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National 

 India becomes first country to make entire Haj process digital 

 India has become the first country to make the entire process for pilgrims going on Haj 

completely digital. 

 Minority Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi stated that after signing the bilateral 

agreement for next year‘s pilgrimage with the Saudi Haj Minister in Jeddah. 

 An online application, e-visa, Haj mobile app, „e-MASIHA‟ health facility, “e-

luggage pre-tagging” providing all information in India itself regarding 

accommodation and transportation in Mecca and Madina will be provided to 2 lakh 

Indian Muslims going for Haj in 2020. 

 The minister signed the bilateral annual Haj 2020 agreement between India and Saudi 

Arabia with Haj and Umrah Minister of Saudi Arabia Mohammad Saleh bin Taher 

Benten. For the first time facilities were provided for digital pre-tagging of pilgrims‘ 

baggage. 

 Hornbill Festival begins in Nagaland 

 The Hornbill Festival was inaugurated on December 01 in Kohima, the capital of 

Nagaland. 

  Nagaland got a state status on 01 December 1963. Nagaland was the 16th state of 

India. The festival will conclude on 10 December. 

 The festival is named after a bird named Indian Hornbill. Cultural presentations, sports 

competitions, and food stalls, etc. are organized during this festival. 

  Joint Military Exercise 'Surya Kiran‟ Begins 

 The  'Surya  Kiran'  military  exercise  between  India  and  Nepal  has  started on 

December 03. It will conclude on 16 December 2019. 

 This year about 300 soldiers from the armies of India and Nepal will participate inthe 

'Surya Kiran' exercise. 

 The armies of both countries will share counter-insurgency strategies with eachother. 
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 In addition, both armies will also work together on humanitarian aid missions. 

 India‟s first maritime museum to be set up at Lothal 

 The museum will be constructed at the historical site Lothal in Gujarat. It willhave 

an autonomous research center for underwater archeology. 

 Portuguese Maritime Heritage Museum will help Indian authorities to construct his 

museum. 

 Lothal was considered as a major center for maritime trade in the countryduring the 

ancient Harappan and Indus Valley Civilizations. 

 Vice Prez M Venkaiah Naidu launches Bharatiya POSHAN Anthem 

 Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu launched the „Bharatiya Poshan Anthem‟ in New 

Delhi. 

 The aims towards taking the message of making India malnutrition free to all corners of 

the country. 

 The anthem was conceptualised by Union Ministry of Women and Child Development 

(MoWCD) and has been penned by noted lyricist Prasoon Joshi and sung by Shankar 

Mahadevan. 

 EC to implement Political Parties RTMS 

 The Election Commission of India will implement the political parties Registration 

Tracking Management System (RTMS). 

 It will be implemented through an online portal to facilitate tracking of the status of the 

application by applicants. 

 The Commission said, the applicant who is applying for party registration from 1st 

January 2020 onwards will be able to track the progress of his or her application and 

will get status through SMS and email. 

 35th anniversary of Bhopal Gas Tragedy 

 The 35th anniversary of Bhopal Gas Tragedy is being observed across the country. 

 It is one of the world‘s worst industrial disaster that claimed thousands of lives on the 

night of December 2, 1984. 

 



4 
 

KALAM IAS ACADEMY,  PERAMBUR & VADAPALANI  PH.9500142441 , 8608615241 www.kalamtrainingacademy.com 

 

4 

 The disaster took place in a pesticide production plant, named the Union Carbide 

India Limited (UCIL). 

 The leak of 40 tonnes of deadly methyl isocyanate gas on the intervening night 

of December 2 and 3, 1984. 

 The gas cloud killed 3,787 people in and around Bhopal, according to Madhya Pradesh 

government‘s estimates. 

 However, other reports suggest the actual death tally to be anywhere between 16,000 

and 30,000, and the injury count close to 500,000. 

 Nation pays homage to Dr BR Ambedkar on his 64th Mahaparinirvan Diwas 

 The nation is paying homage to Bharat Ratna Dr BR Ambedkar on his 64th 

Mahaparinirvan Diwas (death anniversary) on 6 December. 

 He was popularly known as Babasaheb Ambedkar and everyone knows that he was one 

of the architects of the Indian Constitution. 

 He was a very well-known political leader, eminent jurist, Buddhist activist, 

philosopher, anthropologist, historian, orator, writer, economist, scholar and editor, too. 

 He is a leader who dedicated his life to eradicating social inequality in India. 

 Aberdeen in A&N Islands declare best police station in country 

 Aberdeen Police station in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands ranks 1st in the list of 

the best-performing police stations in the country while dealing with a property offence, 

a crime against women and weaker sections. 

 Home Ministry released the list of ten best-performing Police stations in the country. 

 Balasinor police station in Gujarat secured the 2nd rank while and Ajk 

Burhanpur in Madhya Pradesh got the 3rd position. 

 The ranking of police stations came after Prime Minister Narendra Modi while 

addressing the DGPs conference in 2015 in Kutch of Gujarat, had directed that 

parameters should be laid down for grading police stations and assessing their 

performance based on feedback. 

 The ranking of top ten Police Stations out of over 15 thousand 500 Police Stations in 

the country was done through data analysis, direct observation and public feedback. 
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 Ripu Daman Bevli as “Plogging Ambassador of India” on 50th Fit India Plogging 

Run 

    

 Ripu Daman Bevli was appointed as Plogging Ambassador of India by Kiren Rijiju, 

Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports (MYAS) on the 50th Fit India Plogging 

Run held in Delhi‘s Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium. 

 The minister also launched the Plogging Ambassador Mission to nominate Indians 

who have been running and cleaning their cities, towns or districts as Plogging 

Ambassadors of their region. 

 Plog run is a unique way of picking up garbage while jogging, it was added to the 

Fit India Movement as an initiative to combine fitness with cleanliness like combining 

the Fit India Movement and Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. 

 Walmart to train 50,000 MSME entrepreneurs 

 US retail major Walmart will train 50,000 entrepreneurs from the micro, small & 

medium enterprises (MSME) sector. The objective will be fulfilled by opening 25 

institute hubs in India in next five years which would train the MSME entrepreneurs. 

 The institutes will be opened under the ‗Walmart Vriddhi Supplier Development 

Programe‗ across the nation. 

 These institutes would be strategically located near the manufacturing clusters and will 

be the part of Walmart‘s ―long-term commitment to India‖ 

 For the development of these institutes, Walmart has partnered with a local NGO 

Swasti which would also have academic support from the local universities. 

 

 



6 
 

KALAM IAS ACADEMY,  PERAMBUR & VADAPALANI  PH.9500142441 , 8608615241 www.kalamtrainingacademy.com 

 

6 

 Jammu and Kashmir get all-weather Draj Bridge at Rajouri 

 J&K Lieutenant Governor Girish Chandra Murmu recently inaugurated the all-weather 

Draj Bridge at Rajouri in Jammu and Kashmir. 

 This bridge is important for the military use and socio-economic development of the 

Rajouri district of Jammu and Kashmir.  

 It is a 72-meters long multi-cell box type load class bridge. This bridge has been 

constructed by the 110 Road Construction Company of 31 Task Force under Project 

Sampark. 

 KVIC distributes 500 Bee Boxes, 500 Pottery Wheels and 200 Leather Kits 

 Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) distributed 500 Bee Boxes, 500 

Electric Pottery Wheels and 200 Leather Tool Kits in an event organised by KVIC 

in Boondi District, Rajasthan. 

 Event was organised to support the weaker section of the society as well as to 

commemorate 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. 

 KVIC has been running a mass campaign for the revival of bee keeping, pottery and 

leather industry under the Honey Mission, Kumhar Sashaktikaran Mission and Leather 

Mission respectively. 

 Nilgiri Mountain Railway conducts special service for foreign tourists 

 The UNESCO-recognized Nilgiri Mountain Railway (NMR) conducted a special 

service for foreign tourists. 71 tourists from several countries, including the USA, the 

UK and France travelled by a special steam engine service from Coonoor to Ooty. 

 They were presented with special mementoes and gift hampers as well as served with 

the replica of the original Edmonton type cardboard ticket. 

 The NMR is one of the few railways in the world that uses the unique rack and pinion 

system, with its special third rail to negotiate gradients en route from Mettupalayam in 

the foothills of the Western Ghats in Tamil Nadu to Ooty, the Queen of Western 

Ghats. 
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 Delhi will host 6th Indian Ocean Dialogue and Delhi Dialogue XI 

 The external affairs ministry is organising the 6th Indian Ocean Dialogue and Delhi 

Dialogue XI in New Delhi during December 13-14. For the first time, these two events 

will be held consecutively. 

 The theme for the Indian Ocean Dialogue is “Indo-Pacific: Re-imagining the Indian 

Ocean through an Expanded Geography”, while the theme for the Delhi Dialogue 

is “Advancing Partnership in Indo-Pacific”. 

 The themes are intended to build on the ‗growing recognition of the Indo-Pacific 

concept in strategic and academic circles within the region and beyond. 

 Department of Social Justice started a scheme 

 Department of Social Justice and Empowerment has started the scheme of National 

award for outstanding service in the field of Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug 

abuse. 

 The scheme is applicable to institutions and individuals working in the field of 

prevention of alcoholism and drug abuse. 

 The national award will be presented to the awardees on the occasion of International 

Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking on 26th of June 2020. 

 Workshop on Bamboo cultivation to be held in Jammu 

 In Jammu and Kashmir, a first of its kind workshop on Bamboo cultivation will be 

held on 19th and 20 of this month in Jammu. 

 Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh will inaugurate the exhibition. 

 The workshop will focus on the promotion of Bamboo cultivation in the potential Kandi 

areas of Jammu and its value addition as an economic activity and generate 

entrepreneurship and employment opportunities. 

 ISRO begins preparations for setting up 3rd rocket Launchpad 

 Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has begun preparatory works for setting 

up a 3rd rocket launchpad in the small coastal hamlet of Kulashekhrapattinam in 

the Thuthukudi district of Tamil Nadu. 
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 At present, the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has two launch pads at 

Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. 

 The demand for additional launch pads has arisen as a result of the increase in the 

number of satellite launches from India, both for domestic and international customers. 

 National Tribal Dance Festival to be held in Raipur 

 

 A National Tribal Dance Festival will be held in Chhattisgarh‟s capital 

Raipur from December 27 to 29. In the event, international folk artists from 23 states 

and six other countries are expected to take part and portray their respective tribal folk 

culture. 

 Nearly 1,400 artists belonging to 151 art troupes from 23 states and guest artists from 

six countries including Sri Lanka, Belarus, Uganda and Bangladesh will participate 

in the three-day programme. 

 Nirmala Sitharaman 34th among world‟s 100 most powerful women: Forbes 

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has been ranked 34th by Forbes in „The 

World‟s 100 Most Powerful Women‟. HCL Corporation CEO and Executive 

Director Roshni Nadar Malhotra and Biocon Founder Kiran Mazumdar Shaw are 

two other Indians who also featured in the above list. 

 The Forbes 2019 list of ‗The World‘s 100 Most Powerful Women‘ has been topped by 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, followed by President of the European Central 

Bank Christine Lagarde in the 2nd spot and Speaker of the US House of 
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 Representatives Nancy Pelosi, ranked 3rd. Bangladesh‘s Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina also featured on the list on the 29th position. 

 President Kovind signs order to extend ILP regime to Manipur 

 The President of India Ram Nath Kovind has signed Citizen Amendment Bill 2019 

(CAB). Now, it has become law but north-eastern states are protesting against this bill. 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah made it clear that this bill will not be applicable in 

Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura (about 70%) and almost entire 

Meghalaya because of Inner Line Permit in these states. 

 President Ram Nath Kovind signed an order to extend Inner Line Permit (ILP) to 

Manipur on December 12. In Assam, the Bodo, Karbi, and Dimasa areas fall under the 

Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, so this law will not apply there too. 

 Haryana Police adopts „Trakea‟ software 

  Haryana police recently announced to adopt ‗Trakea‘ software. It is a unique bar code 

software to ensure criminal investigation.  

  It aims to ensure the security of forensic reports and to develop a tamper-free tracking 

system of these reports. 

  According to the Haryana Police, it is for the first time when a unique bar-coding 

system to protect forensic reports. 

 Gujarat Police honoured with President‟s Colours 

 Gujarat Police was recently honoured with President‘s Colour for its services and 

courage. This honour is the biggest honor given by the President to the Armed Forces, 

Para Military Forces and State Police Forces. 

 Gujarat Police has become the 7th such police force in the country which has received 

this honour. Gujarat Police will wear 'President‘s Colour' on the left shoulder of 

uniform on special occasions including a parade. 

 Train service between Lahore-Wagah resumes after 22 years 

 The train service between Lahore and Wagah resumed operations after 22 years on 

December 15, 2019. 
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 The shuttle train services between the two stations will complete three round trips 

daily. The train service will enable over 1000 passengers to commute between the 

stations in three trips. 

 The fare for the travel has been fixed at PKR 30. The train would take about an hour to 

reach Wagah with observing stoppages local stations including Jallo station.  

 FASTags becomes mandatory for all vehicles from 15th December 2019 

 FASTags or prepaid rechargeable tags for toll collection have become mandatory for 

all vehicles from 15th December 2019. 

 The FASTags or prepaid rechargeable tags allows automatic payment of toll. The 

government launched the National Electronic Toll Collection System which provides 

for the collection of user fee through FASTag to save fuel and time, curb pollution and 

ensure seamless movement of traffic. 

 National Highways Authority of India has equipped all fee plazas with Electronic Toll 

Collection System. 

 With the help of a FASTag, drivers will not have to stop their vehicles at toll plazas to 

pay tax. 

 A FASTag uses radio frequency identification technology to enable direct toll payments 

from a moving vehicle. 

 Bureau of Energy Efficiency organises 29th National Energy Conservation 

Awards 

 Bureau of Energy Efficiency has organised the ―29th National Energy Conservation 

Awards‖ under the guidance of Ministry of Power, Government of India. 

 India celebrates the National Energy Conservation Day every year on 14th 

December to recognise and celebrate the efforts towards energy conservation. 

 The day highlights the importance of energy conservation in Country‘s sustainable 

development approach. 

 During the event, a Handbook for Implementation of Provisions of Energy 

Conservation Act 2001 was also released. 
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 Madhya Pradesh CM to inaugurate International Film Festival in Khajuraho 

 The Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh Kamal Nath will inaugurate the International 

Film Festival in Shilpkala village of Khajuraho. 

 Films from the country and abroad including Bundelkhandi will be screened at the 

Tapra Talkies made for the festival. 

 The International Khajuraho Film Festival is being organized by the Prayas Sanstha in 

collaboration with the State Government. 

 Events like interaction with film stars, film making workshop, mobile film making 

workshop, plays, programmes for promoting local art and culture, herbal forest fair, 

animal fair etc. are also organized during the Film Festival. 

 Haryana Police became the first to introduce „Trakea‟ software in FSL 

 Haryana police have introduced a unique barcoding software “Trakea” to enable 

foolproof security of the samples collected in Forensic reports. 

 Haryana became the first state in the country to introduce this unique barcoding system. 

 Manohar Lal Khattar, Chief Minister (CM) of Haryana inaugurated the TRAKEA 

barcoding system of Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL) at Madhuban, Haryana. 

 According to the police, Trakea ensures foolproof security of the samples collected 

from the scene of the crime, and the forensic analysis reports, and is different from 

traditional methods that the state police force has been following for decades. 

 The software was developed by a software engineer Amit Mishra. 

 Unesco removes „racist‟ Belgian carnival from heritage list 

 UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization), has 

removed the „Carnival of Aalst‟ of Belgium from its Intangible Cultural Heritage of 

Humanity List. 

 The 2019 carnival featured a parade float that included racist and anti-Semitic 

representations which mocked the Orthodox Jews. 

 The carnival was added to the Intangible Cultural Heritage list in 2010. 
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 ITBP launches matrimonial site to help staff find „suitable matches‟ 

 In a unique approach, the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) has started a dedicated 

matrimonial site for its staff. The website started will be managed by ITBP and only the 

staff will be able to access it. 

 This is the first-ever dedicated and well-managed matrimony portal among the Central 

Armed Police Forces (CAPF). 

 There are more than 25,000 unmarried men in the Force while more than 1000 women 

personnel are also unmarried. 

 Keeping in view their duties and engagements after joining the service, finding suitable 

matches becomes an uphill task for the serving personnel. 

 Union government launches National Broadband Mission 

 The Union government has launched National Broadband Mission to provide 

Broadband access to all villages by 2022. 

 The mission aims to connect 600,000 villages across India with an investment of Rs 7 

lakh crore in the next 4 years from both government and private sector. 

 The mission is a part of the National Digital Communications Policy, 2018. 

 The mission will secure universal broadband access for implementation of broadband 

initiatives and aims to offer Internet speed upto 50 Mbps in a phased manner. 

