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Current Affairs (English)                                                                               Date : 07-01-2020 

National 

 Bhubaneswar to host 1st edition of Khelo India University Games 

 The 1st edition of Khelo India University Games is scheduled to be held at the KIIT 

University in Bhubaneswar, Odisha from February 22 to March 1, 2020. 

 Union Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju and Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik unveiled 

the logo and jersey of Khelo India University Games. 

 Khelo India University Games will witness over 4,000 athletes from 100 Universities 

across India vying for top honours in 17 different disciplines namely archery, athletics, 

boxing, fencing, judo, swimming, weight-lifting, wrestling, badminton, basketball, 

football, hockey, table tennis, tennis, volleyball, rugby and kabaddi. 

 Ravindra Nath Mahto becomes Jharkhand Assembly Speaker 

 Ravindra Nath Mahto, Jharkhand Mukti Morcha's (JMM) legislator, has been elected as 

the Jharkhand assembly speaker. 

 Protem Speaker Stephen Marandi administered the oath of office and secrecy to the newly 

elected Speaker. 

 Apart from that, a supplementary budget of 4,210 crore rupees was also presented in the 

assembly session by the Hemant Soren Government. 

World 

 United States officially launches “US Space Force” 

 United States President Donald Trump has signed the 2020 National Defense 

Authorization Act. 

 With the signing of the act, US has authorised the establishment of US Space Force. 

 The US Space Force will become the 6th branch of the armed forces. 

 Space Force would become the youngest US military branch, and the first new service 

since the establishment of the US Air Force back in 1947. 
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 The Space Force would be part of the Department of the Air Force. 

 The launch of the Space Force will be funded by an initial $40m for its first year. It will 

be led by Air Force General Jay Raymond. 

 Finland PM proposes a four-day working week 

 Finland’s Prime Minister Sanna Marin recently proposed that now people in the country 

have to work for 6 hours only for 4 days a week. 

 She expressed that people will be able to spend more time with their families that can 

increase productivity in workplaces. 

 A policy to work for 6 hours was brought in Sweden in 2015. Since then, positive changes 

have been observed among employees there. 

State  

 Journalists’ Day celebrated on 6th January in Maharashtra 

 Journalists’ Day is being celebrated on 6th of January every year in the state 

of Maharashtra. 

 The day is celebrated in the memory of late thespian journalist Balshashtri Jambhekar. 

 Balshastri Jambhekar, is also known as ‘The Father of Marathi Journalism’, for his efforts 

in starting journalism in Marathi language. 

 2nd phase of Mission Indradhanush-2 begins 

 The 2nd phase of Mission Indradhanush 2.0 rolled out at block level in 35 districts 

of Uttar Pradesh. 

 The aim of the program launched by the central government in 2017 is to achieve 90% 

vaccination coverage in children of less than 2 years in the state. 

 Under the program around 66 thousand sessions will be organized for vaccination of more 

than 5.5 lakh children and around 1.3 lakh pregnant women of the state. 

 The focus of immunization is on urban, underserved population and tribal areas. 

Intensified Mission Indradhanush will be conducted till March 2020. 
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Science and Technology 

 Challakere to be ISRO’s astronaut training hub 

 The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has proposed Human Space Flight 

Centre (HSFC) at Challakere in Chitradurga district of Karnataka. 

 The facility is expected to become operational in 3 years. 

 ISRO aims to establish a self-contained training facility here. At present, astronauts part of 

Gaganyaan Mission, the Human Spaceflight Programme of ISRO are trained in Russia. 

 The centre aims at bringing in all the features that are provided by Russia and begin 

training astronauts within the country. 

Appointments 

 Ex-CRPF DG Rajiv Rai Bhatnagar appointed as Advisor to J&K LG 

 

 Former Director-General of Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) Rajiv Rai 

Bhatnagar has been appointed as Advisor to the Lieutenant Governor of Union 

Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. 

 With this, the Lieutenant Governor of J&K Union Territory will have three Advisors. 

 The other two Advisors: KK Sharma and Farooq Khan were appointed on November 

14, 2019. 

Sports 

 P Magesh Chandran wins 95th Hastings International Chess title 

 India’s P Magesh Chandran wins the title in the 95th edition of the prestigious Hastings 

International Chess Congress at Hastings in England. France’s Romain Edouard, who 

was the only player to end the tournament a half-point behind Chandran, took the second 

spot. 


