
 

 

TAMIL NADU 

Internal quota for Vanniyars  

 The Government of Tamil Nadu on February 26 passed a Bill temporarily 

providing an internal reservation of 10.5 per cent to the community under the 

category Most Backward Classes (V).  

 It has created two more groups — one covering 25 MBCs and 68 DNCs and 

another covering the remaining 22 MBCs.  

 The Vanniya kula kshatriya community includes vanniyar, vanniya, vannia 

gounder, gounder, padayachi, palli and agnikula kshatriya.  

 The Bill also provides an internal quota of 7% to Denotified Communities and the 

Most Backward Classes communities having similarity with Denotified 

Communities.  

 Other Most Backward Classes, not included in the above category, are provided 

with 2.5% quota.  

Asia’s largest Livestock Research centre  

 TN Chief Minister inaugurated the Advanced Institute of Integrated Research in 

Livestock and Animal Science (AIIRLAS) near Thalaivasal at Salem.  

 It is the largest facility in Asia.  

 AIIRLAS has four wings such as  

1. Livestock Farm Complex  

2. Livestock Products Technology Complex  

3. Extension education, Skill Training and Research complex  

4. Veterinary College and Research Institute (VCRI). 

Namma Chennai Smart Card 

 Namma Chennai Smart Card is a Ru-Pay powered co-branded, contactless 

prepaid card.  

 It facilitates various digital payments like tax and utility bill payments Greater 

Chennai Corporation centres.  

 ICICI Bank has partnered with the Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC) and 

Chennai Smart City Limited (CSCL) for the launch of this card. 

Dr J Jayalalithaa University in Villupuram  

 The Tamil Nadu assembly passed the Dr J Jayalalithaa University Bill 2021 to 

establish a new university.  

 According to this the Thiruvalluvar University would be bifurcated and a new 

university would be established in Villupuram.  

 It is named as Dr.Jayalalitha University. 



 

 

New Food park at GangaiKondan  

 The TN state government has approved the establishment of a Mega Food Park 

in Gangaikondan, Tirunelveli.  

 It is also proposed to establish Food Parks in Dharmapuri, Ariyalur, Perambalur, 

Karur, Nagapattinam, Ramanathapuram and Tenkasi districts.  

 These are setup under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan SAMPADA Yojana. 

Jayalalitha special kalaimamani awards and other awards  

 Veteran cine actors B. Saroja Devi and Sowcar Janaki, noted playback singers P. 

Susheela and Jamuna Rani and Bharatanatyam artistes Ambika Kameshwar and 

Parvathi Ravi Ghantasala have been named for the Puratchi Thalaivi Dr. J. 

Jayalalithaa Special Kalaimamani Awards for 2019 and 2020 by the Tamil Nadu 

government.  

 Noted artistes Vani Jayaram and S. Rajeswari have been named for receiving the 

all-India award — the M.S. Subbulakshmi Award (Music) for 2019 and 2020 

respectively.  

 Pollachi Tamil Isai Sangam and Tamil Isai Sangam at the Raja Muthiah Mandram 

in Madurai will receive shields for best cultural organisations.  

 Sabari Nadaka Kuzhu in Tiruvannamalai will receive the rolling shield for the best 

drama troupe.  

MGR Tradition Paddy Conservator Award 2021  

 “Bharat Ratna Dr.M.G.R Traditional Rice variety conservator Award” would be 

conferred for supporting the traditional paddy variety growing farmers and to 

conserve traditional varieties. 

 Prize was given to 

1. N.Sakthiprakash – Namakkal 

2. S.Velmurugan – Salem 

3. U.Sivaraman – Sivagangai 

Third World Thirukkural Conference  

 The Third World Thirukkural Conference was started in Thanjavur.  

 It is held on behalf of the World Tamil Research Institute, Bharath College of 

Science, Australia Melbourne Tamil Association, Ilangadu Natramizh Association 

and Thanjavur Tamil Thai Foundation. 

Keeladi excavation - 7th phase  

 In Keezhadi's 7th phase excavation, a damaged clay lid was found.   

 This lid resembles an earthen pot lid-like structure with a knob, used to hold 

water. It is said to be 2,600 years old.  



 

 

Potsherds in Ramanathapuram  

 Potsherds with inscriptions similar to the Indus Valley scripts have been 

discovered in Uthirakosamangai in Ramanathapuram.  

 Earlier, Chinese potsherds were discovered and documented along with a trident 

symbol pertaining to the Sethupathi period in Keelakarai in Ramanathapuram 

district. 

MitraClip  

 The minimally invasive method used in MitraClip therapy allows repair of a  

leaking mitral valve without open heart surgery.  

 In a first for Asia, four back-to-back MitraClip procedures were successfully 

performed in a single day at Apollo Hospitals, Chennai.  

 It surpassed Japan where MitraClip procedures were performed on three patients 

in a single day.  

Operation Tiruvallur  

 The aim of the operation is to provide a safe environment for citizens in and 

around Gummidipoondi area in Tiruvallur. This operation is for the safe disposal 

of nearly 10 tonnes of unexploded ordnance.  

 Dakshin Bharat Area under the Southern Command of the Army is undertaking 

this sensitive operation.  

 

STATES 

First epigraphical reference to Krishnadeva raya’s death 

 Officials from Archaeological Survey of India discovered the first epigraphical 

reference to the death of Krishnadevaraya Nayaka.  

 He was the third ruler from Tuluva dynasty.  

 He was the emperor of Vijayanagara empire during 1509-1529.  

 As per this inscription, Krishnadevaraya died on October 17, 1529.  

Mumbai Undersea Tunnel  

 The undersea tunnels will be built as a part of the Mumbai Coastal Road Project.  

 It comprises the land-filled roads on the areas that are reclaimed from the sea, 

tunnels, bridges.  

 The Coastal Road project is an under construction 22.2-kilometre freeway.  