 According to the government, 10% of the funds will come from Universal Service 

Obligation (USO) Fund and the remaining will come from industry in the form of 

towers and other assets. 

 Afghanistan becomes 1st country to recognize Indian Pharmacopoeia 

 The Indian Pharmacopoeia (IP) has been recognised formally by the National 

Department of Regulation of Medicines and Health Products of the Ministry of Public 

Health of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. 

 With this Afghanistan has become the 1st country to recognize IP pursuant to the efforts 

of Department of Commerce and Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 
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 IP is an officially recognized book of standards as per the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 

1940 and Rules 1945 thereunder. It specifies the standards of drugs manufactured and 

marketed in India in terms of their identity, purity and strength. 

 To ensure the quality of medicinal products, the legal and scientific standards 

are provided by Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission (IPC) in the form of Indian 

Pharmacopoeia (IP). 

 Portugal announces Gandhi Citizenship Education Prize 

 Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio Costa announced the setting up of a Gandhi 

Citizenship Education Prize. Portugal will be launching a Gandhi Citizenship 

Education Prize, each year inspired by his different thoughts and quotes. 

 The first edition of this prize will be dedicated to animal welfare as Mahatma Gandhi 

said that the greatness of a nation can be judged by the way its animals are treated. 

 India constructs Girls‟ Hostel for Nepal Armed Police Force 

 The Govt. of India has constructed Girls‟ Hostel for Nepal Armed Police Force 

School, Kirtipur, Nepal. 

 Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India, Dr Ajay Kumar inaugurated hostel 

building. 

 Nepal Armed Police Force (APF) School is an academic institution created under the 

APF Welfare Service Centre of Nepal Armed Police Force. 

 The school was established in 2005 and it has over 21 per cent of girls students. 

 The new infrastructure constructed with the Government of India‘s grant assistance of 

40.42 million Nepali Rupees is a two-storied girls‘ hostel. 

 It comprises 32 rooms including a dormitory, warden room, bathroom, sanitation 

facilities for girls on each floor and furniture. 
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 Integral Coach Factory produces 3000 Coaches in record 215 days 

 

 Integral Coach Factory (ICF) of Indian Railways has produced its 3000 Coaches in 

record 215 days. 

 The 64-year-old production unit beat its own record by reducing the number of working 

days to achieve the target of making 3,000 coaches in 289 days in 2018-19 to 215 days 

this year and retained its position as the largest coach- maker in the world. 

 Prez Kovind releases mobile app of Red Cross Society of India 

 President Ram Nath Kovind released the mobile app of the Red Cross Society of 

India in Hyderabad. 

 This app is developed by the Telangana Centre for Good Governance in less than 

three months, the mobile app is accessible in all languages. 

 The developers informed that the access to blood bank and Red Cross membership will 

become easy with the launching of the mobile app. 

 Urban India declared Open defecation free 

 Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban has achieved its target of creating Urban India Open 

Defecation Free. 

 Urban areas of 35 states and Union Territories have become ODF. 

 In all, 4,320 cities out of 4,372 have declared themselves ODF, of which 4,167 cities 

have been certified through third-party verification. 
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 This has been achieved by the construction of nearly 65.81 lakh individual household 

toilets against Mission target of 59 lakhs and 5.89 lakh seats of public toilets against 

Mission target of 5.08 lakh seats. 

 „Oxygen Parlour‟ at Nashik Railway Station to combat air pollution 

 

 In a unique initiative to battle rising air pollution in cities, an „Oxygen Parlour‟ has 

been opened at Nashik railway station to provide an experience of breathing clean air 

to the commuters. 

 The initiative comes with the efforts of Airo Guard in collaboration with the Indian 

Railways. 

 The concept of Oxygen Parlour is based on the recommendation of the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). 

 There are around 1500 plants here, so, these plants can directly and effectively bring 

down the pollution in the air at the railway station and allow the people to breathe 

cleaner air. 

 ShriDharmendraPradhan unveils India‟s First CNG Bus which can run 1000 Kms 

in one fill 

 Delhi has witnessed a revolution in shift towards cleaner gas based fuels 

 In a major step towards making India a gas-based economy and making CNG as the 

eco-friendly option for long distance transport in the country, ShriDharmendraPradhan, 

Minister of Petroleum& Natural Gas and Steel, unveiled India‟s first long distance 

CNG bus fitted with composite CNG cylinders, which can travel around 1000 kms in a 

single fill. The project has been executed by Indraprastha Gas Limited (IGL) and has  
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been achieved through pioneering design of Type IV Composite Cylinders in buses, 

replacing traditional very heavy Type-I Carbon Steel cylinders. 

 These CNG buses are being run on pilot basis, but soon they will be scaled on 

commercial basis. Delhi has witnessed revolution in shift towards cleaner, gas based 

fuels. Over 500 CNG stations are operating in Delhi NCR and about 12 lakh piped 

natural gas connections have been provided. 

 Over 1,000 PNG connections are being provided daily in the NCR. Long haul CNG 

buses originating from Delhi to other locations will further drive this shift towards 

cleaner gas based fuels. This will improve overall ease of living of people by mitigating 

the problem of air pollution, ensuring a cleaner environment and reducing waiting time 

at CNG stations. 

 Petroleum Minister unveils India‟s first long distance CNG bus 

 Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister unveiled India‘s first long-distance CNG 

bus fitted with CNG cylinders in New Delhi. It can travel around 1000 kilometres in a 

single fill. 

 The first long-range interstate CNG bus will ply from Delhi to Dehradun. 

 This type of buses will soon ply between Delhi to Jaipur, Chandigarh and Agra. 

 The project has been executed by Indraprastha Gas Limited, the largest CNG 

distribution company in the country. 

 Rohtang tunnel in Himachal Pradesh named as Atal tunnel 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi named Rohtang passageway in Himachal Pradesh 

as Atal Tunnel to mark the 95th birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee. 

 The tunnel has been named as a tribute to the former Prime Minister who took the 

historic decision of constructing this strategic tunnel. 

 It will provide all-weather connectivity to remote areas of Lahaul and Spiti Valley and 

also reduce the distance between Manali and Leh by 46 Kilometres. 
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 India‟s first transgender university to be opened in UP 

 India‘s first transgender university will be established in the Kushi Nagar district where 

transgenders will be able to get an education. 

 It will be the first of its kind university in the country. Akhil Bhartiya Kinnar Shiksha 

Sewa Trust is constructing this university. 

 There will be an educational degree available from the 1st standard to Post Graduation 

and Ph.D. Most probably, it will be started from February-March 2020. 

 CSMT gets „Eat Right‟ station certificate 

 Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus (CSMT) railway station in Mumbai has 

been conferred with „Eat Right Station‟ certification with the five-star rating by the 

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) for food safety and hygiene. 

 CSMT has been judged on the basis of compliance of food safety and hygiene, 

availability of healthy diet, food handling at preparation, food waste management, 

promotion of local and seasonal food and creating awareness on food safety and healthy 

diet. 

 „Eat Right Station‟ initiative is a part of the „Eat Right India‟ movement launched 

by Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) and a Fast-Moving 

Consumer Goods (FMCG) major which is aimed at promoting food safety and 

hygiene at the static catering units at railway stations. 

 Finance minister releases stamp to commemorate DRI‟s role 

 Finance minister of India released a postage stamp to commemorate distinguished 

service and glorious contribution of Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) in 

protecting the nation. 

 DRI plays an immense role to counter smuggling and preserve cultural heritage and 

environment of the country. 

 It is essential for DRI to keep pace with technologies such as data analytics to fight 

against contraband items such as gold and narcotics. Contraband is good that is against 

the law to trade or to import or export. 
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 Indian railway launches „Him Darshan Express‟ 

 Indian Railways started a glass-enclosed vistadome “Him Darshan Express” train on 

the heritage Kalka-Shimla route, with glass rooftop to have a panoramic view of the 

hilly region. 

 This train will have seven coaches, including one first-class sitting cum luggage room 

coach (FCZLR) and six first-class AC vistadome coaches. 

 Aadhaar made mandatory for Vaya Vandana Yojana pension scheme 

 The central government has made Aadhaar mandatory for the Pradhan Mantri Vaya 

Vandana Yojana. 

 PMVVY is basically for senior citizens. Now, beneficiaries will have to provide 

Aadhaar as proof of identity. 

 This pension scheme is for the senior citizens of 60 years or above. An annual 8 percent 

return is provided for 10 years under this scheme. 

 “National Symposium of Poets 2020” organized by All India Radio 

 All India Radio organized the National Symposium of Poets 2020. Select poets of all 

22 languages recognized in the constitution participated in the symposium. 

 It is being held every year since 1956. The poets from all corners of the country gave 

their presentations and captivated the hearts of the people during the symposium. 

 The symposium will be broadcasted on the eve of Republic Day and at all the centers 

of AIR. 

 Indian Navy bans Facebook use by naval personnel 

 The Indian Navy has banned the use of facebook by the naval personnel. The use of 

messaging apps, networking and blogging apps, content sharing, hosting and e-

commerce sites has also been banned.  

 The Indian Navy has also banned the use of smartphones at naval bases, dockyards and 

aboard warships. 

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Dec 28th launched eBkray, an online 

platform to increase the transparency in auctioning of assets attached by banks 
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 The platform is equipped with property search features and navigational links to all PSB 

e-auction sites, provides single-window access to information on properties up for e-

auction as well as facility for comparison of similar properties, and also contains 

photographs and videos of uploaded properties. 

 Defence Minister Shri Rajnath Singh launched the mobile app of the forthcoming 

DefExpo 2020. The app is available on Play Store.  

 The main features of the app are „inform, engage and feedback‟. 

 It provides detailed information about the day-to-day events; participating exhibitors; 

Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs), guest speakers of seminars/webinars; 

publications i.e., electronic brochures and e-books; maps and directions of the venues 

and city weather. 

 Gen Bipin Rawat named as country‟s 1st Chief of Defence Staff 

 

 Indian Army General Bipin Rawat has been named as the country‘s first Chief of 

Defence Staff (CDS). The Chief of Defence Staff will be a 4-star General, the 

principal military advisor to the defence minister, and will head the new Department of 

Military Affairs. 

 The Chief of Defence Staff will ensure the jointness in training, logistics and 

procurement of the three services. General Rawat is the first officer to hold the post of 

the Chief of Defence Staff 

 The Defence Ministry had also amended the army, air force and navy rules by 

bringing in a new clause that allows the CDS to serve upto a maximum age of 65 years. 
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 The CDS will administer all tri-services organisations, but their command will be with 

the Chief of the service which has a predominant role in their functioning. 

 Ajit Pawar becomes Deputy CM of Maharashtra 

 Senior NCP leader Ajit Pawar sworn in as Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra during 

the first expansion of Uddhav Thackeray cabinet. 

 Aditya Thackeray, son of Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray, along with 36 new MLAs 

from Shiv Sena, NCP and Congress, also sworn in as ministers. 

 Congress leader and former Chief Minister of Maharashtra Ashok Chavan also took 

oath as a cabinet minister. 

 Finance Minister launches an e-auction platform “eBkray” 

 Finance Minister has launched an e-auction platform ―eBkray―. The platform will 

enable online auction of attached assets by banks. The platform provides navigational 

links to all PSB e-auction sites, property search feature. 

 It also presents single-window access to information on properties up for e-auction, 

comparison of similar properties, and also contains videos and photographs of the 

uploaded properties. 

 Indian Banks Auctions Mortgaged Properties Information (IBAPI) portal is an 

initiative of Indian Banks Association under the policy of the Department of Financial 

Services, Ministry of Finance was launched to provide a platform to give details of 

mortgaged properties to be auctioned online by Banks, starting with PSBs. 

 SBI to implement OTP-based ATM cash withdrawals from January 1 2020 

 State Bank of India will introduce One Time Password (OTP)-based ATM cash 

withdrawals. The step has been taken to reduce the occurrences of unauthorised 

transactions happening at ATMs. SBI will introduce one-time password for every 

cash withdrawal of Rs 10,000 and above between 8 am and 8 pm. 

 The OTP-based cash withdrawal will be effective from January 1, 2020 across all SBI 

ATMs. When an SBI cardholder will enter the amount of cash he/she wishes to 

withdraw, a screen will appear asking for the OTP. The customer will then have to put 

the OTP that the bank will send to the registered mobile number. 
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 OTP is a system-generated string of numeric characters that allow users to make a 

single transaction. The facility will not be applicable at other banks‘ ATM as this 

functionality has not been developed in National Financial Switch (NFS). 
 

World 

 Saudi Arabia becomes 1st Arab country to take over G20 presidency 

 Saudi Arabia became the first Arab nation to assume the G20 presidency after it took 

over from Japan. 

 The Saudi G20 presidency is committed to continuing the work from Osaka and 

promoting multilateral consensus. 

 Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman hailed it as a ―unique opportunity‖ to 

shape international consensus. 

 UN Climate Change Conference, COP-25, begins in Spain from today 

 The UN climate change conference COP25 has started in Madrid, Spain on behalf of 

the United Nations. 

 It was earlier scheduled to be held in Santiago, Chile, but the government there has 

expressed its inability to organize COP-25.  

 This conference will be held from 2 December to 13 December in Madrid. The venue 

was changed in view of the growing protests in Chile. 

 Prithviraj Singh becomes President of Mauritius 

 The members of Mauritius Parliament have selected Prithviraj Singh Rupan as 

the President    of    Mauritius.    It    is    mostly    a    formal    post    in    the    

country. Earlier, Rupan was the Art and Culture Minister of Mauritius. 

 He is an advocate by profession and selected in National Assembly for the first time in 

           2000. 

 The Prime Minister is the head of the government and keeps the most political          

powers while the President is the head of the state but considered as theguardian of the 

Constitution. 
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 Saudi Arabia abolishes rules mandating separate entrances for men, women in 

restaurants 

   

 Saudi Arabia has abolished its age-old rule that mandated separate entrances and 

seating areas for men and women. The gulf nation's Municipal and Rural Affairs 

Ministry lifted the ban through a twitter announcement on December 8, 2019.  

 Earlier, all restaurants in Saudi Arabia were required to have one entrance for women 

and families and another entrance for men dining on their own. Unrelated men and 

women were barred for decades from mixing in public places. This was decreed by the 

strict social rules put in place decades ago by the hardline clerics.  

 The relaxation in the strict social rules follows the other liberal approaches that Saudi 

Arabia has undertaken ever since Mohammed Bin Salman was appointed as the Crown 

Prince in June 2017.  

 First Polio case reported in Malaysia in 27 years 

  It is for the first time in the past 27 years when a polio case was reported in Malaysia. 

A case of a three-month-old infant was recently diagnosed with Polio in Malaysia. 

 As per the Malaysian Government, the last Polio case was reported in 1992 in the 

country. However, Malaysia was declared Polio free in the year 2000. 

 The Polio disease has no medical cure but it can be prevented through vaccination. 

 Boris Johnson wins clear majority in UK elections 2019 

 British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has got a large majority in the general elections. 

This result will pave the way for an easy Brexit. Johnson‘s Conservative Party secured  
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364 seats out of the total 650 seats in the British House of Commons. The main 

opposition leader, Jeremy Corbyn‘s Labour Party received only 203 seats. The current 

departure date of Britain from the EU is January 31, 2019. 

 NASA releases image of First Interstellar Comet near to the Sun 

 NASA has released an image of one of the interstellar comets recently that flew past 

Sun and headed towards a new galaxy. 

 It was named 2I/Borisov by the scientists. This was identified as the comet which was 

arrived in the solar system from another star. 

 As per the information was given by Hubble Space Telescope, it was about 3200 ft 

across which is almost the length of 9 football grounds. 

 Nuad Thai massage included in UNESCO heritage list 

 Thailand‘s famous 2000-year-old massage, Nuad Thai was added to UNESCO‟s 

(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) prestigious 

heritage list. 

 Nuad Thai is an intense form of massage in which the body is pulled and rotated well 

with the help of the thumb, elbow, knees and feet. 

 Thai massage originated in India and brought it to Thailand about 2,500 years ago by 

doctors and monks who carried its secrets for generations. 

 Former PM Abdelmadjid Tebboune elected as the President of Algeria 

 

 Abdelmadjid Tebboune, former Prime Minister (PM) of Algeria was elected as 

the President of Algeria succeeding Abdelkader Bensalah. 
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 He served as the PM from May 2017 to August 2017, under the governance of 

President Abdelaziz Bouteflika. 

 Turkey historic mosque moved before dam waters rise 

 

 In Turkey, the main body of the 610-year-old Er-Rızk mosque was removed from the 

town of Hasankeyf ahead of its submergence as part of a Ilisu dam project. 

 The Ilisu Dam will generate 1,200 megawatts of electricity, making it Turkey‘s fourth-

largest dam in terms of energy production. 

 Donald Trump becomes 3rd US President to be impeached 

 Donald Trump has become the third US President in history to be impeached by 

the House of Representatives. The impeachment will led to setting up a trial in the 

Senate that will decide whether Trump will remain in office or not. 

