS. 

WHO Guidelines on Zoonosis 

 The World Health Organisation, United Nations Environment Programme 

and the World Organisation for Animal Health laid down fresh guidelines.  

 Zoonosis is an infectious disease that transfers from non-human animals to 

humans.  

 They spread to humans through direct contact, water, food and 

environment. 



 

 

Artemis Programme  

 Artemis Programme is an international human space flight programme  

 The main objective of the programme is to launch a manned mission to the south 

pole region of the moon by 2024. 

 The National Aeronautics and Space Administration programme (NASA) will land 

the first person of colour on the moon as a part of its Artemis Programme.  

NanoSniffer  

 The Union Education Minister recently launched the world’s first Microsensor 

based Explosive Trace Detector called the “NanoSniffer”.  

 The NanoSniffer can detect explosives in less than ten seconds.  It can detect all 

class of military, homemade and conventional explosives.  

 The Explosive Trace Detection is the technology used to detect explosives of 

small magnitude.  

‘Whitest ever’ paint :- 

 The ultra-white paint is made up of barium sulphate. 

 That makes it whiter.  
 It can also cool surfaces 8 degrees Fahrenheit below their surroundings under strong 

sunlight during noon hours. 

 The paint can keep surfaces 19 degrees Fahrenheit cooler than their ambient 
surroundings at night.  

 This paint may be the closest equivalent to the blackest black paint called 
“Vantablack” 

Luna Space Mission  

 The Russian Space Agency ‘Roscosmos’ is to launch its spacecraft ‘Luna 25’ on 

October 2021, towards the icy South pole of the Moon.  

 The last spacecraft ‘Luna 24’ was launched in August 1976 by the Soviet Union.  

 They are taking up the project to study the water beneath the surface at the 

South pole of the Moon. 

VIRAFIN :- 

 The Drug Controller General of India recently provided “Restricted Emergency 
Use Approval” for the use of “Virafin”. 

 Virafin is used to treat Hepatitis B and C.  

 Now it is to be used to treat moderate COVID-19 infections.  

 A single dose of Virafin during the early stage of infection, will help COVID-19 
patients recover faster.  

 Zydus is also working on COVID-19 Vaccine ZyCoV-D. 

 

 



 

 

MOXIE  

 The Perseverance rover of Mars 2020 Mission of NASA recently converted 

carbon dioxide into oxygen.  

 This is the first time this has been achieved in another planet.  

 This was achieved by MOXIE (Mars Oxygen In-Situ Resource Utilization 

Experiment), an instrument placed in the front side of the rover.  MOXIE is also 

called “Mechanical Tree”.  

 

ENVIRONMENT 

Mount Merapi volcano erupts  

 Indonesia’s most volatile volcano erupted again.  

 It released plumes of ash high into air, streams of lava and debris down its slopes 

 The 2,968-metre-high volcano is on densely populated Java island near ancient 

city of Yogyakarta.  

 It is the most active of dozens of Indonesian volcanoes.  

New Butterfly species  

 A new taxon of Lycaenid butterfly has been discovered by researchers in the 

Western Ghats. The taxon belongs to Nacaduba genus.  

 The name of the butterfly species was suggested as Ramaswami’s Six Line blue 

and ‘Ceylon Varayanneeli’.  

Culex Mosquito  

 With the change in season and rise in temperature, culex or common house 

mosquitoes have made reappearance across Delhi.  

 Culex mosquitoes breed in unclean stagnant water.  Culex mosquitoes are 

known as carriers or vectors of diseases such as Japanese encephalitis, West 

Nile Virus and Lymphatic filariasis.  

Protected wetlands 

 Wular, Dal, Nigeen lakes in the Kashmir region and Sanasar, Manasbal and 

Purmandal lakes in the Jammu region are declared as protected wetlands.  

 Dal Lake in Srinagar along with five other famous lakes in Jammu and Kashmir 

would be declared protected wetlands.  

 The decision was taken in the meeting of the Jammu and Kashmir Wetland 

Authority, chaired by its Chief Secretary.  