 That would run along Mumbai's western coastline connecting Marine Lines in the 

south to Kandivali in the north.  

 It is the first undersea road tunnel in the country.  



 

 

 It will pass through the Arabian Sea near Girgaon Chowpatty 

Haryana reserves jobs for locals in the private sector  

 Haryana Governor Satyadeo Narain Arya has given assent to the Bill providing 

75% reservation in the private sector to job seekers from the state.  

 Only 10 per cent of the recruitment by a company needs to be from the district in 

which it is located.  

 It provides for training to eligible local candidates when qualified people are not 

available. 

India's first integrated Machine tool park  

 India’s first integrated machine tool park is named as Tumakuru Machine Tool 

Park.  It is built in Karnataka.  

 The Indian Machine Tools Manufacturers Association has provided the technical 

assistance to this.  

 The park is located at Vasanatha narasapura which is around 90 km from 

Bengaluru.  

PM Kisan Award  

 Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar presented the prestigious 

Prime Minister’s Kisan National Award to Nellore Collector K.V.N. Chakradhar 

Babu.  

 The award was presented during the second anniversary of the PM-Kisan Yojana 

in New Delhi.  

 Also, Anantapur was bagged the award for achieving 99.6% physical verification 

of beneficiaries under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi.  

Night Safari  

 Madhya Pradesh introduced night safaris in three of the national parks in the 

state. The three national parks are  

1. Bandhavgarh National Park 

2. Kanha National Park  

3. Pench National Park. 

Transgender Community Desk  

 The Cyberabad Police has launched India’s first-ever Transgender Community 

Desk’ at the Gachibowli Police Station in Hyderabad, Telangana.  

 Earlier in April 15th 2014, the Supreme Court recognised the transgender 

community as a third gender along with male and female. 

 



 

 

First Gender budget  

 Andhra Pradesh could be the first state in India to incorporate a concept called 

'Gender Budget' in its annual Budget for the Financial Year 2021-22  

 The gender budget list outs the expenditure for women welfare under various 

schemes of the state. 

Xcelerator Bengaluru  

 The 'Xcelerator Bengaluru' initiative will help 50,000 women entrepreneurs across 

the state to grow their business over the next 3 years. Karnataka Chief Minister 

B.S. Yediyurappa unveiled 'Xcelerator Bengaluru' initiative recently.  

 Xcelerator Bengaluru was jointly developed by, Global Alliance for Mass 

Entrepreneurship (GAME), Ubuntu Consortium and Federation of Karnataka 

Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FKCCI). 

First Milk ATM in Kashmir 

 A milk ATM was installed in Pulwama town of South Kashmir by a local 

businessman.  

 It was set up with the help of the animal husbandry department. The machine will 

help locals in the town to get quality milk at their will like any other money ATM. 

First forest healing centre  

 The First Forest Healing centre of the country was inaugurated near Ranikhet in 

Kalika, Uttarakhand.  

 The forest healing centre has been developed by the Research Wing of 

Uttarakhand Forest Department.  

 This centre would involve in many activities like forest walking, tree-hugging, 

forest meditation and sky gazing. 

First world skill centre  

 India’s first World Skill Centre was inaugurated in Bhubaneswar.  It is being 

established under the Odisha Skill Development Project assisted by the Asian 

Development Bank with ITE Education Services, Singapore as a knowledge 

partner.  

1% concession in stamp duty  

 The Maharashtra government's budget for 2021-22 offered one per cent 

concession in stamp duty if property is transferred in a woman's or women's 

name.  

 



 

 

First dedicated express cargo terminal  

 The Kempegowda International Airport in Bengaluru now has India’s first 

dedicated Express Cargo Terminal exclusively for export and import of 

international couriers.  

 This new facility will enhance the cargo processing capability by 1,50,000 Metric 

Tonnes. 

Project RE-HAB  

 A pilot project RE-HAB has been launched in Chelur village in Kodagu, 

Karnataka. 

 Reducing Elephant-Human Attacks using Bees is abbreviated as RE-HAB.  

 It involves installing bee boxes along the periphery of the Nagarahole National 

Park and Tiger Reserve.  

First Govt Run Animal Ambulance Network  

 The state government of the Andhra Pradesh has decided to set up “India’s first 

government-run ambulance network” for animals.  

 The Animal Husbandry Department was directed to set up one Mobile 

Ambulance Veterinary Clinic at each of the assembly constituency. 

SAAMAR Campaign  

 The Jharkhand government announced the launch of SAAMAR (Strategic Action 

for Alleviation of Malnutrition and Anaemia Reduction) campaign. to tackle 

malnutrition in the state.  

Kurnool Airport inaugurated in Andhra Pradesh  

 Union Minister for Civil Aviation Hardeep Singh Puri and Andhra Pradesh Chief 

Minister YS Jaganmohan Reddy inaugurated Kurnool Airport at Orvakal in 

Andhra Pradesh.  

 Kurnool is the sixth airport in Andhra Pradesh to become functional after Kadapa, 

Visakhapatnam, Tirupati, Rajahmundry and Vijayawada.  

UP tops in digital payments in country  

 Uttar Pradesh has set a record in the number of digital transactions.  

 These transactions were facilitated through various modes like mobile banking, 

Unified Payment Gateway (UPI) App, internet banking, debit card etc.  

 Also Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has identified Siddhartha Nagar and Firozabad 

two districts as the 'digital districts' in Uttar Pradesh.  

 



 

 

World's first mobile water  

 Maithri Aquatech is a startup, formed under the initiative ‘Make in India’.  

MEGHDOOT means ‘Messenger of the Sky’.  

 Maithri Aquatech has set up the ‘World’s First Mobile Water from Air Kiosk and 

Water Knowledge Centre’ with the use of its ‘MEGHDOOT solution’ in 

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.  