 The House of Representatives formally charged Donald Trump with abuse of power. 

 The Democratic-led House passed the abuse of power article of impeachment on a 

largely party-line 230-197 vote. Although, no President in the 243-year history of the 

United States has been removed from office by impeachment. 

 Only two previous presidents have been impeached in the US history. The House in 

1998 impeached President Bill Clinton while President Andrew Johnson was 

impeached in 1868. 

 Ethiopia launched its first space satellite 

 Ethiopia launched its first satellite, a landmark achievement for the country‘s space 

program that caps a banner year for the African space industry. 



25 
 

KALAM IAS ACADEMY,  PERAMBUR & VADAPALANI  PH.9500142441 , 8608615241 www.kalamtrainingacademy.com 

 

25 

 The launch of the Ethiopian Remote Sensing Satellite (ETRSS) took place at a space 

station in China. 

 The launch makes Ethiopia the 11th African country to put a satellite into 

space. Egypt was the first in 1998. 

 Data provided by Ethiopia‘s satellite is expected to paint a fuller picture of the 

country‘s agriculture, forestry and mining resources and improve responses to flooding 

and other disasters. 

 Indian-American computer scientist to lead National Science Foundation in USA 

 US President Donald Trump has picked Indian-American computer 

scientist Sethuraman Panchanathan to lead the prestigious National Science 

Foundation (NSF) in USA. 

 The NSF is a US government agency that supports fundamental research and education 

in all the non-medical fields of science and engineering. Panchanathan would succeed 

France Cordova when her six-year term as the NSF Director ends in 2020. 

 Panchanathan is currently the Executive Vice President and the Chief Research and 

Innovation Officer at Arizona State University. 

 He is also the Founding Director of the Centre for Cognitive Ubiquitous Computing at 

the ASU. 

 Emergency protocols activated in the Galapagos Islands after fuel spill 

 Ecuador has activated the emergency protocols in the Galapagos Islands. 

 The emergency protocol was activated to contain the environmental impact of a fuel 

spill in the Galapagos Islands. 

 The step was taken after a barge carrying 600 gallons of diesel fuel sank. 

 The accident occurred in a port on San Cristobal Island when a crane collapsed while 

loading a container onto the barge. 

 The falling container destabilized the ship, causing it to sink. 

 The Galapagos archipelago is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and home to one of 

the most fragile ecosystems on the planet. 
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 Christina Koch records longest single spaceflight by woman 

 

 NASA Astronaut Christina Koch has created a record for the longest single 

spaceflight by a woman. She has surpassed the earlier record of 288 days in space 

which was previously established by NASA astronaut Peggy Whitson in 2017. 

 She would return to Earth in February 2020. Till then, she would have spent more than 

300 days in the space. She is onboard the International Space Station since 14th 

March 2019. 

 The world record for the single longest mission by any space explorer whether man or 

woman, is held by cosmonaut Valery Polyakov, who spent 438 consecutive days on 

board Russia‘s former space station Mir from January 1994 to March 1995. 

Appointments 

 Hari Mohan takes over as chairman of Ordnance Factory Board 

 Senior Indian Ordnance Factories‘ Service officer (IOFS) Hari Mohan took over as the 

new chairman of the city-headquartered Ordnance Factory Board (OFB). 

 He succeeds Shri Saurabh Kumar who superannuated from the services. 

 Soma Roy Burman appointed as 24th Controller General of Accounts 
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 Soma Roy Burman is the 7th woman to hold the post. The 1986-batch Indian Civil 

Accounts Service (ICAS) Officer will be succeeding JPS Chawla. 

 In her 33-year-long career, Burman has held several positions at different levels in the 

Union Ministries. 

 Sub-lieutenant Shivangi becomes First Woman Pilot of Indian Navy 

 

 Shivangi Swaroop has become the first woman pilot to fly Indian Navy fixed-wing 

Dornier surveillance planes. She has joined the Indian Navy as the first female pilot on 

December 2, 2019. She will be involved in Operation Duty in Kochi. 

 Sub-lieutenant Shivangi is from Muzaffarpur in Bihar. She has done her studies from 

DAV Public School. After completing school education, Lieutenant Shivangi did 

B.Tech from Sikkim Manipal Institute of Technology. 

 Lt Gen P S Rajeshwar takes over as C-n-C of Andaman & Nicobar Command 

 Lt Gen Podali Shankar Rajeshwar took over as the 14th Commander-in-Chief 

of the Andaman & Nicobar Command (CINCAN). 

 He is a graduate of Indian Military Academy and was commissioned into the 

Regiment of Artillery in December 1980. 

 A gunner and aviator, he is an alumnus of the Defence Services Staff College, Army 

War College and National Defence College in New Delhi and Philippines. 

 He has actively taken part in Operation Meghdoot and Operation Rakshak. 
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 Masatsugu Asakawa elected ADB President 

 

 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) board has unanimously elected Masatsugu 

Asakawa as its new president. 

 He is currently a special advisor to Japan‘s Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, will 

assume office as ADB‘s 10th President on January 17, 2020. 

 He will succeed Takehiko Nakao, who will leave office on January 16, 2020. 

 He served as a Visiting Professor at the University of Tokyo from 2012 to 2015 and at 

Saitama University from 2006 to 2009. 

 Sundar Pichai promoted as Alphabet Inc. CEO 

 Sundar Pichai promoted as Alphabet Inc. CEO after Google co-founders Larry 

Page and Sergey Brin have announced that they are stepping down from the leadership 

role of the parent company Alphabet. 

 Google CEO Indian-American Sundar Pichai will be assuming the role of Alphabet Inc 

CEO, making him one of the most powerful corporate leaders of the world. 

 Alphabet and Google no longer need two CEOs and a President and Sundar Pichai will 

be the CEO of both Google and Alphabet. 

 K Vijay Kumar appointed senior security advisor in MHA 
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 K Vijay Kumar has been appointed as a senior security advisor in the Union Home 

Ministry headed by Amit Shah. 

 The 1975 batch officer of Indian Police Service will ―advise the ministry on security-

related matters of Union Territory of J&K and Left Wing Extremism (LWE) affected 

States.He will be in the position for a period of 1-year from the date of his taking 

charge. 

 He has served as Director-General of CRPF, Director of National Police Academy in 

Hyderabad and his most talked-about stint was as the chief of the Tamil Nadu police 

special task force that killed forest brigand Veerappan in 2004. 

 After his retirement from service and as DG, CRPF in 2012, Kumar was appointed as 

senior security advisor LWE in the Home Ministry then headed by Rajnath Singh. 

 News Broadcasters Federation elects Arnab Goswami as governing board 

president 

    

 The News Broadcasters Federation (NBF), the country‘s largest association of over 

78 news channels, has elected editor-in-chief of Republic TV Arnab Goswami as the 

President of its governing board. 

 The body of 78 news channels in 14 languages, representing broadcasters from 25 

states. The new self-regulatory organization in order to bring in transparent self-

regulation on content will be announced by the end of January 2020. 
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 C. Sugandh Rajaram appointed as India‟s next envoy to the Republic of Ghana 

     

 C. Sugandh Rajaram has been appointed as the next High Commissioner of India to 

the Republic of Ghana. 

 He will replace Birender Singh Yadav as the next High Commissioner of India to the 

Republic of Ghana. 

 C. Sugandh Rajaram is presently the Consul General, Consulate General of India to 

Southern Germany. 

 Ravi Mittal becomes I&B Secretary  

 The central government reshuffled the top level of bureaucracy on December 16 as Ravi 

Mittal has been appointed as Information and Broadcasting Secretary. 

 Mittal will replace Amit Khare. He is a 1986 batch IAS of Bihar cadre and currently 

posted in the Department of Financial Services. 

 Senior IAS Sushil Kumar has been appointed Secretary in the Mining Department. He 

is an Additional Secretary in the Department of Agricultural Research and Education 

and Secretary in the Indian Council of Agricultural Research. 

 Lt Gen Manoj Mukund Naravane to be next Army Chief 
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 Lt Gen Manoj Mukund Naravane will be the next Chief of Army Staff of India. 

 He is currently serving as Vice Chief of the Army. Lt Gen Naravane will succeed Gen 

Bipin Rawat, who will retire on the 31st December. 

 He has served in numerous command and staff appointments in peace, field and highly 

active counter-insurgency environments in Jammu and Kashmir and the Northeast. 

 In a distinguished military career spanning almost four decades, Lt Gen Naravane has 

the distinction of tenanting key appointments in active Counter Insurgency 

environments, both in the North East and in Jammu and Kashmir and was a part of the 

Indian Peace Keeping Force in Sri Lanka during Operation PAWAN. 

 He has been awarded the Sena Medal (Distinguished) for effectively commanding his 

battalion in Jammu and Kashmir. 

 He is also a recipient of the Vishisht Seva Medal for his services as the Inspector 

General Assam Rifles (North) in Nagaland and the Ati Vishisht Seva Medal for 

commanding of a prestigious strike corps. 

 He was honoured with Param Vishisht Seva Medal for his distinguished services as the 

General Officer Commanding in Chief of the Army Training Command. 

 R N Ravi to hold additional charge as governor of Meghalaya 

 

 Nagaland Governor R N Ravi has been given additional charge of Meghalaya. 

 The decision has been taken by the President of India in the wake of the ―absence of 

leave‖ of Tathagata Roy, Governor of Meghalaya. 
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 British PM Boris Jhonson re-elected as Prime Minister of UK 

 British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has won the historic UK General Election as his 

Conservative Party crossed the magic number of 326 required for a majority in the 

Parliament. 

 He is re-elected as a Prime Minister of UK. 

 Johnson won the historic election as his Conservative Party crossed the 326-mark 

required for a majority in Parliament. 

 The latest projections put the Johnson-led Conservatives at around 365, but the party 

can safely celebrate its victory as it comfortably crossed over the half-way finish line 

for the 650-member House of Commons. 

 The Opposition Labour party is projected to get 203 seats, a disastrous performance for 

the party which resulted in leader Jeremy Corbyn announced that he would be 

stepping down. 

 Sridhar Patra appointed NALCO CMD 

 

 Sridhar Patra was appointed as the chairman-cum-managing director of National 

Aluminium Company Ltd (NALCO). 

 He is at present Director (Finance) in NALCO. 

 He has been appointed as the CMD of NALCO till the date on October 31, 2024. 

Sridhar Patra replaced Tapan Kumar Chand from the post. 
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 England Cricketer Laura Marsh announces retirement 

 

 The Laura Alexandra Marsh, England cricketer announced her retirement. 

 Laura has won three World Cups in her 13-year career, she made her debut in 2006 as a 

seamer, later on, she switched to spin. 

 She has represented England in 103 ODI‘s (One Day International), 67 T20‘s and 9 

Tests and has taken 217 wickets in her career. 

 She is also England‘s 3rd highest wicket-taker in ODI cricket. 

 Laura Marsh was awarded a full central contract by the England and Wales Cricket 

Board (ECB) in February 2019. 

 She played in her 100th women‘s One Day International (WODI) match against West 

Indies in June 2019. 

 Former HC Judge CV Ramulu appointed as Telangana Lokayukta 

 Former High Court Judge Justice CV Ramulu has been appointed as the Lokayukta 

of Telangana. Former Law Secretary V Niranjan Rao has been appointed as Upa 

Lokayukta. 

 The governor also appointed another former judge Justice G Chandraiah as Chairman 

of the State Human Rights Commission. 

 This is the first time that the state government has constituted the Lokayukta and 

Human Rights Commission since the state was formed in 2014. 

 Devesh Srivastava appointed GIC chief 

 Devesh Srivastava has been raised to the position of Chairman and Managing 

Director (MD) at the General Insurance Corporation India (GIC Re). 
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 Previously he was managing the departments of human resource and training, 

ReInsurance Worldwide (RIWW), corporate communications, CMD‘s Secretariat and 

innovation centre, he was transferred to GIC in 1999. 

 IPS officer Atul Karwal appointed as Director of National Police Academy 

 The Union Government appointed a senior Gujarat Cadre IPS officer Atul 

Karwal, as Director of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Academy in 

Hyderabad. 

 He is a 1988 batch IPS officer, is currently posted as Additional Director General of 

Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF). 

 Cuba names Manuel Marrero Cruz to be first PM since 1976 

 

 In Cuba, President has appointed Manuel Marrero Cruz as the country‟s first prime 

minister in more than 40 years. 

 Marrero, who has served as tourism minister for 16 years and is an architect by trade, 

helped boost Cuba‘s economy by making tourism one of the engines of growth. 

 The post of prime minister was scrapped in 1976 by the then-revolutionary leader Fidel 

Castro. 

 Monisha Ghosh named 1st woman CTO at FCC in US 
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 Indian-American Dr Monisha Ghosh has been appointed as the first woman Chief 

Technology Officer at the US government‘s powerful Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC). 

 She will advise Indian-American Chairman of the FCC Ajit Pai and the agency on 

technology and engineering issues, and work closely with the Office of Engineering and 

Technology. 

 Dr Ghosh will take charge on January 13. She replaces Dr Eric Burger. 

 Sangita Reddy appointed as the President of FICCI for 2019-20 

          

 Sangita Reddy, Joint Managing Director, Apollo Hospitals Group, has taken over as 

the President of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry 

(FICCI) for 2019-20. 

 She succeeds Sandip Somany, Vice-Chairman and Managing Director, HSIL. 

 President of The Walt Disney Company APAC & Chairman of Star & Disney 

India, Uday Shankar has been elevated as Senior Vice President of FICCI. 

 Similarly, Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Hindustan Unilever Limited 

(HUL), Sanjiv Mehta was appointed as the Vice President of FICCI. 

 Harsh Vardhan Shringla appointed new Foreign Secretary 
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 Senior diplomat Harsh Vardhan Shringla, India‘s Ambassador to the US, has been 

appointed as the new Foreign Secretary. 

 He is a 1984-batch officer of the Indian Foreign Service. He will take over the charge of 

the foreign secretary on January 29 from incumbent Vijay Gokhale. 

 The appointment has been cleared by the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 

headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

 NiranjanHiranandani Takes Over As New Assocham President 

           

 NiranjanHiranandani, Co-Founder and Managing Director of the respected and well-

diversified Hiranandani Group has taken over as the new President of the Associated 

Chambers of Commerce & Industry of India (ASSOCHAM), the country‘s apex 

organisation of industry and trade. 

 ASSSOCHAM will be always at the forefront when it comes to serving the nation as a 

podium to voice their opinions and play their part in ushering new dawn of Rising 

India. 

 HemantSoren set to be sworn in Jharkhand CM 
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 HemantSoren is an Indian politician from Jharkhand, who is the current 11
th

 Chief 

Minister designate of Jharkhand. He had also served as the 5th Chief Minister of 

Jharkhand. 

 He is elected as the Chief Minister of Jharkhand second time. He is also the president of 

the Jharkhand MuktiMorcha, a political party in Jharkhand. 
 

 
 

Awards 

 Jit Doval to get honorary degree from HNBGU 

 

 National Security Advisor Ajit Doval was awarded the honorary doctorate degree at 

the convocation ceremony of the Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University in 

Srinagar, Uttarakhand. 

 Union Human Resource Development Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank was also 

present at the ceremony. 

 Doval stated that being awarded the doctorate in his native land was a matter of great 

honour for him. 

 Ballon d'or 2019: Lionel Messi wins the title for record sixth time 
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 Ballon d'Or 2019: Argentine footballer Lionel Messi won the prestigious football 

honor Ballon d'Or for record sixth time. Liverpool defender Virgil Van Dijk 

finished second and Cristiano Ronaldo of Juventus finished third. 

 Megan Rapinoe won this award in the women category. Messi, who could not make 

it to the top three last time, won the award after four years. Cristiano Ronaldo of 

Portugal has won this award five times. 

 Lionel Messi won this award after four years. In 2018, the title was won by Real 

Madrid and Luka Modric of Croatia. 

 Messi has scored 46 goals in 53 matches. However, last year, he scored 36 goals in 

34 matches and also became champion of his club. 

 A total of 30 players were nominated for the Ballon d'Or awards. 

 This award is given by France Football Magazine. They choose the winner on the 

basis of votes of 180 journalists in the world. 

 “Shilpa Shetty App” wins in 2019 Google Play Awards 

 Bollywood actor Shilpa Shetty‘s fitness app ―Shilpa Shetty App‖ has been awarded 

Google Play‘s Best Apps of 2019. 

 The app was awarded in the category of ‗Personal Growth‘. 

 Priyanka Chopra bags UNICEF Humanitarian Award 

 Priyanka Chopra has been awarded the Danny Kaye Humanitarian Award from 

UNICEF. Bollywood actress Priyanka Chopra is quite active not only in the 

entertainment and fashion world but also in social work. The award was announced in 

June 2019 and Priyanka was nominated for the award by the United Nations Children's 

Fund. 