 Chief Secretary asked the Forest Department to profile various wetlands of 

Jammu and Kashmir and recommend their notification under, Environment 

Protection Act, 1986 and Wetland (Conversation & Management) rules.  



 

 

Rosefinch  

 A team of scientists from the Bombay Natural History Society recorded a new 

species of bird.  

 It has been identified as the three banded Rosefinch.  

 Finch birds have worldwide distribution except for Australia and polar regions 

Saint Vincent Island  

 The La Soufriere volcano has erupted recently.  

 It has been erupting explosively, covering the main island of St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines in ash and debris.  

 Saint Vincent is a volcanic island in the Caribbean Sea.  It is the largest island of 

the country in the Caribbean Sea. 

Bill on Climate change for Financial firms  

 New Zealand recently introduced a bill on Climate Change for financial 

firms.  

 The bill is the first of its kind in the world.  New Zealand has fixed 2050 as 

the deadline to become carbon neutral. 

Artificial Islands :- 

 Maldives government is developing at least three artificial islands to tide over the 
rising sea-levels due to climate change.  

 Maldives is one of the world’s most low-lying terrains.  

 About 80% of the archipelago’s coral islands are at less than 1 metre above sea 
level. 
 

Indian Rhino Vision 2020 :- 

 It is drawing to a close with the translocation of two one-horned rhinos to Manas 

National Park, Assam.  

 Under the IRV 2020 program, at least 22 rhinos have been translocated from 

Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary (12) and Kaziranga National Park (10) to Manas National 

Park within Assam since 2008. 

 Launched in 2008, IRV was a joint programme of the Assam Forest Department, 

Worldwide Fund for Nature India (WWF-India), Bodoland Territorial Council, and the 

International Rhino Foundation. 

 Rhinos are now found in four protected Areas in Assam: Pabitora Wildlife Reserve, 

Rajiv Gandhi Orang National Park, Kaziranga National Park, and Manas National 

Park.  

 Only the Great One-Horned Rhino is found in India 
 

 Also known as Indian Rhino, it is the largest of the Rhino Species. 

 



 

 

National Climate Vulnerability Report 

  According to the report, eight Eastern States in the country are highly vulnerable to 

climate change.  

 They are Mizoram, Bihar, West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, 

Jharkhand and Assam 

 Apart from Maharashtra, the other comparatively least vulnerable states are Goa, 

Nagaland, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Haryana 

 They were named as the “Relatively Low Vulnerable states”. 

Lyrid Meteor Shower 

 It is active each year in April.  

 The radiant of the meteor shower is located in constellation Lyra. 

  Radiant of a meteor shower is the point from which the paths of the meteors originate.  

 It has been classified as the medium strength meteor shower. 

 The burning up of these debris is seen as streaks of light in the night sky.  

 They are called meteor showers. 

Light Pollution  

 The Researchers recently found that Light pollution from satellites 'poses threat' 

to astronomy.  

 Artificial satellites and space junk orbiting the Earth can increase the brightness 

of the night sky.  

 The overall brightness of the night sky will be increased by more than 10 per cent 

above natural light levels across the planet.  

 Such light pollution could hinder astronomers’ ability to make observations of our 

universe.  

 There are more than 9,200 tonnes of space objects in orbit around the Earth.  

Potamophylax coronavirus  

 Biologist Halil Ibrahimi has named a newly discovered insect after COVID-19 

virus.  

 The species was found in Accursed Mountains (Kosovo’s Western Bjeshket e 

Nemuna National Park).  

 The new species is considerably smaller and lives in open and high-altitude 

zones, that is, 2,000 metres above the sea level.  

World Assessment Report II  

 The United Nations recently released the Second World Ocean Assessment 

report.  



 

 

 It is the work of hundreds of scientists appointed by the members of United 

Nations from all over the world.  

 It follows the initial report, “World Ocean Assessment I” published in 2015. 

 

PERSONALITIES  And AWARDS, 

International Ranger Award  

 The award was created in 2020 to highlight and felicitate the extraordinary work 

that rangers do in protected and conserved areas worldwide 

 Mahinder Giri, the range officer of Rajaji Tiger Reserve, has won the prestigious 

International Ranger Award.  