 

NATIONAL 

President’s rule in Puducherry  

 The President rule is imposed recently in Puducherry after Narayana Samy 

government resignation.  

City Innovation Exchange  

 The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has launched the 'City Innovation 

Exchange' platform.  

 This platform will provide eco-system to connect innovators with cities at national 

level.  

 It will facilitate the discovery, design and validation of solutions through a robust, 

transparent and user-centric process.  

One District One Focus Product  

 The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare in consultation with the Ministry 

of Food Processing Industries has finalized the products for One District One 

Focus Product.  

 The products have been identified from agricultural, horticultural, animal, poultry, 

milk, fisheries and aquaculture, marine sectors for 728 districts across the 

country.  

 These identified products will be supported under the PM-FME scheme of the 

Ministry of Food Processing Industries.  

 Fruits have been identified for 226 districts, vegetables for 107 districts and 

spices for 105 districts.  

 The chief food crop paddy has been identified for 40 districts while wheat for 5 

districts. 

Global Bio India 2021 

 The Union Minister for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences and Health & 

Family Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan inaugurated the second edition of Global 

BioIndia-2021 in New Delhi through virtual mode.  



 

 

 The three-day event being held from 1st to 3rd March 2021 has been organized 

on a digital platform.  

 The theme for this year is “Transforming lives” with the tag line “Biosciences to 

Bio-economy”. 

CERA Week global energy and environment leadership award  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be honoured with the CERAWeek global 

energy and environment leadership award.  

 It is recognition of his commitment to sustainability in the energy and the 

environment.  

 The year 2021 marks the 39th edition of the conference. 

LSTV-RSTV merged  

 Rajya Sabha Television used to broadcast the proceedings of the upper House of 

Parliament. Lok Sabha Television used to broadcast the proceedings of the lower 

House of Parliament.  

 Now under the banner of Sansad, TV it is expected that Lok Sabha TV will 

continue to telecast live proceedings of the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha TV that 

of the Rajya Sabha.  

Miss India 2020  

 23-years old Manasa Varanasi from Telangana was crowned the winner of Miss 

India 2020. 

 Miss India 2019, Suman Ratan Singh Rao crowned her successor Manasa the 

Miss India 2020. 

 She will represent India at the 70th Miss World pageant in December 2021. 

Interim Director of CBI 

 Praveen Sinha has been appointed in place of the incumbent chief RK Shukla, 

whose tenure came to an end on February 03, 2021 as the interim director of the 

Central Bureau of Investigation. 

 He is a 1988-batch Gujarat cadre Indian Police Service officer. 

Malaria Elimination Certificate – El Salvador  

 El Salvador became the first country Central America to be awarded a 

certification of malaria elimination by the World Health Organization. 

 Certification of malaria is granted by WHO when a country has proven that the 

chain of indigenous transmission has been interrupted notion wide for at least the 

previous three consecutive years.  

 



 

 

National committee  

 The National Committee is set up to commemorate 75 years of India’s 

Independence. It is a 259-member high-level national committee.  

 The committee includes Union Ministers, Chief Ministers, Governors and leaders 

from different political parties.  

 The celebrations are proposed to be launched 75 weeks prior to this date on 12th 

of this month.  

 12th March is the 91st anniversary of the historic Salt Satyagraha led by 

Mahatma Gandhi 

Red Rice  

 In a major boost to India’s rice exports potential, the first consignment of ‘red rice’ 

was flagged off to the USA.  

  ‘Red rice’ is grown in Brahmaputra valley of Assam grown without the use of any 

chemical fertilizer.  

 Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority 

(APEDA) has promoting rice exports through the Rice Export Promotion Forum 

(REPF).  

FSSAI guidelines on GMO Crops  

 The task of regulating GMO levels in imported consumables was initially with the 

Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) under the Union environment 

ministry.  

 Now it is under the control of the FSSAI of the Ministry of Health & Family 

Welfare since 2006. 

 The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) issued an order 

setting the permissible limit for genetically modified organisms (GMO) in imported 

food crops at 1%. It amounts to an advocacy for zero presence of GMO in food 

and some other consumables.  

Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Nidhi  

 The Union Cabinet has approved the Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Nidhi 

as a single non-lapsable reserve fund.  

 The major benefit will be enhanced access to universal & affordable health care 

through availability of earmarked resources, while ensuring that the amount does 

not lapse at the end of financial year. The fund will be administered and 

maintained by the Ministry of Health & Family welfare.  

 This revenue in the fund will be used for the flagship schemes of the Health 

Ministry including the  

o National Health Mission,  

o Health and Wellness Centres  



 

 

o Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana.  

Amrit Mahotsav  

 ‘Amrit Mahotsav’ will be celebrated to mark India’s 75 years of Independence.  

This could be held at 75 locations across the nation for 75 weeks.  

 This grand festival will begin from Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad in Gujarat 

from March 12. 

Mobilising Electric Vehicle Financing in India report  

 NITI Aayog and Rocky Mountain Institute India released a new report ‘Mobilising 

Electric Vehicle Financing in India.  

 The report highlights the role of finance in India’s transition to electric vehicles.  

Biggest floating solar power plant  

 India’s largest floating solar power plant is expected to be commissioned at 

Ramagundam in Peddapalli district of Telangana.  It belongs to the National 

Thermal Power Corporation. The Capacity of the power plant is 100 MW.  

BBC awards  

 Kerala-based long jumper and Olympian Anju Bobby George has bagged the 

BBC lifetime achievement award for best athlete in India.  

 Chess champion Grandmaster Koneru Humpy bagged the BBC Indian 

Sportswoman of the year 2021 award.  

 The Shooting star Manu Bhaker won the BBC’s emerging player of the year 

award.  

OBC Reservation  

 The Supreme Court ruled that the reservation for Other Backward Classes 

(OBCs) is only ‘statutory’, unlike the ‘constitutional’ reservation for Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes.  