 Priyanka Chopra has been associated with UNICEF for the past 15 years as a 

Goodwill Ambassador. Now she has been awarded UNICEF's 'Danny Kaye 

Humanitarian Award' for her work. She was awarded this honor in the presence of 

many eminent personalities at the Snowflake Ball in New York. 
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 Florence Nightingale Awards 2019: Kerala nurse who died treating NIPAH 

patient honoured posthumously 

 President Ram Nath Kovind presented the National Florence Nightingale Awards to 

36 nursing personnel at an awards ceremony in Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi on 

December 5, 2019. The awards were conferred on the occasion of International Nurses 

Day. 

 Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan and Minister of State, 

Health & Family Welfare Ashwini Kumar Choubey were present during the awards 

ceremony. 

 One award was conferred posthumously to honour nurse Lini Sajeesh from 

Kozhikode, who had passed away while caring for a NIPAH patient in Kerala. The 

award was received by her husband Sajeesh.  

 N Sobana, who had played an important role in nursing and caring for the Nipah 

patients for over a month as the head nurse in the Calicut Medical College hospital was 

also honoured with the national award. 

 Abu Dhabi selected as world‟s leading sports tourism destination 

 Abu Dhabi (UAE) has been selected as the world‟s leading Sports tourism 

Destination at the 26th edition of the World Travel Awards (WTA) being held 

in Muscat, Oman. 

 This is the 7th time in a row that Abu Dhabi has been selected for this coveted award. 

The award is the latest in several prestigious accolades gained by Abu Dhabi this year, 

including being selected as the West Asia‘s Leading Business Tourism Destination at  

 the West Asia edition of WTA and Best City Break at the UK‘s Selling Travel Agents‘ 

Choice Awards.  

 Asian Academy Creative Awards 

 The film 'Gully Boy', directed by Zoya Akhtar, has been awarded the Best Feature 

Film at the Asian Academy Creative Awards. 

 Earlier, the film has also been nominated for the 92nd Oscar Academy Awards. It stars 

actor Ranveer Singh and Alia Bhatt in lead roles. 
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 Apart from this film, Netflix's web series 'Delhi Crime' has won the title of Best Drama 

Series at the Asian Academy Creative Awards. 

 Gulu Mirchandani bags CEAMA Lifetime Achievement Award 

 Gulu Mirchandani has been conferred with “Lifetime Achievement Award‖ by 

the Consumer Electronics and Appliances Manufacturers Association. 

 Gulu Mirchandani is the founder chairman of Mirc Electronics Ltd. (Onida). 

 He has been awarded for his extensive contribution to the consumer electronics 

industry. 

 He has been associated with consumer electronics industry for more than 3 decades. 

 Consumer Electronics and Appliances Manufacturers Association (CEAMA) is an all-

India organisation in the consumer electronics and durables sector. It has been in 

existence for over three decades. 

 Ethiopia‟s PM receives Nobel Peace Prize 

    

 Ethiopia‘s Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has received the 2019 Nobel Peace Prize for 

his efforts to achieve international peace and co-operation. 

 This year‘s Nobel Peace Prize was the 100th to be awarded. The Nobel Peace Prize 

consists of a diploma, a gold medal and a cheque for 9 million Swedish kronor 

(850,000 euros). 

 The Nobel Committee announced in October it was honouring Abiy Ahmed for his 

efforts to resolve the long-running conflict with neighbouring foe Eritrea. 
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 Odisha wins „World Habitat Award‟ for OLHM- Jaga Mission 

 Odisha won the bronze in „World Habitat Award‟ for Jaga Mission also 

called Odisha Liveable Habitat Mission (OLHM), a slum land titling project 

executed for the benefit of millions of urban-poor people living in slums. 

 The award was given by the World Habitat, a UK (United Kingdom) based organization 

which gives the award annually to recognize innovative housing projects around the 

world. 

 The Jaga is a society under Housing and Urban Development Department (HUDD), 

Government of Odisha. 

 The OLHM-JAGA aims at transforming the slums into livable habitats and under which 

52,682 urban poor families living in the slums have been granted land rights certificate. 

 The mission works under the Odisha Land Rights to Slum Dwellers Act passed in 

September 2017. 

 Rani Rampal, Saurabh Chaudhary Win Top Honours at FICCI India Sports 

Awards 

 

 Indian women‘s hockey team captain Rani Rampal and ace pistol shooter Saurabh 

Chaudhary won the Sports Person of the Year awards at the FICCI India Sports 

Awards 2019. 

 The FICCI India Sports Awards are an attempt by FICCI to acknowledge and recognise 

the contribution of sportspersons and various stakeholders who deliver excellent results 

throughout the year. 
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 Rani played a crucial role in India‘s qualification for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, scoring 

the winning goal in the two-legged qualifier against the US in November. 

 Saurabh, on the other hand, is touted as India‘s biggest hope for a medal in shooting in 

Tokyo. He won gold at the 2018 Asian Games and has since won a number of 

individual and team honours at shooting World Cups. 

 Gurgaon-based startup won „Space Oscar‟ award 

 The Gurugram-based startup blue Sky Analytics has created an application 

called „Zuri‟ that won the Copernicus Masters Award also called Space 

Oscars, under the Social Entrepreneurship category. 

 The award was given by the Earth observation program managed by the European 

Commission (EU) in partnership with the European Space Agency (ESA). 

 The application uses satellite data to provide improved monitoring, supply chain and 

pricing analysis as well as the allocation of crop waste to be used as raw materials in 

other industries. 

 The application includes an AI (Artificial Intelligence)- based tool to measure and 

monitor farm fires and stubble burning across India, million tons of crops are being 

burnt in India on farms to clear the field for new crops every winter, as a result 

releasing massive amounts of greenhouse gases which have led to increased level of 

pollution in New Delhi and other parts of the country. 

 Toni-Ann Singh crowned Miss World 2019 

 

 

 



43 
 

KALAM IAS ACADEMY,  PERAMBUR & VADAPALANI  PH.9500142441 , 8608615241 www.kalamtrainingacademy.com 

 

43 

 Tony-Ann Singh of Jamaica was announced as the winner of the Miss World 

2019 beauty pageant held at the ExCeL London. 

 She was crowned by her predecessor Miss World 2018 Vanessa Ponce from Mexico. 

 Ophelia Mezino of France and Suman Rao of India were the first and second runners 

up of the beauty pageant respectively. 

 Miss World 2019 was the 69th edition of the contest and contestants from 120 

countries competed for the title. 

 Union Rural Development Ministry selected UT of J&K for National award 

 Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has been selected for the national 

award by Union Rural Development Ministry for best performance in the 

implementation of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY). 

 Union Rural Development Ministry has sanctioned 147 Road and Bridge projects under 

PMGSY-II covering a length of 783.88 kilometres at an estimated cost of 878.53 crore 

rupees for Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh. 

 The entire road length has been sanctioned for up-gradation of existing road 

infrastructure with 10-year maintenance. 

 Gujarat police became 7th state police to get „President‟s Colours‟ 

 The state police of Gujarat were honoured with „President‟s colours‟. The Gujarat 

police were presented with the President‘s colours by Vice President of 

India  Muppavarapu Venkaiah Naidu in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 

 They were presented the president‘s colours for their outstanding services. 

 It is the highest honour given to a police force in India. 

 The previously awarded states were Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, Jammu 

and Kashmir, Tripura and Assam. 

 The president‘s colours is also known as „Nishaan‟ which is an emblem that will be 

worn by all police officers on the left-hand sleeve of their uniform. 

 Ben Stokes awarded with Sports Personality of the Year 2019 award 

 England cricketer Ben Stokes has been voted BBC Sports Personality of the Year 

2019. 
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 He has become the first cricketer since Andrew Flintoff in 2005 to win the prize. 

 Ben Stokes was Man of the Match as England won the 2019 World Cup for the first 

time with a dramatic super over victory against New Zealand at Lord‘s. 

 He was presented with his award by the Princess Royal and former Manchester United 

and Scotland footballer Denis Law. 

 Nadal and Barty named 2019 ITF World Champions 

 Ashleigh Barty and Rafael Nadal were named International Tennis Federation‘s (ITF) 

World Champions in singles for 2019. 

 This awards will be given at the 2020 ITF world champions 2nd June, in Paris. 

CATEGORY WINNER 

Men Singles  Rafael Nadal (Spain) 

Women Singles  Ashleigh Barty (Australia) 

Women Doubles  Timea Babos (Hungary) and Kristina Mladenovic (France) 

Men Doubles  Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert Farah (Colombia) 

Men‘s 

Wheelchair 
 Gustavo Fernandez (Argentina) 

Women‘s 

Wheelchair 
 Diede de Groot (Netherland) 

Quad  Dylan Alcott (Australia) 

 

 Malayali boy Aditya bags top bravery award 
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 Aditya K. of Kozhikode, Kerala has become the first child from the State to bag 

the Bharat Award for bravery. 

 The most prestigious of the National Bravery Awards, given away by the Indian 

Council for Child Welfare. 

 The Bharat Award has gone to Aditya for rescued 20 people from a bus carrying 

members of the Calicut University Pensioners‘ Forum and their families when it caught 

fire coming down a steep mountain road. 

 Two more children from the State are also recipients of the awards. Muhammed 

Mohsin has been given the award posthumously for saving the lives of three children. 

 Fatah gets the award for rescuing a woman and a girl from an approaching train. Both 

belong to Kozhikode. 

 Indian Archaeologist honoured in Bangladesh 

 

 Noted archaeologist R. Nagaswamy was honoured at the Silver Jubilee International 

Conference of Art in Dhaka by Bangladesh. 

 He is an Indian historian, archaeologist and epigraphist. 

 He served as the founder-director of Tamilnadu Archaeology Department. 

 In 2018 he was awarded India‘s third highest civilian award Padma Bhushan. 

 66th National Film Awards: Ayushman Khurrana, Vicky Kaushal bags best actors 

award 

 The winners of the 66th National Film Award 2019 have been awarded by Vice 

President Venkaiah Naidu at Vigyan Bhawan, Delhi today. Dada Saheb Phalke Award 

has been given to Amitabh Bachchan. Ayushmann Khurrana for film 'Andhadhun' and  
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Vicky Kaushal for 'Uri: The Surgical Strike' honored as Best Actors, South Actress 

KirtiSuresh for 'Mahanati' for Best Actress and Surekha Sikri awarded for 'Best 

Supporting Actress Award for ‗Badhaai Ho‘ film.' 

 Army officer awarded for developing bulletproof jacket 

 

 In 2014, Anoop Mishra was hit by a bullet while serving in Kashmir valley. Luckily, 

the bullet hit his armour plate but he went through deep trauma following which he 

decided to work on developing an armour that can withstand hits from all kinds of 

ammunition. 

 He was felicitated by Army chief Gen. BipinRawat with the Army Design Bureau 

(ADB) excellence award for indigenously developing Sarvatra bulletproof 

jacket that can provide protection against various ammunition including that of sniper 

rifles. 

 Mishra is presently posted as Instructor at the College of Military Engineering, Pune. 

He was among the four awardees felicitated by Gen. Rawat. 

 UNICEF award to Kamareddy dist. for Swachh Bharat implementation 

 Kamareddy district in Telangana secured the United Nations International Children‘s 

and Education Fund (Unicef)-2019 Award for effective implementation of Swachh 

Bharat Mission in water sanitation and hygiene sectors. 

 The district stood in the forefront in the country in construction of individual sanitary 

lavatories, swachhdarpan wall paintings, swachhsurvekshan, swachhsundarshouchalay 

and other activities. 
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 Collector N. Satyanarayana, who got a commendation letter for his regular persuasion 

in implementation of the mission. 

 AAO bestows Life Achievement honour to Dr Santosh G Honavar 

 

 Dr Santosh G Honavar, India‘s ophthalmologist is conferred with the American 

Academy of Ophthalmology‟s (AAO) highest award Life Achievement honour that 

is given to its members. 

 He is the first Indian chosen for the honour. American Academy of Ophthalmology is 

the world‘s largest association of eye specialists. 
 

 

Books And Authors 

 Vice President releases monograph of „Musical Excellence of Mridangam‟ in 

Chennai 

 Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu released a monograph, „Musical Excellence of 

Mridangam‟, a rare fusion of art and science of an ancient South Indian instrument on 

the CSIR-Central Leather Research Institute (CLRI) campus in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

 The book, an outcome of research and development on standardisation of fabrication, 

tonal characterisation and new innovations in the design of the percussion instrument, 

was authored by mridangam maestro and Padma Vibhushan awardee Umayalpuram 

K. Sivaraman and former scientists T. Ramasami (former Secretary of the Department 

of Science and Technology) and M.D. Naresh. 
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 CJI Ranjan Gogoi releases Assamese version of book „Courts of India: Past to 

Present‟ 

 Chief Justice of India Justice Ranjan Gogoi released the Assamese version of the 

book „Courts of India: Past to Present‟ in Guwahati, Assam. 

 The book has been published by the Publication division. The various chapters of the 

book narrate the historical events of the court. 

 MHRD launches 3 books for children namely Kumbh, Garam Pahad and Dilli ki 

Bulbul 

 Union HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal „Nishank‟ launched 3 books which are a 

collection of stories for Children namelyKumbh, Garam Pahad and Dilli ki Bulbul 

(Sindhi edition) in New Delhi. 

 Authored by a popular writer of children‘s books and travelogues Dr Anita Bhatnagar 

Jain. 

 She is an officer of Indian Administrative Services (1985 batch). 

 The three books are a collection of stories for children and have brought out 

environmental issues and topics like socio-cultural unity& cultural heritage in a very 

simple and interesting manner. 

 IIT researchers to create „Gandhipedia‟ 

 The National Council of Science Museums (NCSM) and IIT (Indian Institutes of 

Technology) Gandhinagar and Kharagpur, have joined hands to 

develop Gandhipedia, an online repository of books, letters and speeches written by 

Mahatma Gandhi, to commemorate his 150th birth anniversary. 

 The entire project will be done with the help of Artificial Intelligence (AI). 

 In the first phase, over 40 books written by Mahatma Gandhi will be digitised and 

indexed and their portions which are to be completed by March 2020, and the remaining 

four phases will be worked on till March 2024. 

 The books will be used to reconstruct the social network of the Mahatma, including 

those who had influenced him and people whom he had inspired. 
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 The aim of Gandhipedia is to reconstruct and remember the inspiring works of 

Mahatma Gandhi. 

 „Borderman‟ yearly magazine released by Nityanand Rai 

 The yearly magazine called „Borderman‟ was released by Nityanand Rai, Minister of 

State for Home Affairs on the occasion of 55th raising day of BSF (Border Security 

Force) organized by the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

 The 55th raising day of BSF (Border Security Force) was celebrated on the 1st of 

December 2019. 

 Viswanathan Anand launches his autobiography „Mind Master‟ 

 Viswanathan Anand has launched his autobiography „Mind Master‟. Anand‘s 

autobiography is co-authored by sports journalist Susan Ninann. 

 It has been published by THG Publishing Private Limited. The book covers wonderful 

memories of Viswanathan Anand‘s journey. 

 A book titled “Politics of Opportunism” released by S Gurumurthy 

 Noted Economist and Political Analyst S Gurumurthy released a book titled “Politics of 

Opportunism: Regional Parties, Coalitions, Centre-State Relations In India”. 

 The book is authored by R P N Singh. The book throws light on the subject related to 

rise of regional parties and Centre-States relation. 

 RNP Singh is a former officer of the Intelligence Bureau, Government of India. He 

has also earned the coveted Presidents Police Medal, Indian Police Medal, the Sukriti 

and Kautilya awards for his distinguished services. 
 

 

Defence 

 India-Uzbekistan 1st-ever joint military exercise Dustlik-2019 begins 

 The first-ever India-Uzbekistan joint military exercise Dustlik-2019 begin at 

Chirchiq Training Area near Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 

 The exercise, which will be focused on counter-terrorism, will continue till November 

13. 

 During the exercise, an Indian Army contingent will train along with Uzbekistan Army. 



50 
 

KALAM IAS ACADEMY,  PERAMBUR & VADAPALANI  PH.9500142441 , 8608615241 www.kalamtrainingacademy.com 

 

50 

 The exercise will enable the sharing of best practices and experiences between the 

Armed Forces of the two countries and will lead to greater operational effectiveness. 

 Biggest US-Bangladesh Navy exercise starts in Chattogram, Bangladesh 

 

 The second phase of the biggest US- Bangladesh Navy exercise named „Cooperation 

A float Readiness and Training (CARAT)- 2019‟ started in Chattogram, Bangladesh. 

 CARAT is one of the U.S. Navy‘s longest continually running exercise in South Asia 

and Southeast Asia. 

 The exercise provides an opportunity to gain a better understanding of the operational 

activities of the Navies of two countries and to get acquainted with advanced 

technology through various theoretical and practical training. 