 He is the only ranger from Asia to get receive this award. This award was given 

for his contribution towards conservation.  

Saraswati Samman 2020  

 Saraswati Samman is recognised as the most prestigious and highest literary 

award in the country instituted by KK Birla Foundation in 1991.  

 The Noted Marathi writer Dr Sharankumar Limbale will receive Saraswati 

Samman award 2020 for his book Sanatan.  

 Sanatan is an important social and historical document of the Dalit struggle. 

“Names of the Women” book  

 A book titled “Names of the Women” was authored by Jeet Thayil talks about the 

women whose roles were suppressed, reduced, or erased in the Gospels.  

 His Narcopolis book was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2012 and won the 

DSC Prize for South Asian Literature.  

Dadasaheb Phalke Award 

 The Dadasaheb Phalke Award is India's highest honour in cinema.  The award is 

presented by the Directorate of Film Festivals.   

 It is given for the recipient's contribution to the growth and development of Indian 

cinema.  

 The award is named after Dhundiraj Govind Phalke.  Phalke is revered as the 

father of Indian cinema. 

 Mr. Rajinikanth has been conferred with the prestigious Dadasaheb Phalke 

Award in this year. 

Turing Award 2020  

 The Turing Award carries a $1 million prize, with financial support provided by 

Google, Inc. 



 

 

 Alfred V. Aho has won the 2020 Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) 

A.M. Turing Award. 

Devishankar Awasthi Award 2020  

 The famous Devishankar Awasthi Award has been awarded to the prolific Hindi 

prose, journalist, and critic Ashutosh Bhardwaj.  

 This honour has been given to him for his work ‘Pitra-Vadh’.  This book has been 

published in English under the name of ‘The Death Trap’. 

Veerni Award  

 The award is given by the Chhattisgarh state recognises the contribution of 

Indian women in different fields, including sports. 

 Indian sprinter, Dutee Chand has been chosen for the inaugural edition of the 

Chhattisgarh Veerni Award.  

Prince Philip passes away  

 Prince Philip, husband of Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom has passed 

away.  He was aged 99.  

 He was officially known as the Duke of Edinburgh. 

GanjamVenkatasubbiah 

 He recent passed away at the age of 107.  

 He was a Veteran Kannada writer.  

 He was commonly known as a walking encyclopaedia of Kannada language and 

culture. 

Actor Vivek  

 Tamil actor Vivek recently passed away at 59.  

 In 2009, the Government of India awarded Vivek the Padma Shri award for his 

contribution to the arts.  

 His nickname Chinna Kalaivanar was as compared with NS Krishnan.  

 In 2010, Vivek launched Green Kalam, under the guidance of former President of 

India A. P. J. Abdul Kalam.  

Priyanka Mohite 

 Priyanka Mohite from Satara in western Maharashtra has scaled Mt Annapurna 

 She becomes the first Indian woman climber to achieve the feat.  

 Mt Annapurna is the 10th highest mountain peak in the world.  

 

 



 

 

Oscars 2021 - First Asian woman  

 Chloe Zhao is the first Asian woman and second woman ever to win best director 

at the Academy Awards.  

 The Chinese-born Zhao not only directed Nomadland, but also wrote the 

screenplay and edited the film.  

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

Guru Tegh Bahadur 400th Birth Anniversary  

 He is famously known for the protection he provided to the Sikhs and the 

Hindus against a 17th-century law that forced them to convert to Islam.  

 He is famous to have made long journeys to places such as Kashmir and 

Assam in the country to preach the tenets of Guru Nanak.  

 He was executed in the city of Delhi on the orders of Mughal Emperor 

Aurangzeb after he refused to embrace Islam.  

 Guru Tegh Bahadur Birth Anniversary is observed on April 1.  

International Children’s Book Day  

 International Children’s Book Day (ICBD) is organised annually by the 

International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY). The day is observed 

since 1967.  

 Theme for the year 2021 is “The Music of Words” 

 IBBY is an international non-profit organization, to inspire a love of reading and to 

call attention to children’s books.  