 It also said that if the reservation for SCs and STs were to consume the entire 

50% of seats of SCs/STs/OBCs in the concerned local bodies, the question of 

providing further reservation to OBCs would not arise.  

MoU  

 The Union Cabinet chaired by the PM Narendra Modi, has given its approval on 

the memorandum of understanding on cooperation in sports & youth affairs 

between India and Maldives.  



 

 

 This will help to expand the expertise and knowledge with respect to sports 

science, sports medicines, coaching techniques and participation in youth 

festivals & camps. 

Medical Termination of Pregnancy Bill, 2020  

 The bill seeks to amend the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971.  

 It provides for enhancing the upper gestation limit from 20 to 24 weeks for special 

categories of women.  

 Currently, abortion requires the opinion of one doctor if it is done within 12 weeks 

of conception and two doctors if it is done between 12 and 20 weeks.  

 The bill allows abortion to be done on the advice of one doctor up to 20 weeks, 

and two doctors in the case of certain categories of women between 20 and 24 

weeks. 

 ‘Stop TB Partnership Board’  

 The Union Health Minister, Dr. Harsh Vardhan, has been appointed as the 

chairman of “Stop TB Partnership Board”.  

 This appointment was made to recognise his outstanding contribution towards 

the movement of eradicating Tuberculosis (TB) from India by 2025.  

 Stop TB Partnership is an international body which is having the power to align 

the nations to fight against TB. The body works with the vision of a “TB-free 

world”. 

Vehicle Scrapping Policy  

 The Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways, Nitin Gadkari, has 

introduced the Vehicle Scrapping Policy on March 18, 2021 in the Lok Sabha.  

This will come into effect from April 1, 2021.  

 51 lakhs of the light motor vehicles which are 20 years old and 34 lakhs of light 

motor vehicles are older than 15 years more will be scrapped under this policy.  

 The policy was introduced with the aim of creating an ecosystem to phase out the 

unfit, old and polluting vehicles.  

 Under the policy, personal vehicles will have to undergo the fitness tests at the 

automated centres after 20 years.  

 On the other hand, the commercial vehicles will have to undergo the fitness test 

after 15 years.  

Indian Naval Landing Craft Utility L58  

 Indian Naval Landing Craft Utility (LCU) L58 was commissioned into the Indian 

Navy at Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar Islands.  

 It is Indigenously designed and built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers 

Ltd (GRSE), Kolkata. 



 

 

World's Highest Railway Bridge  

 The Chenab Bridge is an Indian railway steel and concrete arch bridge under 

construction between Bakkal and Kauri in the Reasi district of Jammu and 

Kashmir, India.  

 The rail line is expected to be 35 metres taller than the Eiffel Tower in Paris.  

 It will be 359 metres above the Chenab river bed. The overall length of the bridge 

is 1,315 metres. 

Mobile Seva Appstore  

 India has developed its first indigenously developed App Store called “Mobile 

Seva Appstore”.  It is a mobile application hosting platform which is owned by the 

government of India.  

 It is an innovative initiative which has been launched by Ministry of Electronics 

and Information Technology (MeitY).  

 It seeks to enable all the central, state and local government departments and 

agencies to deliver their services using the channels of mobile.  

Van Dhan Vikas Yojana  

 The Van Dhan Vikas Yojana is a programme for value addition, branding & 

marketing of Minor Forest Produces. Manipur has been declared as model state 

for Van Dhan Vikas Yojana.  

 The Van Dhan Scheme is an initiative of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and 

TRIFED. 

NATIONAL 82nd Raising Day  

 The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) is India's largest Central Armed Police 

Force functions under the authority of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) of the 

Government of India.  

 It came into existence as the Crown Representative's Police on 27 July 1939.  

 After Indian Independence, it became the Central Reserve Police Force on 

enactment of the CRPF Act on 28 December 1949.  

 In 1986, the CRPF had raised the first armed women’s battalion in the Asia 

region.  

SISFS  

 On 5th February 2021, the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 

Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce & Industry approved the Startup India Seed 

Fund Scheme (SISFS).  



 

 

 It aims to provide financial assistance to startups for proof of concept, prototype 

development, product trials, market entry and commercialization. The SISFS is 

aimed to support around 3600 startups across India.  

Sputnik V Vaccine production in India  

 Hyderabad based Virchow Biotech and the Russian Direct Investment FundRDIF 

announced an agreement to produce up to 200 million doses of Sputnik V in 

India.  It is Russia’s COVID-19 vaccine.  

 The technology transfer is expected to be completed in the second quarter of the 

year 2021.  

COVID-19 Vaccine pill  

 India's Premas Biotech has collaborated with Oramed Pharmaceuticals Inc. to 

develop an oral COVID-19 vaccine candidate.  Premas Biotech is an Indian 

company. 

ICG Ship Vajra  

 The Indian Coast Guard Ship ‘Vajra’ was commissioned at Kattupalli in Chennai. 

 The Ship is equipped with state-of-the-art facility and is designed to carry one 

twin-engine helicopter and four high speed boats.  

 The 98-meter ship has been designed and built by M/s Larsen & Toubro Ltd at 

Kattupalli, Chennai.  

NV Ramana - Next CJI  

 The Chief Justice of India SA Bobde has recommended Justice NV Ramana's 

from Andhra Pradesh name as the 48th CJI after he retires April 23rd .  

Inter-state Tiger Relocation Project  

 The relocation was meant to serve two purposes,  

o reducing tiger population in areas with excess tigers to majorly reduce 

territorial disputes,  

o to reintroduce tigers in areas where the population has considerably 

reduced due to various reasons. 

 The tiger relocation project was initiated in 2018.  Sundari - a tigress, shifted as 

part of India’s first inter-state translocation project in 2018 from Madhya Pradesh 

to Odisha, returned home recently.  