 GRSE delivers fast patrol vessel, „Annie Besant‟ to Indian Coast Guard 

 Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd (GRSE) delivered Fast Patrol Vessel 

(FPV) ICGS Annie Besant, the second in the series of five such ships, to the Indian 

Coast Guard. 

 A medium-range vessel with a length of 50 metres, a width of 7.5 metres and 

displacement of around 308 tonnes, the FPV is capable of operations in the maritime 

zones of the country. 

 These powerful, fuel-efficient platforms are designed to perform multipurpose 

operations like patrolling, anti-smuggling, anti-poaching and rescue operations. 

 ICGS Annie Besant is designed for a maximum speed of 34 knots with an endurance of 

more than 1,500 nautical miles. 
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 Indian Navy, Indonesian Navy bilateral maritime exercise „Samudra Shakti 

 India is jointly exercising its anti-submarine warfare corvette INS Kamorta along 

with Indonesian warship KRI Usman Harun, a multi-role corvette, in the Bay of 

Bengal as part of an ongoing bilateral exercise ”Samudra Shakti”. 

 The aim of the exercise is to strengthen bilateral relations, expand maritime co-

operation, enhance interoperability and exchange best practices. 

 The joint exercises include manoeuvres, surface warfare exercises, air defence 

exercises, weapon firing drills, helicopter operations and boarding operations. 

 Indian Coast Guard conducted Exercise ReSAREX-2019 

 The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) tested its efficiency and preparedness during 

the Regional Level Search and Rescue Workshop and Exercise 2019 (ReSAREX- 

19) conducted off the Goa coast. 

 ICG participation: 5 ships of ICG, 2 Chetak helicopters were used for the workshop 

while resources from State Marine Police, Indian Mission Control Centre (IMCC) in 

Bengaluru, Karnataka, Captain of Ports, state administration of Goa, Goa medical 

college and Goa‘s Mormugao Port Trust were used in the service. 

 India-U.S. tri-services exercise Tiger Triumph begins 

 The India-U.S. tri-services amphibious exercise “Tiger Triumph” has begun in 

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 

 Tiger Triumph will go on for 9 days off the Visakhapatnam and Kakinada coasts. 

 The training events will enhance U.S.-India military-to-military relations and hone 

individual and small-unit skills in humanitarian assistance and disaster response. 

 This kind of training is expected to build the capacity of both the U.S. and Indian 

participants as well as improving their ability to operate together. 

 First night trial of Agni II missile conducted successfully 

 India has successfully conducted the first night trial of Agni-II, its versatile surface-

to-surface medium-range nuclear-capable missile from Dr Abdul Kalam Island off 

Odisha coast. 
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 Agni-II, an intermediate-range ballistic missile (IRBM), has already been inducted into 

the armed forces. 

 The entire trajectory of the trial was tracked by a battery of sophisticated radars, 

telemetry observation stations, electro-optic instruments and two naval ships located 

near the impact point in the down-range area of Bay of Bengal. 

 The test was carried out by the specially formed Strategic Forces Command (SFC) of 

the Army with logistic support from the Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO). 

 The two-stage ballistic missile can carry a payload of 1000 kg over a distance of 2000 

km. 

 Indian Army conducts „Sindhu Sudarshan‟ exercise in Rajasthan 

 The Sudarshan Chakra Corps of the Indian Army conducted „Sindhu 

Sudarshan‟ exercise in Barmer, Rajasthan. 

 Around 40,000 jawans of the Indian Army are participating in the exercise.‘ Sindhu 

Sudarshan‘ exercise will continue till December 05. 

 The aim of the exercise was to evaluate the capability and battle readiness of 

the defence forces in an integrated air-land battle in a semi-developed terrain of the 

desert. 

 Newly inducted armed helicopter Rudra, manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd 

(HAL) equipped with electro-optical pods, helmet-mounted sights and night vision 

goggles was used in the exercise. 

 Apart from Rudra, newly inducted K9 Vajra (South Korean self-propelled 155 mm 

howitzer) was also used in the exercise. 

 GRSE delivers ICGS „Amrit Kaur to Indian Coast Guard 

 Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd (GRSE) delivered to the Indian 

Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) „Amrit Kaur‟, the third in a series of five ‗Fast Patrol 

Vessels‘ (FPV). 

 ICGS ‗Amrit Kaur‘ is a 50-metre-long and 7.5-metre- wide medium-range surface 

vessel, with a displacement of around 308 tonnes. 
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 It is capable of performing a rescue, patrolling, anti-smuggling and anti-poaching 

operations in the maritime zones of the country. 

 The vessel can attain a maximum speed of 34 knots with an endurance of over 1,500 

nautical miles. 

 The ship is equipped with three main engines and has advanced control systems, water 

jet units and an ‗Integrated Bridge System‘ constituting all communication and 

navigation systems. 

 Indian Naval Academy awarded President‟s Colour 

 President Ram Nath Kovind and Supreme Commander of Indian Armed Forces 

awarded President‟s Colour to Indian Naval Academy (INA), Ezhimala at Kochi, 

Kerala. 

 The President‘s Colour is the highest honour bestowed upon a military unit. 

 It was awarded to INA in recognition of the yeoman service rendered by the institution 

in training and shaping Indian Naval officers over the last 50 years at three different 

locations – Goa, Kochi and Ezhimala. 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh to inaugurate 3rd Military Literature Festival in 

Chandigarh 

 The three-day long Military Literature Festival (MLF) with Defence Minister 

Rajnath Singh inaugurating the gala event on December 13 at the Lake Club of the City 

Beautiful Chandigarh. 

 Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will inaugurate the event, while Punjab Chief 

Minister Captain Amarinder Singh will preside over the closing ceremony and honour 

the descendants and units of Victoria Cross winners of the Burma Campaign of the 

Second World War. 

 India to host naval drill Milan 2020 

 The Indian Navy will host military drill „Milan 2020‟ in March which will witness the 

participation of several countries. 

 41 nations from South Asia, Southeast Asia, Africa and Europe that share defence 

cooperation with India have been invited for the drill. 
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 MILAN stands for „Multilateral Naval Exercise‟. 

 The government pursues cooperation initiatives with friendly foreign countries, 

including in the Indian Ocean Region, through structured interactions like Staff Talks, 

Empowered Steering Group. 

 The areas of cooperation include capacity building, marine domain awareness, training, 

hydrography, technical assistance, operational exercise. 

 ISRO Launches CARTOSAT-3 

 India‘s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle, PSLV-C47 Launch Vehicle-XL (PSLV-XL) 

rocket carrying advanced earth observation satellite Cartosat-3 and 13 US nano 

satellites lifted off from the second launch pad of the rocket port from Sriharikota. 

 At about 9.28 a.m. the 44.4 meters tall, weighing 320-ton rocket blasted off from the 

second launch pad at the country‘s rocket port. 

 The launch was normal despite a clouded sky. 

 According to ISRO, the 1,625 kg Cartosat-3 is an advanced agile satellite to obtain 

panchromatic and multispectral imagery with an operational life of five years. 

 India & Japan holds Mine Countermeasure Exercise(MINEX) 2019 

 A maiden bilateral exercise between the Indian Navy and the Japanese Maritime Self 

Defence Force (JMSDF) have conducted Mine Countermeasure Exercise (MINEX) 

2019 at Kochi, Kerala. 

 Officials of the Indian Navy and from the warships Bungo and Takashima of JMSDF‘s 

Minesweeper (a naval ship that is deployed in removing naval mines) Division 3, 

commanded by Captain Seiji Ikubu took part in the exercise. 

 Indian Army successfully test-fired 2 Spike LR missile in MP 

 The Indian Army has successfully test-fired 2 Spike long-range anti-tank missiles at 

Mhow in Madhya Pradesh. 

 Spike is a 4th-generation missile which can engage any target with precision at ranges 

up to 4 km. India became the 33rd country to have the Spike missile as part of its 

inventory. 
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 The missile has the ability to fire, observe and update, providing substantial flexibility 

to the firer to pinpoint the impact point. 

 It also has the ability to switch to a different target mid-flight. 

 The firer has the option of firing from a low or high trajectory. 

 Exercise INDRA 2019 

 Exercise INDRA 2019 a joint, tri-services exercise between India and Russia will be 

conducted in India from 10-19 December 2019 simultaneously at Babina (near 

Jhansi), Pune, and Goa. 

 The contingents of both countries will share expertise and their professional experience. 

 The esprit-de-corps and goodwill shall be the key areas during the exercise which will 

facilitate the further strengthening of bonds between the defence forces of India and 

Russia. 

 The INDRA series of exercise began in 2003 and the First joint Tri-Services Exercise 

was conducted in 2017, It will be a historic occasion for two of the world‘s greatest  

Armed Forces to join hands and successfully conduct an exercise of this magnitude with 

professionalism, to imbibe the best practices from each other, jointly evolve and drills 

to defeat the scourge of terror under the United Nation mandate. 

 Hand in Hand 2019: India-China Joint Military Exercise Begins in Meghalaya 

 A Joint military exercise between India and China began at Umroi Cantonment, 

Meghalaya. It is an annual military exercise held under a United Nations mandate. It 

will be conducted between December 7 to December 20, 2019, with a theme against 

terrorism.  

 About 130 soldiers of the Tibet Military Command (on behalf of China) and an equal 

number of Indian military personnel will participate. The exercise is planned at the 

company level, with the respective battalion headquarters. 

 Rafale jet tail numbers to feature former Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa‟s 

 The Indian Rafale fighter jets will fly with the tail sign „BS‟ after the recently 

retired Air Force Chief Birender Singh Dhanoa. The Indian Air Force has decided to 

put tail numbers in 30 Rafale jets with ‖BS‖ initials. 
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 Six Rafale trainer aircraft will carry RB series tail numbers which stand for Air Chief 

Marshal RKS Bhadauria, the current Chief of Air Staff who played a key role as lead 

negotiator for the mega-deal. 

 UAE, US joint military exercise „Iron Union 12‟commences 

 „Iron Union 12‟, a joint military exercise between the ground forces of the UAE and 

the United States, commenced. ‗Iron Union 12‘ will see the two sides take part in joint 

military cooperation to enhance combat and tactical capabilities. 

 The joint military exercises of the UAE Armed Forces with fraternal and friendly 

countries takes place in a manner consistent with latest developments and reflects the 

UAE Armed Forces‘ determination to stand firmly against all threats and challenges 

facing the region. 

 Exercise Surya Kiran-XIV held in Nepal 

 A joint military training exercise “SURYA KIRAN-XIV” was held in Salijhandi, 

Rupendehi district of Nepal. 

 The exercise was conducted between the armies of India and Nepal. 

 Joint training exercise was based on counter insurgency operations in jungle and 

mountainous terrain and also practised response mechanism in the eventualities of 

natural and man made disasters. 

 Land-attack version of BrahMos missile successfully test-fired from Odisha‟s 

Chandipur 

 India successfully conducted a developmental trial of the land-attack version 

of BrahMos supersonic cruise missile from Chandipur Integrated Test Range, off 

Odisha coast. 

 The 9-meter long missile can travel at thrice the speed of sound and carry a 

conventional warhead weighing up to 300 kg. 

 The BrahMos missile is a medium-range ramjet supersonic cruise missile capable of 

being launched from submarines, ships, fighter jets or land. 
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 Upgraded version of Pinaka Rocket successfully test-fired off Odisha coast 

 An upgraded version of the indigenously developed Pinaka-guided rocket system with 

enhanced strike range and guidance system was successfully test-fired from the 

DRDO‘s Proof and Experimental Establishment firing test range off Odisha coast. 

 The system has a maximum range of 40 km for Mark-I and 75 km for Mark-II and 

can fire a salvo of 12 HE rockets in 44 seconds. It is mounted on a Tatra truck for 

mobility. 

 Pinaka is an indigenous multi-barrel rocket launch (MBRL) system, which has been 

developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) for the 

Indian Army. 

 The weapon system is equipped with state-of-the-art guidance kit comprising of an 

advanced navigation and control system. 

 While the all-weather tracked-chassis Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missile (QR-

SAM) also tested from a mobile launcher at a launch complex of the Integrated Test 

Range. 

 5th Edition of ARTECH to be held in New Delhi 

 The 5th edition of ARTECH is being organised by Indian Army on „Technologies for 

Non-Contact Warfare‟ which will be organised on 23 December 2019 at Manekshaw 

Centre, Delhi Cantonment. 

 The seminar is the flagship event of the Indian Army which sets the agenda for focus 

areas of harvesting indigenous capabilities in the Defence sector. 

 ARTECH Seminar was launched in 2016 as part of the overall vision of ‗Make in India‘ 

of Hon‘ble Prime Minister and is conducted every year as part of events leading to 

Army Day celebrations. 

 ARTECH platform provides an opportunity to practitioners of military operations, 

policymakers in Ministry of Defence, industry and academia to put forth their 

contemporary Defence-related capabilities. 

 It is also a forum for innovators in uniform to showcase their products and offer these to 

industry to refine & productions. 
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 DRDO successfully test-fires QRSAM 

 Defence Research Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully test-fired Quick 

Reaction Surface-to-Air Missile (QRSAM) from Integrated Test Range (ITR) at 

Balasore. 

 It is all-weather and all-terrain missiles that can be mounted on a truck. It is also 

equipped with an electronic counter system. 

 It can target aircraft and drones hovering around the border. Its abilities can help the 

Indian Army to hit targets. 

 Indian Coast Guard conducts „Swachchh Samundra NW-2019‟ 

 The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) conducted a two-day regional level pollution response 

exercise named „Swachchh Samundra NW-2019‟ at sea off Vadinar in Gulf of Kutch. 

 The exercise was conducted to validate and reinforce the response mechanism for oil 

pollution incidents and enable the Indian Coast Guard to fine-tune the actions required 

in such eventualities. 

 The exercise was conducted in two phases. 

 The Gulf of Kutch (GoK) region handles 70 per cent of the oil imported by India and 11 

Single Point Moorings (SPMs) out of total 27 SPM. 

 IAF bids farewell to the iconic “MiG-27” fighter aircraft 

 The Indian Air Force bids farewell to the iconic “MiG-27” with a decommissioning 

ceremony at the Jodhpur air base. The Mig 27 is a soviet origin aircraft that was built 

under licence by HAL and became a part of the IAF strike fleet in 1985. 

 The jet contributed significantly in wars and peace-keeping operations and also 

emerged as the real hero in the 1999 Kargil war. It‘s contribution in the Kargil war 

earned it the title ‗Bahadur‘. 

 Home Minister lays foundation stone of CRPF Headquarters in New Delhi 

 Union Home Minister laid the foundation stone of Directorate General 

Building of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) in New Delhi. 
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 The new building at a cost of Rs 280 crore will have all modern facilities and green 

amenities. It will also have effective control and command system with modern training 

modules for 3.5 lakh strong force to enhance their operational capability. 

 The Home Minister also launched a new logo ―Garud‖ for those engaged in providing 

security to the common man and VIPs. 

Obituary 

 Veteran actor Shelley Morrison passes away 

 
 Former Hollywood actress Shelley Morrison passed away recently. 

 She had a long 50-year career and was best known for playing a memorable maid from 

El Salvador, in the original run of ―Will and Grace‖ from 1999 to 2006, becoming part 

of a cast that won a Screen Actors Guild award for best ensemble in a comedy series. 

 Bob Willis Former England cricket captain passes away 

 Former England captain Bob Willis passed away. 

 He captained England in 18 Tests and 29 one-day internationals before his retirement 

from all forms of cricket in 1984. 

 The fast bowler took 325 wickets in 90 Tests from 1971 to 1984, claiming a career-best 

8-43 to help England to a famous win over Australia at Headingley in the 1981 Ashes. 

 Bar Code inventor George Laurer passed away at 94 

 Bar Code was an invention of George J Laurer. He invented this transforming invention 

at IBM. He passed away at 94 in the USA. 

 In the early 1970s, he was working with IBM as an electronic engineer. He initiated a 

Universal Product Code or bar code at IBM. 
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 It is a method of writing statistics or information about a product. This barcode can give 

complete information about a product. 

 ICSSR Chairman Braj Bihari Kumar passes away 

         

 Braj Bihari Kumar, the Chairman of Indian Council of Social Science Research 

(ICSSR) passed away. 

 He was appointed as the chairman of the ICSSR in May 2017. 

 Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) was established in the year 

of 1969 by the Government of India to promote research in social sciences in the 

country. 

 provide grants for projects, fellowships, international collaboration, capacity building, 

survey, publications etc. to promote research in social sciences in India. 

 Former US Federal Reserve chief Paul Volcker passes away 

    

 The former US Federal Reserve chief Paul Volcker passed away. He was appointed as 

the chief of the US Federal Reserve in 1979. 

 He was popularly known for fighting inflation by raising interest rates. He was a 

legendary figure in American finance. 
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 New Zealand three-times Olympic champion Peter Snell passes away 

 New Zealand‘s 3-times Olympic middle-distance champion Peter Snell passed away. 