World Party day  

 Idea to have a World Party day came up in 1996 after the release of novel 

‘Flight: A Quantum Fiction Novel’.  

 It is an optimistic celebration of humanity which aims to promote unity, 

diversity and peaceful coexistence. 

National Maritime Day - April 05  

 The first celebration took place in 1964, April 04 to spread awareness about 

intercontinental commerce and the economy.  

 This year, India will mark its 58th edition of National Maritime Day.  

 The theme of National Maritime Day is ‘Sustainable Shipping beyond COVID-19’ 

on the lines of ‘Aatma Nirbhar Bharat’ initiative of the Government of India. 

 



 

 

World Health Day April 07 

 Health is not just about physical well-being but also about the mental and social 

aspects.  

 The day is celebrated every year to recognize the widespread contributions of our 

medical faculty and the success of the World Health Organization.  

 The theme for 2021 is Building a fairer, healthier world. 

Jallianwala Bagh Massacre Day – April 13  

 Jallianwala Bagh Massacre refers to the incident that took place in 1919 at 

Amritsar’s Jallianwala Bagh.  This year is the 102nd anniversary of the incident.  

 On April 13, 1919 people gathered at the Jallianwala Bagh to celebrate the 

festival of Baisakhi.  

 The Police Officer General Dyer ordered his troops to shoot the people.  

National Fire service day – April 14  

 They lost their lives while fighting a major fire on the ship, Fort Stikine, in 

1944, at Bombay Port. It is observed to pay homage to firemen and officers of 

the Mumbai Fire Brigade.  

 This year’s theme is “Maintenance of Fire Safety Equipment is to Mitigate Fire 

Hazrads”. 

World Art Day - April 15  

 It was declared by the International Association of Art (IAA), a partner of 

UNESCO first time in 2012.  

 He was an Italian painter, sculptor, architect, draughtsman, theorist, engineer and 

scientist. The date was chosen in honour of Leonardo da Vinci’s birthday 

 He was chosen as the symbol of world peace, freedom of expression and more. 

Transgender Welfare Day – April 15  

 Tamil Nadu established the country’s first Welfare Board for transgender persons 

under the DMK government in 2008.  

 In 2006, then Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi replaced the former title ‘aravani’ and 

replaced it with the more dignified ‘Thirunangai’.  

 A Welfare Board was set up with this name under the Social Welfare Department.  

 In April 15th, 2014, the Supreme Court in its judgment in the National Legal 

Services Authority v. Union of India case, recognised the transgender community 

as ‘third gender’.  

World Heritage Day – April 18 

 It was proposed by the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) 

on 18 April 1982 and approved by the General Assembly of UNESCO in 1983.  



 

 

 The 2021 theme is “Complex Pasts: Diverse Futures”.  

 Presently, there are 38 World Heritage Sites located in India that include 30 

Cultural properties, 7 Natural properties and 1 mixed site.  

ITU 

 It was established by United Nations International Telecommunication Union (ITU).  

 It is a global movement aimed at inspiring girls. 

 It is to motivate girls and women to consider science, technology, engineering, and 

math (STEM).  

 It will be celebrating the 10th Anniversary this year.  

 2021 Theme is ‘Connected Girls, Creating Brighter Futures’ 

World Homeopathy awareness week  

 Homoeopathy Awareness Week is from April 10 to April 16, 2021.  

 It is observed to celebrate the birth of Samuel Hahnemann.  He is the father of 

Homoeopathy 

National Panchayat Raj Day – April 24  

 Since then, the National Panchayat Raj Day is celebrated on April 24 every year 

in India.  

 The Panchayat raj is the oldest system of local government. 

 In 1992 a major change in the Panchayat system of India came in the form of the 

passage of the Panchayati Raj Act (73rd Amendment).  

 The act came into existence with effect from April 24, 1993.  

Ayushman Bharat Diwas – April 30  

 Ayushman Bharat Scheme largest heah scheme in the world launched by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi in April 2018.  

 They are to promote health and wellness to the poor and also to provide 

insurance benefits to them.  

 The theme for this year is “Keep your Health, Save Your Wealth”. 

 

 