 

 

 



 

 

100+ comic books  

 Union Minister of Education Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ launched 100+ comic 

books created by teachers and students of CBSE schools and curated by 

NCERT.  

 These comics can be accessed online on DIKSHA web portal (diksha.gov.in) or 

via DIKSHA app on any android Smartphone.  

 The comics can also be accessed through a new WhatsApp powered Chatbot.  

CoreNet Global Academic Challenge 6.0  

 A team of four undergraduate students from the Indian Institute of Technology, 

Kharagpur emerged as winners at the CoreNet Global Academic Challenge 6.0.  

 The team from IIT Kharagpur was one of the four teams to progress into the final 

round out of 1300 teams all over the world.  

 This is the first time that a squad from India has emerged as winners in the 

CoreNet Global Academic Challenge since the inception of the competition in 

2015. 

Tribal TB Initiative  

 Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan launched 'Tribal TB Initiative' in pursuit 

of TB Mukt Bharat.  

 The Union Territories of Lakshadweep and district of Badgam in Jammu and 

Kashmir have been declared TB Free on World TB Day this year. 

My Experiments with Silence book  

 The book “My Experiments with Silence” is authored by Samir Soni on anxiety 

and self - discovery.  

 Soni said his book will be an “ode to anyone who has fought or is fighting their 

inner demons”. 

naval exercise  

 The Indian and US navies were part of joint drills in a passage exercise 

(PASSEX).  

 PASSEXs are conducted regularly by Indian Navy with units of friendly foreign 

navies, whilst visiting each other’s ports or during a rendezvous at sea. 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

 Eradicating poverty in China  



 

 

 President Xi Jinping declared that China has scored a “complete victory” in its 

fight against poverty.  

 He said that, the country lifting over 770 million people out of it in the last four 

decades.  

 China has a population of around 1.4 billion.  

2nd Trilateral dialogue  

 A trilateral dialogue was held among India, France, and Australia recently.  

 The aim of this trilateral dialogue is to build strong bilateral relation among the 

three countries.  

 The first India-France-Australia Trilateral Dialogue was held virtually on 

September 9, 2020.  

Conference on Pharmaceutical & Medical Devices  

 The 6th edition of the International Conference on Pharmaceutical & Medical 

Device sector was inaugurated by Union Minister Piyush Goyal.  

 The conference includes INDIA PHARMA 2021 & INDIA MEDICAL DEVICE 

2021.  

 The theme of India Pharma 2021: ‘Indian Pharma Industry: “Future is Now”.  

First nation to get COVAX vaccines  

 Ghana has become the first country in the world to receive vaccines acquired 

through the United Nations-backed COVAX initiative.  

 6,00,000 doses of the Astra Zeneca vaccine have been made by the Serum 

Institute of India.  

India on BRICS Chair ship  

 India has started its BRICS Chair ship with the inaugural three-day-long Sherpas’ 

meeting on February 25, 2021.  

 The BRICS state meet annual formal summits starting from 2009.  

 The 12th BRICS Summit was held by the Russia virtually. 

18th Edition of BioAsia 2020  

 Asia’s Largest Life Sciences and Biotechnology Convention – BioAsia 2021 was 

held in Hyderabad.  

 Theme of the event is “Moving the Needle”. 

 

 

 



 

 

Symposium on Sustainable Development of Dams & River  

 The International Commission on Large Dams (ICOLD) Symposium on 

Sustainable Development of Dams & River Basins was inaugurated by the 

Minister for Jal Shakti.  

 It is being organised by the International Commission on Large Dams (INCOLD) 

in association with  

o Dam Rehabilitation Improvement Project (DRIP),  

o Central Water Commission (CWC) and  

o National Hydrology Project (NHP).  

‘The Opportunity Index 2021’ report  

 This Report was made by LinkedIn.  

 It saw participation from more than 10,000 respondents across the Asia Pacific 

(APAC) region.  

 The report seeks to understand how people perceive opportunities and the 

barriers that stand in the way of achieving them.  

 It covered 2,285 respondents in India. Findings  

 9 in 10 or 89 per cent of women were negatively impacted by the coronavirus 

pandemic.  

 About 85%, or 4 in 5 working women in India believe they have missed out on a 

raise, promotion, or work offer because of their gender.  

 More women in India have experienced the impact of gender on career 

development when compared to the APAC region. 

 This Report was made by LinkedIn.  

 It saw participation from more than 10,000 respondents across the Asia Pacific 

(APAC) region.  

International Year of Millets  

 United Nations has unanimously declared 2023 as the International Year of 

Millets.  

 This was initiated by India with Bangladesh, Kenya, Nepal, Nigeria, Russia and 

Senegal and was co-sponsored by over 70 nations. 

Desert Flag 

 The Indian Air Force (IAF) participated for the first time in the multinational 

exercise called “Desert Flag” in the United Arab Emirates.  

 The “Desert Flag” exercise is a multinational exercise that involves the 

participation from ten countries such as France, United States (US), Bahrain, 

South Korea, Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates. 

 



 

 

Economic Freedom Index 2021 

 The Heritage Foundation, a US Conservative think-tank, recently launched the 

“Economic Freedom Index”.  

 In the index, Singapore has topped the global ranking for the second consecutive 

year.  

o Second place New Zealand  

o Third place Australia. 

Railway Helpline Number 139  

 The Indian Railways has merged all railway helpline numbers into a single 

number 139 for all queries, complaints, assistance, and quick grievance redressal 

during the journey. 

AsterX - military exercise  

 France has successfully launched the first military exercise in space.  The 

exercise has been codenamed as ‘AsterX’.  

 The German Space force and the US space force have also been participating in 

it.  

New 5G Radio Solutions  

 The Finnish company, Nokia has planned to develop a new cloud-based 5G radio 

solution.  

 It has partnered with Microsoft, Amazon web services and Google for this.  

IQAir Study  

 IQAir is a Swiss group that measures air quality levels based on the 

concentration of PM2.5.  