 He was the last male athlete to have completed the 800m and 1500m double at an 

Olympic Games, which he achieved in Tokyo in 1964. 

 He also won 2 gold medals at the Commonwealth Games in 1962 in the 880 yards and 

one mile run in Perth. 

 Former Kerala Minister Thomas Chandy passes away 

 

 Nationalist Congress Party‘s Kerala State President and former Minister Thomas 

Chandy passed away. 

 He represented Kuttanad constituency in Alappuzha district in the state Assembly. 

 He was forced to quit as Kerala Transport Minister from the Pinarayi Vijayan-led LDF 

government in November 2017 after facing encroachment allegations. 

 Writer and critic LS Sheshagiri Rao passes away 
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 Kannada writer and critic L.S. Sheshagiri Rao passed away. His first work was Idu 

Jeevana, an anthology of short stories was released in 1948. 

 He is best known for his book “Hosagannada Sahitya Charitre”. 

 He was best known for his critical works and an English-Kannada dictionary that he 

compiled. 

 Proficient in Kannada and English, many of his works were bridges between the two 

languages. 

 Renowned Hindustani classical vocalist Vidushi Savita Devi passes away 

           

 Renowned Hindustani classical vocalist Vidushi Savita Devi has passed away. 

 She was known for her thumirs. She was the author of the 

book „Maa…Siddheshwari‟ which was the biography of her mother Siddeshwari Devi. 

 She was also the head of the music department at Daulat Ram College under Delhi 

University for many years. 

 Renowned Hindi author Ganga Prasad Vimal dies 
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 amous Hindi author Ganga Prasad Vimal was recently killed in a road accident in Sri 

Lanka. He was 80. Vimal was traveling along with his daughter and granddaughter who 

were also killed in the same road accident. 

 Ganga Prasad was an author, translator, and professor at Jawahar Lal Nehru University. 

According to the media reports, Ganga Prasad Vimal was going with his family in a van 

from South Galle Town towards Colombo. 

 England World Cup winner Martin Peters passes away 

 

 Former West Ham and Tottenham midfielder Martin Peters, who scored England‘s 

second goal in the 1966 World Cup final against West Germany, passed away. 

 He joined West Ham in 1959 as a 15-year-old, made his debut in 1962 and was a key 

player in the side who won the 1965 Cup Winners Cup final at Wembley. 

 

Science And Technology 

 NASA finds Chandrayaan-2's Vikram Lander on Moon, releases images of site 
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 The US space agency NASA has recently found Vikram lander on the surface of 

Moon. A satellite, Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter, (LRO) from the US space 

agency released an image of the impact site where Vikram was crashed in 

September 2019. 

 The area with debris belonging to the vehicle is visible in the image. It is visible in 

the image that debris scattered at more than a dozen places for several kilometers. 

 According to NASA, Indian engineer Shanmuga Subramanian gave evidence 

related to the wreck to the agency. 

 Agni-III ballistic missile failed in night test 
 

 
 Agni-III, a long-range surface-to-surface ballistic missile, has failed its first night 

test. The test was carried out at the Integrated Test Range at APJ Abdul Kalam 

Island near Odisha coast. 

 The Agni-III missile fell into the ocean after the first stage split. 

 In the initial flight, the missile covered a distance of 115 km, but soon it deviated 

from its path. 

 According to preliminary investigations, the missile lost its way due to a construction 

flaw. 

 The test was conducted as a user trial for the Indian Army. The trajectory for this 

missile test was fixed at 2800 km. 

 Oxygen level decreased by 2% in oceans: IUCN Report 

 International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) said that due to climate 

change there is a continuous decrease in the amount of oxygen in the oceans.  
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 This study suggested that deoxygenation in the oceans is having a negative effect on 

marine organisms that require more oxygen. 

  The IUCN said in a recent study that the world's natural habitats; one million animals 

are on the verge of extinction due to human activities. 

 ISRO to launch earth observation satellite, RISAT-2BR1 

 

 The ISRO(Indian Space Research Organisation) will launch its earth observation 

satellite, RISAT-2BR1 on PSLV-C48 from the First Launch Pad (FLP) of Satish 

Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota. 

 RISAT-2BR1, a Radar imaging earth observation satellite weighing about 628 kg, will 

be placed into an orbit of 576 km at an inclination of 37 degrees. 

 PSLV-C48, which is the 50th mission of PSLV, will also carry 9 customer satellites 

of Israel, Italy, Japan and USA as co-passengers. 

 These international customer satellites are being launched under a commercial 

arrangement with NewSpace India Limited. 

 International Astronomical Union names new star „Sharjah‟ 

 The International Astronomical Union (IAU) announced the names of the newly 

discovered stars and planets, where the name “Sharjah” was chosen for a star 

with “Barjeel” being the name of one of its planets. 

 WHO 1st time approved Biosimilar of “Trastuzumab” for breast cancer treatment 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) announced that for the 1st time it had 

approved a “biosimilar” medicine of Trastuzumab named “Ontruzant” to make 

cheaper breast cancer treatment at an affordable rate to women globally. 
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 The medicine is derived from living sources rather than chemicals. The biosimilar 

medicine of the Trastuzumab drug was supplied by Samsung Bioepis co Ltd. 
 

State News 

 Mission Indradhanush begins in Rajasthan 

 The state-level programme of Mission Indradhanush, a national vaccination 

campaign, began in Rajasthan. The campaign will be conducted in four stages in the 

state. 

 This is the first phase of the intensive vaccination campaign. The second phase will start 

from January 6, the third from February 3 and the fourth from March 2. In each phase, 

vaccination will be done on seven working days. 

 In the first phase of the campaign, 6071 vaccination sessions will be conducted and 

10161 pregnant women and 42704 children will be immunised. 

 UP govt announces 25% subsidy & full stamp duty waiver for defence industry 

 Uttar Pradesh government has decided to provide 25 per cent subsidy and 100 per 

cent stamp duty waiver for setting up the defence industry in the state. 

 The state government will also provide all facilities including power, road and fencing 

of land to the companies that will set up defence industries. 

 Andhra Pradesh Cabinet approves Disha Bill 2019 

 The Andhra Pradesh Cabinet approves the A.P. Disha Bill, 2019 (A.P. Criminal Law 

(Amendment) Bill, 2019) paving the way for awarding the death penalty for the 

offences of rape and gang-rape and expediting the verdict in trials of such cases to 21 

days. 

 The Cabinet also gave its nod for introduction of the A.P. Special Court for Specified 

Offences against Women and Children Bill, 2019, for dealing with offences against 

women and children, including rape and gang-rape, acid attacks, stalking, voyeurism, 

sexual harassment and cases under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 

(POCSO) Act. 

 



67 
 

KALAM IAS ACADEMY,  PERAMBUR & VADAPALANI  PH.9500142441 , 8608615241 www.kalamtrainingacademy.com 

 

67 

 Music festival „Tansen Samaroh‟ begins in Gwalior 

 In Madhya Pradesh, popular classical music festival „Tansen Samaroh‟ began with 

traditional style in Gwalior with the recitations of Harikatha and Milad. 

 The 5-day festival is celebrated every year in the memory of one of the most eminent 

singers of Indian history, „Mian Tansen‟. 

 Tansen Samaroh, the oldest and esteemed classical music festival in India is organised 

by Ustad Alauddin Khan Kala Evam Sangeet Academy, under the Madhya Pradesh 

culture department attracts thousands of musicians and aspiring singers from all over 

the country. 

 It is the 95th year of the festival. Artistes from Greece, USA, Iran and Belgium will 

perform in different sessions of Tansen festival. 

 Noted vocalist Pandit Vidyadhar Vyas will be presented the National Tansen Award for 

2019 today on the first day of Tansen Festival. 

 Orange festival begins in Manipur 

 Chief Minister N. Biren Singh inaugurated the State-level Orange festival at 

district  Tamenglong in Manipur. 

 Tamenglong district is largest producer of orange fruit in Manipur. The state 

government under the sponsorship of North Eastern Council organise the festival 

annually to promote the fruit and encourage its growers. 

 „On day one, orange growers‟ competition was held and prizes were distributed to top 

position holders. 

 As part of the festival, cultural show, traditional games, orange queen completion, 

seminar for growers will be held. 

 Meghalaya Assembly to pass resolution to bring state under ILP 

 The Meghalaya Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution urging the Government of 

India to implement Inner Line Permit in the state under the Bengal Eastern Frontier 

Regulation, 1873. 
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 The one-day special session was conducted with the sole intention to pass the resolution 

in view of the demand by the indigenous residents of the state for implementation of the 

ILP. 

 Inner Line Permit (ILP) is an official travel document issued by the Government of 

India to allow inward travel of an Indian citizen into a protected area for a limited 

period. 

 It is obligatory for Indian citizens from outside those states to obtain a permit for 

entering into the protected state. The document is an effort by the government to 

regulate movement to certain areas located near the international border of India. 

 Rajasthan government starts its first Janta Clinic 

 Rajasthan Chief Minister inaugurated its first “Janta clinic” at in the Malviya Nagar 

area of Jaipur. 

 This clinic open to provide free primary health care to people living in slums. In its first 

phase, 12 Janta Clinics will be opened in Jaipur where people would get free medicines 

and free medical examination in some cases. 

 Later, in the second and third phases of this scheme, Janta Clinics will be opened in 

other areas. 

 Andhra Pradesh CM launched „Netanna Nestham‟ welfare scheme for weavers 

 Andhra Pradesh chief minister YS Jaganmohan Reddy launched the „YSR Nethanna 

Nestham‟ scheme at Dharmavaram in Anantapur district. 

 Under the scheme, the state government of Andhra Pradesh will provide financial 

assistance of Rs 24,000 annually to handloom weavers across the state. 

 Rohtang tunnel named after Vajpayee 

 On the eve of the birth anniversary(25
TH

 Dec) of former Prime Minister late AtalBihari 

Vajpayee, the Central government announced to name the Rohtang tunnel, a road link 

between Kullu and landlocked Lahaul Valley in Himachal Pradesh, after Vajpayee. 

 The Union Cabinet approved two schemes in his honour: one to improve groundwater 

management in villages and the other to rename the tunnel being built under the 

Rohtang Pass after him. 
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 The tunnel, being constructed from Manalito Leh, would be renamed as the „Atal 

Tunnel‟. 

 PM Modi unveiled Atal Bihari Vajpayee statue in Lucknow 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled a statue of former Prime Minister Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee at Lok Bhawan in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. 

 He also laid the foundation stone for the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Medical University in 

the Uttar Pradesh capital. 

 The state government has given 50 acres of land for the varsity. 

 LPG bottling plant inaugurated at Balangir, Odisha 

 An LPG bottling plant at Balangir in Odisha was recently dedicated to the nation by 

Vice-President M Venkaiah Naidu.  

 It has the capacity to manufacture 42 Lakh cylinders annually. It was established at an 

expense of Rs. 103 crores. 

 There will be two more bottling plants at Rayagada and Bhuvneshwar. However, the 

capacity of four existing bottling plants is 2 crore 80 lakh cylinders per annum. 

 Earliest Sanskrit Inscriptions found in Andhra Pradesh 

 A team of Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has recently discovered Sanskrit 

inscriptions in Andhra Pradesh. It is believed that is it one of the oldest inscriptions of 

south India. 

 As per the media reports, the inscription mentioned about Saptamatrika cult. 

Saptamatrikas are basically a group of seven goddesses of Hinduism. 

 Apart from that, another inscription of the Prakrit language and Brahmi language were 

also found in the region. 

 Mandu Festival begins at Mandu, Madhya Pradesh 

 The first edition of Mandu Festival begins at Mandu, picturesque fort city of Madhya 

Pradesh. The event is organized by Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board. The festival 

will witness a celebration of the historic heritage blended with the modern vibrancy of 

the city culture. 
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 The Mandu festival will offer an eclectic mix of performing arts, workshops, art 

installations, nature trails, walks, food, architecture and music to the visitors during the 

festival. The festival is based on the idea of ―Khojne Me Kho Jao‖. 

 The Mandu festival will redefine the essence of the city & bring about the joy of 

establishing a new tourism hub in the state. 

 Hemant Soren sworn as CM of Jharkhand 

 Jharkhand Mukti Morcha leader Hemant Soren was sworn in as the 11th Chief 

Minister of Jharkhand. 

 Governor of Jharkhand Droupadi Murmu has administered the oath of office and 

secrecy to Soren, in the presence of senior political leaders and chief ministers from 

across states. 

 This will be the 44-year-old JMM leader‘s second stint as Jharkhand Chief Minister. In 

the just-conducted Assembly elections, the JMM, Congress and Rashtriya Janata Dal 

(RJD) alliance triumphed over the BJP, winning 47 seats in the 81 member House. 

Sports 

 India women claim Emerging Asia Cup title 

 

 The 2019 Emerging Teams Asia Cup was played between India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan 

and Bangladesh in Sri Lanka. India made it to the final with wins against the hosts by 

32 runs and an emphatic victory against Pakistan by 7 wickets. In the final, India 

claimed the title after beating hosts Sri Lanka by 14 runs under the Duckworth/Lewis 

method in Colombo. 
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  Devika Vaidya and Tanuja Kanwar bagged four wickets each after Tanusree Sarkar's 

47 and Simran Bahadur's 34 had helped India post 175 for nine in 50 overs. The Indian 

bowlers produced a disciplined show and bowled Sri Lanka out for 135 in 34.3 overs to 

win the tournament at the R Premadasa Stadium. 

 Novak Djokovic won the Paris Masters 2019 title 

 

 Novak Djokovic won the Paris Masters 2019 title. He won the title for the fifth time. 

 He sealed his 34th Master‟s title and fifth overall ATP victory of the year 2019. 

 He defeated Canada‘s Denis Shapovalov. He secured 6-3 6-4 to win the title. 

 ATP Rankings 2019: Rafael Nadal No.1, India's Prajnesh Gunneswaran on 94th 

 ATP Rankings 2019: Rafael Nadal has once again become the world's number one 

tennis player in the ATP Rankings 2019. He replaced Novak Djokovic who has 

slipped to number two. Nadal had previously held the number one position on 

November 4, 2018. 

 This is the eighth time when Nadal (33) has reached at the top. He is the second oldest 

player to hold the number one position in the ATP rankings after 1973. Federer 

became number one at the age of 36 in 2018. India‟s Prajnesh Gunneswaran 

secured 94th position. 

 Virat Kohli's record broken, Shubman Gill creates history 

 Shubman Gill, 20-year-old, has become the youngest player to captain India-C 

team in the final of the Deodhar Trophy. He went past the 10-year-old record of 

Indian team captain Virat Kohli to become the youngest captain of Deodhar Trophy. 
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 Shubman Gill was 20 years and 57 days old during the final match. Virat Kohli 

captained the North Zone in 2009-10 when he was 21 years and 124 days old. The final 

match was played between India C and India B at the JKCA International Complex in 

Ranchi. 

 Official emblem unveiled for FIFA U-17 Women‟s World Cup India 2020 

 

 The official emblem of FIFA U-17 Women‟s World Cup for the year 2020 which is 

to be conducted in India was unveiled. 

 The emblem was unveiled by Fédération Internationale de Football Association(FIFA) 

and Local Organising Committee(LOC) at the launch event in the gateway of India, 

Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

 The design of the emblem is bright blue waves rise from the base and reach up along 

the form of the trophy towards a crown forming the shape of Paisley or Boteh motif 

commonly used in Kashmiri Pashmina shawl and carpets. 

 The droplet of the design framing a ball made from a marigold flower depicts a symbol 

of growth and development. The colour and style are inspired by Bandhani textiles, an 

Indian tie-dye technique dating back thousands of years. 

 The stem of the marigold‘s symbol is derived from traditional Warli paintings with 

Bandhani patterns. 

 Manu Bhaker bags gold medal in Asian Shooting Championships 2019 

 Manu Bhaker won gold medal in women‟s 10m air pistol event. She put up a 

dominant showing, shooting 584 in qualification and 244.3 in the final to take gold. 
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 While Vivaan Kapoor and Manisha Keer also won the yellow metal in junior trap 

mixed event at the Asian Shooting Championships 2019. 

 Women‟s boxing icon Nicola Adams announced retirement 

 

 Two-time Olympic boxing champion Nicola Adams (37 years) announced her 

retirement from the sport on medical advice due to the vulnerability of losing eyesight. 

 She became the first-ever women‟s Olympic boxing champion at London 2012 in the 

United Kingdom(UK), and also the first female boxer to become a double Olympic 

champion after winning a second gold medal at the Rio Olympics 2016, in Brazil. 

 Shafali Verma becomes youngest Indian to hit international fifty, breaks Sachin 

Tendulkar‟s 30-year-old record 

 Shafali Verma shared a 143-run stand with Smriti Mandhana, which is also India 

Women's highest opening partnership in T20I cricket, surpassing the previous record of 

130 runs set by Punam Raut and Thirush Kamini against Bangladesh in April 2013. 