 The report also states that, twenty-two of the world’s 30 most polluted cities are in 

India.  

 Globally, New Delhi is ranked as the 10th most polluted city in the world.  

PASSEX with Bahrain’s Navy  

 Indian Navy undertook Passage Exercise (PASSEX) with Royal Bahrain Naval 

Force Corvette Al Muharraq in the Persian Gulf.  

 PASSEXs are conducted regularly by the Indian Navy with units of friendly 

foreign navies. 

 

 



 

 

CDRI  

 CDRI is an international coalition of countries, United Nations (UN) agencies, 

private sectors, multilateral development banks and academic institutions.  

 The European Union (EU) comprising of 27 members has joined the “Coalition for 

Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) initiative” of India.  

 The initiative aims to promote the disaster-resilient infrastructure.  

 The initiative was launched at the UN Climate Change Summit, held at Spain. 

Russia - 38 satellites for 18 countries  

 Russia has successfully put 38 satellites for 18 countries into orbit from Baikonur 

cosmodrome in Kazakhstan.  

 The rocket successfully placed the satellites from countries including Japan, 

South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Canada, Italy, Germany and Brazil.  

 The launcher also launched “Challenge-1 satellite”.  

World’s Most dangerous roads report  

 It was according to a study undertaken by international driver education company 

Zutobi.  

 Among the list of 56 countries in the study, South Africa has world’s most 

dangerous roads.  

 Thailand and US came in second and third position India came in at fourth place 

in this list.  

Resolution against Sri Lanka’s human rights record  

 The UNHRC resolution adopted the resolution titled ‘Promotion of Reconciliation 

Accountability and Human Rights in Sri Lanka’.  

 The resolution was adopted after 22 out of 47 members voted in favour of it.  

India was among the 14 countries that abstained from voting. 

International Intellectual Property Index  

 The IIP Index released annually by GIPC evaluates the IP rights, patents, 

copyright policies, commercialization of IP assets and ratification of International 

Treaties of 53 Global economies.  

 The report states that the overall global IP environment has improved in 2020, 

with 32 out of 53 Countries recording positive improvements in their score 

 India with a score of 38.40 has been ranked 40th out of 53 Global Economies in 

the 9th Edition of the ‘International Intellectual Property (IIP) Index.  

 USA, UK & Germany topped the Index.  

 



 

 

Vladimir Putin until 2036  

 Russia's lower house of parliament, the State Duma approved a bill recently.  The 

bill grants Putin the possibility of starting his presidency from scratch in 2024 and 

holding the office for two more terms until 2036. 

Miscarriage bereavement leave law  

 The Parliament of New Zealand passed the ‘Miscarriage bereavement leave law’.  

 This legislation provides mothers and their partners a “right to paid leave” after a 

miscarriage or stillbirth.  

 New Zealand has become the second country, following India, across the world 

to pass such a legislation.  

Mitali Express  

 A new passenger train called Mitali Express was inaugurated recently.  

 It was inaugurated jointly by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Bangladeshi 

counterpart Sheikh Hasina.  

 The new inter-country passenger train was launched on the occasion of 

'Bangabandhu' Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's birth centenary and golden jubilee of 

Bangladesh's Independence. 

 Bangabandhu-Bapu Museum 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Bangladeshi counterpart Sheikh Hasina 

jointly inaugurated the 'Bangabandhu-Bapu Museum' at the Bangabandhu 

International Conference Centre, Dhaka.  

 The museum has a digital exhibition on India’s Father of the Nation Mahatma 

Gandhi and Bangladesh's Father of the Nation 'Bangabandhu' Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman.  

Suez Canal issue  

 Suez Canal is a 193-km waterway that is pivotal in connecting Europe and Asia.  

 On March 23, due to weather obstructions a giant container ship, MV Ever Given, 

ended up getting stuck in one of the canal’s narrow stretches. Global trade has 

been impacted after a container ship got stuck in the Suez Canal 

 Ever Given, which has blocked the Suez Canal for almost a week now, has been 

freed from the channel’s shoreline. 

 

 

 



 

 

ECONOMY 

Currency and Finance Report  

 This is released by RBI for the year of 2020-21.  

 The theme of the Report is “Reviewing the Monetary Policy Framework".  

 The report also recommends that roll the terms for the members in six-member 

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

New Alpine Plant Species  

 A group of scientists discovered a new species of alpine plant in the Tawang 

district of Arunachal Pradesh.  

 The new species of plant belongs to the family of Himalayan sunflower.  

 It has been named as Cremanthodium indicum.  

 This species of plant generally flowers from July to August.  

Himalayan Serow Spotted in Assam  

 A Himalayan mammal "Himalayan Serow" has been spotted for the very first time 

in Assam.  

 The Himalayan serow as resembling a cross between a goat, a donkey, a cow, 

and a pig.  

 The Himalayan serow has now been categorised as 'vulnerable' in the IUCN Red 

List of Threatened Species.  

First Platypus Sanctuary  

 Australia is set to open the world’s first platypus sanctuary is to be setup in order 

to help the native species from going extinct. 

 The duck-billed platypus, a species unique to Australia, is facing extinction due to 

bush fires and drought linked to the climate crisis. 

 The facility will be build at Taronga’s Western Plains Zoo by 2022.  The refuge 

will be the first of its kind around the world. 

First dolphin research centre  

 India's and Asia's first National Dolphin Research Centre will come up on the 

bank of the Ganges in the premises of Patna University.  

 The dolphin is a highly endangered species under Schedule I of the Wildlife 

Protection Act, 1972.  

 The gangetic dolphin is one of the four freshwater dolphins’ species in the world.  



 

 

Exotic Earthworm  

 An exotic and highly invasive earthworm Amynthas alexandri of the 

Megascolecidae family has been collected and reported for the first time from 

Karnataka.  Its original home is to be Southeast Asia 

Asia Environmental Enforcement Award 2020  

 It is a statutory body constituted under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.  