 The 15-year-old scored 73 runs from 49 deliveries, which included six boundaries and 

four maximums, and in the course, she also became the youngest Indian batter (men and 

women) to score a half-century in international cricket. 

 Shafali broke the record held by India‘s legendary cricketer Sachin Tendulkar. 

Shafali is 15 years and 285 days old whereas Tendulkar achieved it when he was 16 

years and 214 days old. 

 The 15-year-old also became the second-youngest player to score a half-century in T20I 

format (men and women). 

https://indianexpress.com/about/sachin-tendulkar/
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 India to host 2023 Men‟s Hockey World Cup 

 India will host the 2023 Men‟s Hockey World Cup from 13th to 29th of January. 

 The International Hockey Federation (FIH) India will play host to the men‘s tournament 

while Spain and the Netherlands have been named as the co-hosts of the 2022 Women‘s 

World Cup scheduled to be held from 1st to 22nd of July. 

 The decisions were made during FIH‘s Executive Board Meeting in Lausanne, 

Switzerland. 

 Thomas Dennerby takes charge as Indian Head Coach in FIFA U-17 Women‟s 

WC 

 

 All India Football Federation (AIFF) has announced the appointment of Thomas 

Dennerby (Sweden) as the Indian head coach of the Women‘s U-17 football team. 

 The FIFA (Fédération Internationale de Football Association) U-17(under 17) women‘s 

football World Cup 2020 will be hosted by India. 

 Thomas led the Sweden Women‘s national team to finish third in the FIFA World Cup 

in 2011. 

 He previously worked as coach of Super Falcons, the Nigerian women‘s national team 

to the 2019 FIFA World Cup in France. 

 He was also awarded the coach of the year for 2018 in Nigeria. 

  Saurabh Chaudhary wins silver medal in Men‟s 10m air pistol event at Asian 

Championship 

 Saurabh Chaudhary claimed the silver medal in men‟s 10m air pistol event to 

continue India‘s surge at the 14th Asian Championship in Doha, Qatar. 
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 World Cup and Asian Games gold-medallist shot 244.5 to finish second on the podium 

behind North Korea‘s Kim Song Guk, who won the top prize with a world record 246.5. 

Iran‘s Foroughi Javed bagged the bronze. 

 Javelin thrower Sundar Singh wins gold in World Para Athletics Championships 

 Javelin thrower Sundar Singh Gurjar has won India‘s second gold and defending 

his World Para Athletics Championships title in the men‟s F46 javelin throw event 

in Dubai. 

 With this, India has secured three Tokyo Paralympic Games quota, along with the 

bronze winner Ajeet Singh and Rinku. 

 FIFA bans three football officials for life for corruption 

 FIFA (Fédération Internationale de Football Association) has banned 3 South 

American football officials for a lifetime for connection with a 2015 corruption scandal 

in football. 

 The three officials who were banned were Former Peru Football Federation Manuel 

Burga and Argentinian officials Eduardo Deluca and Jose Luis Meiszner. 

 India set to host World Kabaddi cup 2019 in Punjab 

 The 2019 World Kabaddi Cup will take place from December 1 to 9 and will be 

organised by the Punjab government in Punjab. 

 This year‘s tournament will be dedicated to the 550th birth anniversary of Sikh guru, 

Guru Nanak Dev Ji. 

 Nine teams: India, USA, Australia, England, Sri Lanka, Kenya, New Zealand, Pakistan 

and Canada are expected to take part in the tournament. 

 Korea‟s Kim Joo Hyung wins Panasonic Open 

 South Korea‘s Kim Joo Hyung has won the Panasonic Open held at the Classic Golf 

and Country Club in Gurugram, India. 

 India‘s Shiv Kapur finished tied runner-up with S. Chikkarangappa. 

 The victory has made Hyung the second-youngest winner behind Thailand‘s Chinnarat 

Phadugsil on the Tour at 17 years and 149 days. 
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 IAAF officially changes its name to “World Athletics” 

 The International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) has officially changed 

its name and will now be known as “World Athletics”. 

 The name has been changed in a bid to make the sport more accessible. 

 The IAAF was founded in 1912 as the International Amateur Athletic Federation and 

changed its name to the ―International Association of Athletics Federations‖ in 2001. 

 Spain‟s striker David Villa retires from football 

 Spain‘s striker David Villa has announced his retirement from football. 

 He represented Spain in three World Cups and was also a member of the Spanish side 

that lifted the trophy in 2010, and won the European Championships in 2008. 

 He netted 59 times for Spain which is a national record. 

 His achievements also includes a Champions League title with Barcelona, as well as 

two La Liga wins and a World Club Cup medal. 

 Harmeet Desai claims Indonesia Open TT Championship 

 

 Indian paddler Harmeet Desai  wins men‘s singles title at International Table Tennis 

Federation (ITTF) Challenge Indonesia Open 2019 Table Tennis tournament held 

at Batam, Indonesia. 

 Harmeet had defeated compatriot Amalraj Anthony by 11-9, 9-11, 11-9, 11-9, 10-12, 

11-9 score. 
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 Sarita Devi elected as member of AIBA athletes commission 

  

 Laishram Sarita Devi (Manipur) is among the 6 boxers from 5 continents who were 

elected as members of AIBA Athletes Commission. 

 She was inspired by Muhammad Ali‘s achievements and turned professional in boxing 

in the year 2000. She is DSP in Manipur Police. 

 The election of the Athletes Commission members was organized during AIBA Men 

and Women World Boxing Championships 2019 in Russia. 

 Boxers from all over the world voted for new members – one per continent, except 

Europe which has two representatives. 

 Shooter Shreyasi Singh crowned National Champion in Women‟s Trap 

 

 Reigning Commonwealth Games champion Shreyasi Singh won the women‟s Trap 

Gold at the ongoing 63rd National Shooting Championship for shotgun events 

in New Delhi. 
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 Shreyasi representing Bihar shot 42 out of 50 birds to claim the crown, 

while Rajeshwari from Punjab managed 38 hits to settle for silver. 

 Pragati Dubey of Madhya Pradesh won bronze with a finals score of 31. 

 This was Shreyasi‘s fourth individual career National title but her first in Women‘s 

Trap. 

 Brazil beats Mexico to lift U-17 World Cup title 

 The Brazilian football team defeated the football team of Mexico in the finals for 2-

1, to win the 18th edition of the FIFA (Fédération Internationale de Football 

Association) under 17 World Cup trophy held in Brasilia, Brazil. 

 The victory added to Brazil‘s successes in 1997, 1999 and 2003 as it moved within one 

of Nigeria‘s record of five championships. 

 Shahadat Hossain, Bangladesh‟s fast bowler, banned for five years 

 

 Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) banned fast bowler Shahadat Hussain for five 

years on November 20. He was banned due to a fight with a teammate during the 

match. He is accused of beating his own partner Arafat Sunny during a domestic match. 

 Shahadat admitted his mistake and punishment in front of the Bangladesh Cricket 

Board's disciplinary committee. This is the second unpleasant incident for Bangladesh 

cricket in the recent past. Earlier, former captain, Shakib Al Hasan was banned by the 

ICC on charges of indecent conduct. 
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 Manu Bhaker bags gold medal in ISSF World Cup Finals 

 

 India‘s Manu Bhaker created history at World Cup Finals in Women‟s 10m Air 

Pistol event. 

 She bagged India‘s first gold medal in the tournament this year. 

 She shot 244.7 to claim the top prize in the season-ending tournament of International 

Shooting Sport Federation at Putian in China. 

 Serbia‘s Zorana Arunovic won the silver while Quian Wang of China bagged the 

bronze. 

 Red Bull‟s Max Verstappen won F1 Brazilian Grand Prix 

 Red Bull‘s Max Verstappen (Netherlands) won F1 Brazilian Grand Prix at Interlagos 

in São Paulo, Brazil. 

 Verstappen was followed by Pierre Gasly (France) and Carlos Sainz Vázquez de 

Castro (Spain) in the second and third place respectively. 

 Elavenil Valarivan, Divyansh Panwar win gold medals at ISSF World Cup 

 lavenil Valarivan and Divyansh Panwar clinching gold medals in their events to give 

the country its best ever single-day show in the ISSF World Cup Finals in Putian, 

China. 

 The 20-year-old Elavenil claimed the top honours in the women‘s 10 metres air rifle 

competition. 

 Later, another teen sensation Divyansh finished on top in the men‘s 10 metres air rifle 

competition. 



80 
 

KALAM IAS ACADEMY,  PERAMBUR & VADAPALANI  PH.9500142441 , 8608615241 www.kalamtrainingacademy.com 

 

80 

 India is currently top of the table with 3 gold medals, followed by China 2 gold, 1 

silver, 1 bronze. 

 Bodybuilder Chitahresh Natesan crowned Mr Universe 2019 

 

 Chitahresh Natesan 33yr old former hockey player turned bodybuilder also known as 

the ‗Indian Monster‘ by bodybuilding circles became the first Indian to win „Mr. 

Universe (Pro) 2019‟ in 90kg category at the 11th World Bodybuilding and 

Physique Sports Championship(WBPF) in South Korea. 

 India secured the second position in the team championship category at the same event. 

 Lakshya Sen wins Scottish Open title 

 

 India‘s Lakshya Sen has won the Scottish Open badminton men‟s singles 

title, defeating Brazilian Ygor Coelho to seal his fourth title in 3 months. 

 Entering the tournament as the top seed, the world number 41 registered an 18-21, 21-

18, 21-19 win in 56 minutes to claim the title in Glasgow, Scotland. 
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 Rafael Nadal wins Davis Cup title 2019 

 Rafael Nadal has clinched 6th Davis Cup title for Spain after beating Denis 

Shapovalov of Canada in front of a jubilant home crowd in Madrid. 

 Nadal defeated Shapovalov 6-3, 7-6 (9-7) to clinch Spain‘s 2-0 win against Canada. 

 Vijender Singh claims 12th successive professional win 

 Indian boxing star Vijender Singh demolished Ghana‘s former Commonwealth 

champion Charles Adamu to claim his 12th successive win. 

 The 34-year-old former Olympic bronze-medallist prevailed unanimously in an eight-

round super middleweight contest against the 42-year-old. 

 Sangram Dahiya, Varsha Varman win double trap national titles 

 

 Sangram Dahiya and Varsha Varman clinched double trap titles, winning gold at 

the 63rd National Shotgun Shooting Championship in New Delhi. 

 In men‘s category, Sangram shot 142 out of 150 targets to leave behind former world 

champion Ankur Mittal, who managed 137 hits over the five rounds of 30 targets each 

to win a silver. 

 Varsha, in the women‘s category of 120 targets each, had 97 to her name to clinch the 

gold ahead of state-mate Manisha Keer, who had 93 hits winning Silver. 
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 Indian archers bag recurve bronze at Asian Championships 

 

 Indian archers Deepika Kumari and Atanu Das won a bronze medal in the recurve 

and compound mixed event at the Asian Archery Championships in Kolkata. 

 They defeated China by 6-2 to clinch the medal in the championships. 

 13th South Asian Games formally begins in Kathmandu 

 13th South Asian Games have formally begun in Kathmandu, the capital of Nepal. 

 Vice President Nanda Bahadur Pun, Chairman of National Assembly Ganesh Timilsina, 

Deputy Prime Minister Ishwor Pokharel, Ministers from South Asian countries and a 

large number of other dignitaries also graced the opening ceremony. Over 2700 athletes 

from seven South Asian Countries participated in the march past. 

 During 10 days biggest sporting event of South Asia, 2715 athletes compete for 1119 

medals including 319 Gold in 26 game categories. India is represented by 487 athletes. 

The closing ceremony will be held on 10th December. 

 Lewis Hamilton won the season ending Abu Dhabi Grand Prix 2019 

 World champion Lewis Hamilton cruised to victory from pole position at the Abu 

Dhabi Grand Prix, capping another stellar season with an 11th win and 84th overall. 

 The six-time Formula One champion is now only seven wins behind seven-time F1 

champion Michael Schumacher‘s all-time record of 91, which he could realistically 

overtake next season. 
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 Senior Wrestling National Championships: Vinesh Phogat, Sakshi Malik clinch 

gold 

 
 Star wrestlers Vinesh Phogat and Sakshi Malik win in the finals to claim gold medals 

at the Senior Wrestling National Championships in Jalandhar. 

 While Phogat beat 20-year-old Haryana‘s Anju 7-3 in the 55kg category, Olympic 

bronze medalist Malik defeated Radhika of Haryana 4-2 in the 62kg category. 

 In the 68kg category, 35-year-old Haryana wrestler Anita Sheoran stunned 

Commonwealth Games bronze medallist Divya Kakran. 

 Punjab‘s 35-year-old Gursharan Kaur, claimed the title in the 76kg category, with a 4-2 

win over Pooja of Haryana. 

 Gurpreet Singh, Sunil Kumar clinch gold medals in Senior National 

Championships 

 In wrestling, Asian Championships silver medallists Gurpreet Singh and Sunil 

Kumar clinched gold medals on the final day of the senior national championships 

in Jalandhar. 

 In the 55 kg category, Arjun, representing Services, won against Ajay by technical 

superiority. 

 International Day of Persons with Disabilities: 3 December 

 International  Day  of  Persons  with  Disabilities is  being  observed  on  the 3rd  of 

December every year. 

 This day is observed to promote the rights and well-being of persons with disabilities 

in all spheres of society and development and to increase awareness. 
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 The theme this year is – Promoting the Participation of Persons with Disabilities 

and their leadership: Taking Action on the 2030 Development Agenda. 

 Roger Federer‟s face to go on Swiss coin 

 

 Tennis legend Roger Federer will become the first living person in Switzerland to have 

a coin minted in his honour. 

 The Federal Mint, Swissmint, has created a 20-franc silver coin bearing Federer‘s 

image. 

 It‘s the first time in its history that Swissmint has created a commemorative coin to 

honour a living person. 

 Russia has been banned from international sporting events for a period of four 

years 

 Russia has been banned from international sporting events for a period of four years 

including the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics. The World 

Anti-Doping Agency made the announcement on December 9, 2019. Russia has been 

accused of falsifying data from an anti-doping laboratory. 

 India‟s R. Praggnanandhaa wins London Chess Classic 
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 R. Praggnanandhaa from India has won the FIDE Open category of the London 

Chess Classic held in London. 

 He won the tournament with a tally of 7.5 points out of nine rounds. 

 The 14-year-old Indian chess player finished joint first with Anton Smirnov of Australia 

both scoring 7.5 points. 

 Wasim Jaffer becomes first Indian to play 150 Ranji matches 

 Veteran opener Wasim Jaffer became the first player in Indian cricket to feature in 

150 Ranji matches. 

 The former India opener is now just 853 runs away from completing 20,000 runs in 

first-class cricket. 

 Jaffer is followed by Madhya Pradesh batsman Devendra Bundela (145 

matches) and Amol Muzumdar (136 matches), who have played for Mumbai and 

Assam. 

 Jaffer has played 253 first-class games, scoring 19,147 runs at an average of 51.19. 

 He has scored 57 hundred and 88 fifties with 314 being his highest score. 

 He also has a double hundred to his name — the highest score of 212 against West 

Indies in 2006 at St John‘s. 

 Suniel Shetty signed as anti-doping brand ambassador NADA 

 Actor Suniel Shetty has been selected as the brand ambassador of National Anti-

Doping Agency NADA. 

 The country‘s anti-doping body is hoping that his celebrity status helps its efforts to 

clean up sports in the country from the menace. 

 More than 150 athletes have failed dope tests this year though bodybuilders make up 

more than one-third of these offenders. 

 This is not a welcome sign with less than eight months to go for the Tokyo Olympic 

Games. 

 The suspension of National Anti-Doping Laboratory by the WADA earlier this year is 

another issue facing the country now that dope samples collected by the National Anti-

Doping Agency from the athletes will have to be tested outside India. 
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 13th South Asian Games concluded in Nepal 

 The 13th South Asian Games concluded in Nepal. India finished on top with 312 

medals comprising 174 gold, 93 silver and 45 bronze. 

 Host Nepal remained second and Sri Lanka got third place. During the 10 days long 

biggest sporting event of South Asia, over 2700 athletes from India, Nepal, Bangladesh, 

Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Pakistan and Maldives competed for 1119 medals. 

 Sporting events in 26 games were held at Kathmandu, Pokhara and Janakpur. 

 PUMA signs Sunil Chhetri as brand ambassador 

 Indian men‘s football team captain Sunil Chhetri has signed a 3-year deal 

with PUMA. 

 The Bengaluru FC skipper is currently the second-highest goal-scorer in international 

football after Portugal‟s Cristiano Ronaldo. 

 He is the most-capped Indian player and is also the all-time top goal scorer for the 

Indian team. 

 He has been named as the AIFF Player of the Year six times. 

 He was also conferred with the Arjuna award in 2011 and Padma Shri in 2019. 