 The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) has received the Asia Environmental 

Enforcement Award 2020.  

Candida Auris  

 The Researchers found Candida Auris on remote beaches of Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands  

 C. Auris survives on the skin before entering the body through wounds. Once in 

the bloodstream, it causes severe illness. 

 C. auris spreads from one patient to another in hospitals. It can lead to sepsis - a 

condition that kills up to 11 million people a year globally.  

New red algal seaweed species  

 A group of marine botanists have traced these native seaweed species along the 

coasts of Kanyakumari in Tamil Nadu and in Gujarat and Daman Diu.  

 Both varieties, Hypnea indica and Hypnea Bullata were discovered in 

Kanyakumari.  Hypnea indica was discovered in Shivrajpur and Somnath Pathan 

in Gujarat.  Hypnea Bullata grew along the coastline of Daman and Diu.  

 These can be a potential raw material for those involved in jelly and ice cream 

production.  

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Silver Antimony Telluride  

 Scientists at the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, 

have found a new material, Silver Antimony Telluride (AgSbTe2).  

 It is a nanomaterial compound synthesised from Silver, Antimony and Tellurium.  

 It can help in tapping waste heat produced by all kinds of domestic and industrial 

appliances.  

 Typically, not more than 15 to 20% of the waste heat can be utilized 

 



 

 

PSLV-C51  

 The 53rd mission of PSLV (PSLV-C51) launched Amazonia-1 of Brazil as primary 

satellite and 18 co-passenger payloads.  

 For the first time, a Brazilian satellite was launched by an Indian rocket from 

Sriharikota.  

 A photo of Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been engraved on the top panel of 

this spacecraft.  

 Amazonia-1 is also the first dedicated commercial mission of 

Bengaluruheadquartered ISRO’s commercial arm New Space India Limited 

(NSIL). 

Drug for Alzheimer’s treatment 

 Alzheimer's disease is an irreversible, progressive brain disorder.  

 It slowly destroys memory and thinking skills and, eventually, the ability to carry 

out the simplest tasks. 

 Through it, the neurons become dysfunctional in Alzheimer’s disease.  

 The molecule (molecule TGR63) could reduce the toxicity of Amyloid Beta (Aβ) 

toxicity.  

First Arctic-monitoring Satellite  

 Russia has successfully launched its first satellite to monitor the Arctic's climate 

and environment.  

 A Soyuz-2.1b carrier rocket with the "Arktika-M" satellite on board blasted off 

from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan.  

 The Arktika-M will provide round-the-clock continuous monitoring of the northern 

territory of Russia and the seas of the Arctic Ocean.  

Sindhu Netra satellite  

 It was launched aboard Indian Space Research Organisation's (ISRO) PSLV-C51 

from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.  

 It will also help in carrying out surveillance in specific areas such as the South 

China Sea or near the Gulf of Aden and the African coast 

Mars on Earth  

 NASA's Perseverance rover, now housed in Mars, will investigate whether there 

are microbialites in Jezero Crater.  

 Jezero Crater is the place where the spacecraft (Perseverance) landed. It is also 

believed that Jezero Crater have once been flooded with water.  

 NASA says the minerals and rock deposits at Salda are the nearest match on 

earth to those around the Jezero Crater.  



 

 

DUSTLIK II 

 The India - Uzbekistan joint military exercise DUSTLIK II commenced in Foreign 

Training Node Chaubatia, Ranikhet in Uttarakhand.  

 45 Soldiers each from Uzbekistan and Indian Army are participating in the 

exercise.  

 The focus of DUSTLIK II would be aimed at carrying out joint counter-terror 

operations in a mountainous rural and urban scenario. 

ISRO NISAR with NASA  

 NASA-ISRO “NISAR will be the first satellite mission to use two different radar 

frequencies L-band and S-band to measure changes in our planet’s surface less 

than a centimetre across. 

 NASA is providing the mission’s L-band SAR, a high-rate communication 

subsystem for science data, GPS receivers, a solid-state recorder and payload 

data subsystem. 

 ISRO is providing the spacecraft bus, the S-band radar, the launch vehicle and 

associated launch services for the mission 

Indigenours torpedo - shynea  

 The maiden flight trials of the indigenously developed ‘Advanced Light Torpedo 

(TAL) Shyena’ was conducted successfully.  

 It was fired from Indian Navy’s Ilyushin Il-38 Patrol Aircraft.  

 TAL Sheyna is an anti-submarine torpedo developed by the Naval Science and 

Technological Laboratory (NSTL).  

 ‘TAL Shyena’ was fired from a fixed-wing aircraft 

Fugaku Supercomputer  

 The Japanese scientific research institute called RIKEN and Fujitsu started 

developing the “Fugaku” six years ago.  

 The world’s most powerful supercomputer Fugaku has been named after an 

alternative name for Mount Fuji.  

Hydrogen from Brown Coal  

 A Japanese-Australian venture has started producing hydrogen from brown coal.  

 The project aims to show that liquefied hydrogen can be produced commercially 

and can be safely exported overseas.  

 

 



 

 

Russia deploys Giant Space Telescope  

 Russian scientists have deployed a giant telescope in Lake Baikal in southern 

Siberia. The telescope, Baikal-Gigaton Volume Detector, is designed to search 

for neutrinos.  

 It is to search for the tiniest known particles in the universe.  

 Neutrinos are nearly massless subatomic particles with no electrical charge.  

INS Dhruv  

 India Navy is set to commission INS Dhruv to track satellites, strategic missiles 

and map the Indian Ocean bed built by Hindustan Shipyard Ltd at its 

Visakhapatnam facility.  

 It has been developed with the help of the DRDO and Indian Navy with India’s 

Strategic Force Command and National Technical Research Organisation 

(NTRO).  

 It will act as a major force multiplier to India’s ocean surveillance capabilities. 

 

SPORTS 

400 Test wickets  

 Ravichandran Ashwin became the fastest Indian bowler to pick 400 Test wickets 

in terms of matches.  

 He reached the milestone in his 77th Test.  

 Muralitharan got there in just 72 matches.  

10000 international runs  

 Mithali Raj on became the first Indian woman to score 10,000 runs in 

international cricket across all formats.  

 Mithali achieved the milestone during India vs South Africa third ODI in Lucknow.  

 Mithali became only the second women's cricketer to achieve the feat. England's 

Charlotte Edwards was the first female cricketer to reach the milestone. 

Khelo India Scheme extended to 2025-26  

 The Ministry has furnished an Expenditure Finance Committee (EFC) 

memorandum to the Ministry of Finance for extension/continuation of the Khelo 

India Scheme from 2021-22 to 2025-26. The first Khelo India Games were held in 

2018. 

 



 

 

Girl Gang track  

 Girl Gang is a track by New Zealand singer Gin Wigmore. It has been announced 

as the official song of the 2022 ICC Women’s World Cup.  

 The tournament is set to be hosted in New Zealand from March 4, 2022 to April 

3, 2022.  

World Cup  

 India topped the medals tally with a whopping 30 medals in both the women's 

and men's Trap Team events at the ISSF World Cup.  

 The Indian trio of Shreyasi Singh, Manisha Keer and Rajeshwari Kumari won the 

gold medal in the women's Trap Team event.  In the men's Trap Team event, 

Kynan Chenai, Prithviraj Tondaiman and Lakshay beat the Slovakian team.  

 

Important Days 

National Security Day – March 4 

 In India, March 4 is celebrated as National Security Day (Rastriya Suraksha 

Diwas) every year, in the honour of the Indian Security Forces. 

 The day aims to how gratitude to all the security forces, including policemen, 

para-military forces, commandos, guards, army officers and other persons 

involved in security. 

March 8 International Women’s Day –  

 The United Nations began celebrating International Women’s Day in the 

International Women’s Year, 1975.  

 2021 theme is “Women in leadership: Achieving an equal future in a COVID-19 

world”.  

CISF raising day - March 10  

 CISF (Central Industrial Security Force) Raising Day is observed every year on 

March 10 for better protection and security of industrial undertakings in the 

country.  

 CISF Raising Day was created in 1969 with a strength of 2,800 personnel to 

provide security cover to PSUs (Public Sector Undertakings).  

 Subsequently, the CISF was made into an armed force of India by another Act of 

the Parliament passed on 15 June 1983. 

 



 

 

National Vaccination Day - March 16  

 The National Vaccination Day is celebrated every year on March 16 in India. It is 

also called the National Immunization Day.  

 It was in 1995 India started the Pulse Polio Programme.  

 The Spring Equinox is also known as “Vernal Equinox”.  In the year 2021, it will 

fall on March 20, 2021.  

 March 20 is considered as the first day of the spring as per the astronomical 

calculation of the seasons.  

 The date is based on the two equinoxes and solstices.  

World Sparrow Day  

 In March 20, 2010, the first World Sparrow Day was observed. 

 It is an international initiative by the Nature Forever Society of India in 

collaboration with the Eco-Sys Action Foundation (France). 

 It is a day to raise awareness and protect the common house sparrows.  

 The theme for World Sparrow Day 2021 is “I Love Sparrows.”  

World Poetry Day  

 World Poetry Day observed in March 21st with the aim of supporting linguistic 

diversity through poetic expression and increasing the opportunity for 

endangered languages to be heard. 

 It was declared by UNESCO (the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization) in 1999.  

International Day of Forests (IDF)  

 It was observed for the first time in 2013, March 21st . 

 The theme for 2021 is "Forest restoration: a path to recovery and well-being".  

International Happiness Day  

 Since March 20, 2013, the United Nations has celebrated the International Day of 

Happiness.  

 This year, the theme of this day is "Happiness for all, forever."  

 The 2021 International Day of Happiness campaign theme is ‘Keep Calm. Stay 

Wise. Be Kind’. 

Shaheed Diwas - March 23  

 On March 23, the three freedom fighters - Bhagat Singh, Shivaram Rajguru and 

Sukhdev Thapar were hanged to death by Britishers. 

 March 23 is observed as ‘Shaheed Diwas’ to pay tribute to this trio. The trio 

wanted to avenge the death of Lala Lajpat Rai. 



 

 

World Water Day 

 The first World Water Day, designated by the United Nations, was in March 22, 

1993.  UN-Water is the convener for World Water Day  

 The theme for 2021 was "Valuing Water" and "a conversation about what water 

means to you".  

 

PERSONALITIES AND AWARDS 

30th Bihari Puraskar for 2020  

 The Bihari Puraskar is one of the three literary awards instituted by the KK Birla 

Foundation in 1991.  

 Mohankrishna Bohara will be awarded the 30th Bihari Puraskar Award for his 

critical work ‘Taslima: Sangharsh aur Sahitya’.  

Deepika Padukone joins WEF list  

 Actor Deepika Padukone made it to the list of the Young Global Leaders 

compiled by the World Economic Forum.  

 The list also includes several Indian citizens and India-origin persons.  

Global women excellence award  

 Telangana governor Dr Tamilisai Soundararajan was conferred with the Top-20 

Global Women of Excellence-2021 award (9th Edition).  

 Vice President of the USA Kamala Harris, was also one among the recipients. 

Vyas Samman - 2020  

 The Vyas Samman is started in 1991 given by KK Birla Foundation.  

 It is given for an outstanding literary work in Hindi authored by an Indian citizen 

published during the last 10 years.  

 Prof. Sharad Pagare will be conferred with the prestigious 31st  Vyas Samman - 

2020. for his novel “Patliputru Ki Samragi”.  

 