 Rohit Sharma becomes brand ambassador of La Liga in India 

 

 The top tier of Spanish club football “La Liga” has announced cricketer Rohit 

Sharma as its brand ambassador in India. 

 Rohit Sharma is the first non-footballer in the 90 year-old history of the league to have 

become a brand ambassador. 
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 The top tier of Spanish club football has been ramping up its fan base in India through a 

series of initiatives. These initiatives includes grassroot development programme like 

La Liga Football Schools and a digital broadcast deal with Facebook. 

 Indian men‟s football team ranked 108th in latest FIFA rankings 

 The Indian men‟s football team remained static at 108th spot in the year-

ending FIFA rankings. 

 India lost 11 places throughout the year. With 1187 total points, India is placed at 19th 

spot among Asian countries headed by Japan 28th. 

 Mirabai Chanu wins Gold in 6th Qatar International Cup 

 

 Indian weightlifter Mirabai Chanu won the women‘s 49kg category gold medal to 

open India‘s account at the 6th Qatar International Cup in Doha. 

 She bagged gold with an effort of 194kg in the Olympic qualifying event, with the 

points which will come in handy when the final rankings for Tokyo 2020 cut are done. 

 She lifted 83kg in snatch and 111kg in clean and jerk to finish on top of the podium. 

 Belgium crowned FIFA Team of the Year 

 Belgium has been crowned FIFA „Team of the Year‟ for the second successive time 

after a record-breaking year for the global ladder. 

 World champions France remains in the second place ahead of Brazil in third. 

 Besides accumulating the biggest points haul, Qatar has also jumped a year-high 38 

places, followed closely by fellow climbers Algeria (up 32 ranks) and Japan (up 22 

places). 

 



88 
 

KALAM IAS ACADEMY,  PERAMBUR & VADAPALANI  PH.9500142441 , 8608615241 www.kalamtrainingacademy.com 

 

88 

 ICC continues partnership with UNICEF for Women‟s World T20 

 The International Cricket Council (ICC) has announced that it has extended its 

partnership with UNICEF through to the Women‟s T20 World Cup 2020 with the 

focus on empowering women and girls through cricket. 

 The partnership and public donations continue to bring positive change to children 

through the programs in cricket playing nations focused on empowering women and 

girls in cricket. 

 The money raised during the Women‘s World T20 will go to similar projects in cricket 

playing nations, including an innovative program to promote girls‖ participation in 

cricket in Sri Lanka and build peace in communities. 

 The ICC and UNICEF partnership commenced in 2015, as part of the ICC‖s global 

community outreach program ”Cricket 4 Good”. 

 During the Men‘s 50-over World Cup held in England and Wales earlier this summer, 

UNICEF raised $180,000 as part of „One Day 4 Children‟ and this money will go 

directly to fund a girls‘ cricket project in Afghanistan.  

 Vernon Philander announces retirement  

• South African all-rounder Vernon Philander has announced his retirement plan after 

England test-series. 

• He has played 97 matches in all three formats of cricket and gained 261 wickets while 

 scored 1784 runs. 

• He said that it is an appropriate time to retire from cricket after a long journey. 

 South African seamer Vernon Philander announces retirement 
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 outh African all-rounder Vernon Philander announced international retirement from 

all forms of cricket after the conclusion of the upcoming Test series against England. 

 He has played 97 matches across all three formats, taking a combined 261 wickets with 

1784 runs in his international career. 

 He also took 51 wickets in his first seven Test matches which earned him the 2012 SA 

Cricketer of the Year awar 

 Leander Paes to retire from Tennis in 2020 

 

 Indian tennis ace Leander Paes has announced that 2020 will be his last year as a 

professional tennis player. 

 Leander, who made his Olympic debut in 1992, will look for one final flourish 

at Tokyo Olympics next year. 

 He has won eight doubles and ten mixed doubles Grand Slam titles. 

 Virat Kohli names among best cricketers of decade 

  Indian cricket team‘s captain Virat Kohli has been included in the list of best 

cricketers of the decade by Wisden Cricketers‘ Almanac along with four others. 

 Apart from Kohli, South Africa's Dale Steyn and AB de Villiers, Australia's Steve 

Smith and women's cricket veteran all-rounder Alice Perry are included in this list. 

 Kohli scored 5,775 more runs than any other batsman in the last ten years and he was 

the best batsman of this decade. 
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 Abhinav Lohan wins Bengaluru Open Golf Championship 

 Abhinav Lohan has won the Bengaluru Open Golf Championship 2019 powered by 

Karnataka Tourism. This was Lohan‘s first title on the TATA Steel PGTI. Karandeep 

Kochhar finished the championship as runner up. 

 With the victory, Lohan has become the 4th Indian golfer to register his maiden title on 

the TATA Steel PGTI. 

 Abhinav Lohan was part of the Indian team that won the silver medal at the 2010 Asian 

Games in Guangzhou. 

 Koneru Humpy Wins Women's World Rapid Chess Championship 

 

 Koneru Humpy, India's young woman Grandmaster, has won the World Rapid 

Championship 2019 title. She defeated Lei Tingjie of China in the Women's World 

Rapid Chess Championship in the tiebreaker series (Armageddon game) and won the 

title. 

 Magnus Carlsen of Norway won this title for the third time among men‘s 

championship. India's youngest woman Grandmaster Hampy decided to retire from 

chess in 2016. But, later she rejoined the game and won many titles. 

 In 2003, she was awarded Arjuna Award while in 2007, she was awarded Padma 

Shri. 
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 Australia paceman Peter Siddle retires from international cricket 

 

 Australian pace bowler Peter Siddle has announced 

his retirement from International Cricket. In his career of 11 years, he represented 

Australia in 67 Tests, 20 ODIs and 2 Twenty20 matches. 

 He took 221 wickets in 67 Test matches. He started his International Cricket career 

against India in 2008. 

 Kohli & Bumrah named in Wisden‟s T20I Team of the decade 

 India skipper Virat Kohli and pace bowler Jasprit Bumrah were the only Indians 

in Wisden‟s T20 International team of the decade. 

 Australia‘s limited overs skipper Aaron Finch was named captain of the Wisden‘s 

T20 International team of the decade. 

 Here is the complete Wisden‟s T20I team of the decade: Aaron Finch (c), Colin 

Munro, Virat Kohli, Shane Watson, Glenn Maxwell, Jos Buttler, Mohammad Nabi, 

David Willey, Rashid Khan, Jasprit Bumrah, Lasith Malinga. 

Important Days 

 World AIDS Day 

 World AIDS Day, designated on 1 December every year since 1988, is an 

international day dedicated to raising awareness of the AIDS pandemic caused by the 

spread of HIV infection and mourning those who have died of the disease. 
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 Government and health officials, non-governmental organizations, and individuals 

around the world observe the day, often with education on AIDS prevention and 

control. 

 Theme 2019 : “Communities make the difference”. 

 National Pollution Control Day 

 National Pollution Control Day is observed every year on December 2. The aim 

behind the celebration of this day is to commemorate the people who lost their lives in 

the unfortunate incident of Bhopal Gas Tragedy that occurred on this day in the year 

1984. 

 There are basically three major objectives of National Pollution Control Day. It aims at 

raising awareness about the increasing air pollution and educating people about how to 

control and manage industrial disasters. 

 National Pollution Control Day is celebrated to make everyone aware of the 

significance of the pollution control acts and ways to prevent the industrial pollution 

that is a result of human negligence. 

 International Day for the Abolition of Slavery Observed 

 International Day for the Abolition of Slavery is observed on December 02 every 

year. This day is observed to spread awareness about ending human trafficking and the 

exploitation of humans. As per the latest information released by the International 

Labour Organisation (ILO) more than forty million people are victims of modern 

slavery. 

 There is no clear definition of modern slavery but it is considered as debt bondage, 

human trafficking, forced labour and forced marriages. It is basically referred to the 

situation where one experiences exploitation, violence and abuse. 

 Indian Navy Day: 4 December 

 Navy Day is being celebrated in India on 4th December. 

 The day is celebrated in honour of the maritime force‘s role during the war 

with Pakistan in 1971 when Indian warships attacked Karachi port and successfully 

hurt Pakistani operations in the western coast. 
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 The Day is also celebrated to highlight the role the Navy plays in securing the country‘s 

marine borders during peacetime and carrying out humanitarian missions. 

 As per the recent Data, since 2008, 70 Indian naval warships have been deployed, 

which safely escorted over 3440 ships with over 25,000 mariners on board. 

 Armed Forces Flag Day: 7 December 

 Armed Forces Flag Day is observed on 7th of December every year across the 

country to honour the martyrs and Armed Forces personnel, who safeguard the 

motherland. 

 The day provides an opportunity to express gratitude to the nation towards forces 

guarding the borders and their families. 

 The fund collected on this day is used for the welfare of the serving personnel and ex-

servicemen. 

 The day reminds that the welfare of the soldiers and their families is the responsibility 

of the entire nation. 

 International Civil Aviation Day: 7 December 

 The United Nations General Assembly officially recognized 7 

December as International Civil Aviation Day globally. 

 International Civil Aviation Day was established in 1994 as part of ICAO‘s. 

 In 1996, pursuant to an ICAO initiative and with the assistance of the Canadian 

Government. 

 The theme of this year Civil Aviation Day is “75 Years of Connecting the World”. 

 The purpose of International Civil Aviation Day is to help generate and reinforce 

worldwide awareness of the importance of international civil aviation to the social and 

economic development of States, and of the unique role of ICAO in helping States to 

cooperate and realize a truly global rapid transit network at the service of all mankind. 
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 International Anti-Corruption Day 2019 

    

 Every year December 9 is celebrated as International Anti-Corruption Day around the 

world. Its objective is to spread awareness against corruption. Corruption is a major 

obstacle in the development of society and the country. The resolution was passed at the 

United Nations Convention against Corruption on 31 October 2003. Since then, 

International Anti-Corruption Day is celebrated every year on December 9. 

 Human Rights Day: 10 December 

 Human Rights Day is observed every year on 10 December. This Day came into 

existence on December 10, 1948, when the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

was adopted by the United Nations. 

 This day is observed every year across the world, as it empowers us all. The day also 

acknowledges the advocates and defenders of human rights around the world. 

 This year it will be the 71st anniversary of Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

With the theme “Youth Standing Up for Human Rights”, the aim is to celebrate the 

potential of youth as constructive agents of change, amplify their voices and engage a 

broad range of global audiences in the promotion and protection of rights. 

 International Mountain Day: 11 December 

 International Mountain Day is held every year on 11 December globally. 

 This day was established by the UN General Assembly in 2003 to encourage 

sustainable development in mountains. 

 The theme for 2019 IMD is “Mountains Matter for Youth”. 

 International Mountain Day is a chance to highlight that for rural youth, living in the 

mountains can be hard. 
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 Migration from the mountains leads to abandoned agriculture, land degradation and a 

loss of ancient cultural traditions. Education and training, market access, diverse 

employment opportunities and good public services can ensure a brighter future for 

young people in the mountains. 

 This year, youth will take the lead and demand that mountains and mountain peoples 

become central in the national and international development agendas; receive more 

attention, investments and tailored research. 

 International Day of Neutrality: 12 December 

 International Day of Neutrality is a United Nations observance held on December 

12 each year. 

 It was officially declared by a UN General Assembly resolution adopted in 

February 2017 and first observed on December 12 of the same year. 

 In international law, a neutral country is a sovereign state that abstains from all 

participation in a war between other states and maintains an attitude of impartiality 

toward the belligerents. 

 The belligerents, in their turn, recognize this abstention and impartiality. 

 A permanently neutral power is bound to be neutral in all future wars. 

 The rights and duties of a neutral country are defined in the Hague Convention of 1907. 

 International Universal Health Coverage Day: 12 December 

 International Universal Health Coverage Day (UHC Day) is celebrated globally 

on 12 December. 

 International Universal Health Coverage Day aims to raise awareness of the need for 

strong and resilient health systems and universal health coverage with multi-stakeholder 

partners. 

 The theme for the 2019 UHC Day is “Keep the promise” 

 In 2017 the United Nations proclaimed 12 December as International Universal Health 

Coverage Day by resolution 72/138. 

 Each year on 12 December, UHC advocates raise their voices to share the stories of the 

millions of people still waiting for health, champion what we have achieved so far, call  
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on leaders to make bigger and smarter investments in health, and encourage diverse 

groups to make commitments to help move the world closer to UHC by 2030. 

 National Energy Conservation Day 2019: 

  This day is observed every year on December 14 in India. National Energy 

Conservation Day is organized by the Energy Efficiency Bureau (BEE), a subordinate 

Ministry of Power. It aims to showcase India's achievements in energy efficiency and 

conservation. 

 The Energy Conservation Act in India was implemented in 2001 by the Bureau of 

Energy Efficiency (BEE). The BEE is celebrating 'National Energy Conservation 

Week' from 9 to 14 December 2019 to raise awareness among the general public 

about the importance of energy efficiency and conservation. 

 India celebrates Vijay Diwas: 16 December 

 The nation celebrates 16 December as Vijay Diwas to commemorate India‘s victory 

over Pakistan in 1971 war. 

 The Indo-Pakistan war of 1971 which began on December 3 lasted for 13 days and 

officially ended on December 16, after which Pakistan surrendered to India. 

 It was on this day in 1971, the chief of the Pakistani forces, General AA Khan 

Niazi, along with 93 thousand troops, had surrendered unconditionally to the allied 

forces consisting of Indian Army and Mukti Bahini. 

 International Migrants Day: 18 December 

 The International Migrants Day is organized across the world on 18th December to 

protect the rights of migrant workers and members of their families. 

 In Dec 2000, the UN General Assembly proclaimed 18 Dec as International Migrants 

Day after considering the large and increasing number of migrants in the world. 

 The International Organization for Migration salutes migrants and the communities they 

join, the communities they remake through their mutual effort. 

 We salute them and we support them, and pledge to make the future we believe is 

arriving for all of us. #WeTogether. 
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 International Human Solidarity Day: 20 December 

 International Human Solidarity Day is organized across the world on 20th 

December. The General Assembly, on 22 December 2005, by resolution 60/209 

identified solidarity as one of the fundamental and universal values. 

 A day to celebrate our unity in diversity; 

 A day to remind governments to respect their commitments to international agreements; 

 A day to raise public awareness of the importance of solidarity; 

 A day to encourage debate on the ways to promote solidarity for the achievement of the 

Sustainable Development Goals including poverty eradication; 

 A day of action to encourage new initiatives for poverty eradication. 

 National Mathematics Day: 22 December 

 National Mathematics Day is celebrated on 22nd December every year to mark the 

birth anniversary of legendary mathematician, Srinivasa Ramanujan and his 

contributions in the development of modern mathematics. 

 This year nation celebrates his 132nd Birth Anniversary. 

 Ramanujan had a wealth of ideas that have transformed and reshaped 20th-century 

mathematics. 

 These ideas continue to shape mathematics of the 21st century. 

 The main objective behind the celebration of National Mathematics Day is to make 

people aware of the development of mathematics and its importance in the growth of 

humanity. 

 National Farmers Day 2019 

 Every year India celebrates National Farmers Day on December 23 to mark former 

Prime Minister of India Chaudhary Charan Singh‘s birth anniversary. The government 

organizes many programs and debates, seminars on agriculture on this day. 

 National Farmers Day is celebrated every year especially in those states which are 

actively engaged in farming such as Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh 

among others. Chaudhary Charan Singh was also known as a farmer‘s leader. 
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 Every Year National Farmers Day is celebrated on December 23. It was decided by the 

government of India to celebrate Farmers Day in 2001. It is believed that ‗Zamindari 

Abolition Bill-1952‘ was passed due to Chaudhary Charan Singh‘s hard work. 

 National Farmers Day: 23 December 

 Kisan Diwas or National Farmers‟ Day is observed across India on December 23. 

 The day honours Chaudhary Charan Singh, the 5th Prime Minister of India whose 

was born on this day. 

 It was in the year 2001, the Government of India decided to observe December 23 

every year as Kisan Diwas. 

 Kisan Diwas is being celebrated every year to promote awareness among people about 

the importance of the farmers to the society and overall economic and social 

development of the country. 

 Chaudhary Charan Singh introduced a slew of policies to improve the lives and 

conditions of farmers in the country. 

 He also played a leading role in the agricultural sector of the country by introducing 

bills for farmers‘ reforms. 

 Good Governance Day (India) 

 Good Governance Day in India is observed on 25 December to commemorate the 

birth anniversary of AtalBihari Vajpayee. 

 His Samadhi namely „SadiavAtal‟ was dedicated to the nation and reflects his 

personality as a poet, humanist, statesman, and a great leader. 

 He died at the age of 93 on 16 August, 2018. The Good Governance Day was 

established in 2014 to pay tribute to the former PM AtalBihari Vajpayee to raise 

awareness about the accountability in governance among the people of India. 

 

 

 

 

 


